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Zack Polanski and Hannah Spencer hit up a Manchester high street last week to
speak to local businesses and announce the party’s three-step plan to bring
our high streets back to life.

The Green Party’s leader and its newest MP were in sunny Levenshulme in
Hannah’s constituency of Gorton and Denton, speaking to shopkeepers and
outlining the Green Party’s vision for our high streets to be places that
serve our communities – not just the private profits of corporations.

Communities before corporations: the Green vision for high streets

Our high streets should be hubs for our communities.

Places where small, local businesses thrive; where empty spaces are used for
the benefit of the community; and where residents can have direct input into
how their neighbourhoods are planned and developed.

But many of our high streets have had the life sucked out of them over the
years, as local businesses have been squeezed out and huge chains have
crowded in.

The result: too many corporations funnelling wealth out of the community; too
many spaces left empty for too long; and too little say for local people over
the space at the heart of their community.
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As Hannah said: “Too many of our high streets are either boarded up or full
of huge companies that suck money out of our local economies and pay profits
to big bosses and private shareholders.”

“Our high streets can and should go back to being places that serve the needs
of the communities they’re in, instead of making corporate chains even
richer.”

So how would the Green Party go about reviving high streets and enabling
local communities to reclaim them?

Three steps to revive the high street

Hannah and Zack laid out three simple steps with one common goal: putting the
local community first.

The plan:

1.  Affordable leases for local businesses on every high street to end the
dominance of multinational chains and to help independent traders to thrive. 

2. The use of powers such as compulsory purchase orders to bring long-term



empty shops back into public use – bringing art, leisure and music back into
the heart of the community.  

3. A real voice for residents in shaping their high streets, putting
decisions in the hands of local people and making sure the money spent in the
local community stays there.
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Zack said: “Green Party councillors would put the interests of the local
community first.”

“Our three-step plan will keep wealth in the very communities
that generate it and make high streets places that reflect local priorities.”

Hannah added: “Our three-step plan will reverse high street decline and give
us back town centres that we can be proud of.”

Help us elect councillors we can be proud of

Of course, Zack and Hannah weren’t just in Manchester to talk local high
streets – but also local elections.

Polling day on 7 May is just over a week away and it is still all to play
for.

Speaking in Gorton and Denton, Zack told media that Hannah’s stunning victory
over Reform and Labour showed there are no longer any “no go” areas for the
Greens, and the party is focused on “stopping Reform in their tracks and
replacing Labour”.

Greens beat Reform in Manchester and again in Kent thanks to the incredible
turnout of Green campaigners.

We can win big all over the country next Thursday – but we’ll need your help.

You can help us replace Labour and defeat Reform. There are action days all
over the country. Find one near you and sign up today.

Quick question, are you on the Zack Polanski call later today? If you’re a
member, check your emails for an invite to a confidential briefing on the
final stretch of the local and Senedd campaigns. You don’t want to miss it!

https://greenparty.org.uk/get-involved/national-action-days/
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