Working Group on Patriotic Education
holds third meeting (with photos)

The Working Group on Patriotic Education under the Constitution and
Basic Law Promotion Steering Committee (CBLPSC) held its third meeting today
(June 23) to discuss the overall work plan for activities to commemorate the
80th anniversary of victory in the War of Resistance.

This year marks the 80th anniversary of the victory of the Chinese
People's War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression as well as the victory
of the World Anti-Fascist War (80A). The Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region (HKSAR) Government places great importance on planning 80A
commemorative activities. The Chief Executive clearly stated in last year's
Policy Address that the Government will host a series of commemorative
activities to further enhance the public's spirit of patriotism and sense of
national belonging. The Working Group is responsible for co-ordinating the
relevant bureaux and departments in organising various commemorative
activities.

The Chairman of the CBLPSC and Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr
Chan Kwok-ki, said that over the past few months, various bureaux and
departments have been formulating proposals and making preparations for
different types of commemorative activities. At today's meeting, the Working
Group discussed the content of various commemorative activities and the four
core spirits and principles that should be upheld in planning these
activities. First, activities should be guided by the core spirit of
“remembering history, honouring martyrs, cherishing peace, and creating a
great future" and based on correct historical perspectives, so that members
of the public can thoroughly understand the history of the War of Resistance
and work together to cherish and safeguard peace. Second, Hong Kong's
contributions to the victory in the War of Resistance should be highlighted,
along with in-depth research into historical materials about Hong Kong's
wartime history as well as proper restoration and protection of war-related
sites. Third, the activities should have a focus on young people, with a view
to helping them learn about the history of the War of Resistance and the
arduous journey towards national prosperity and strength, thereby fostering
their sense of national identity and spirit. Fourth, people from all walks of
life should be engaged, including motivating and supporting different
community groups to organise commemorative events, and encouraging the public
to actively participate in such events.

The Convenor of the Working Group, Dr Starry Lee, said that the four
sub-groups under the Working Group had separately held meetings, focusing on
putting forward plans and proposals on related commemorative activities
across four aspects, namely education; local community; history, politics,
economics and culture; and media publicity. The Working Group will continue
to work closely with relevant bureaux and departments of the HKSAR
Government, aiming to deepen public understanding of the history of the War
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of Resistance through commemorative activities that are diverse in type and
rich in content, and thus make the patriotic spirit take root in Hong Kong.

Currently, preparations for various activities to commemorate the
victory in the War of Resistance are progressing steadily. These include an
official ceremony at the Hong Kong City Hall Memorial Garden on September 3,
the Victory Day of the War of Resistance, to honour the occasion; thematic
exhibitions co-organised by the Hong Kong Museum of History and the National
Museum of China, as well as the Hong Kong Museum of the War of Resistance and
Coastal Defence and the Guangdong Museum of Revolutionary History;
educational activities for members of the public, young people and students;
and screenings of war-related films. In addition, different community groups
have been organising commemorative activities in various forms. The HKSAR
Government will announce more details in due course and release information
on commemorative events, exhibitions and educational activities through a
dedicated webpage to facilitate public viewing and participation.
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