Wide-ranging support boost for
military families

News story

The Family Strategy, a new 10-year plan recognising the unique nature of
military life and setting out bespoke support for service families, has been
published today.

The strategy will deliver lasting, cultural change over the next decade as it
brings together innovative policies on health and wellbeing, education and
career support.

Improving access to childcare is one of the main workstreams within the
Family Strategy, with Wraparound Childcare pilot sites expanding to include
Woolwich and Lincolnshire. This means an additional 500 children are now
benefitting from the scheme, bringing the total number of children with
access to childcare before and after school to 1,500.

The work is part of a drive by defence to better support service personnel
and their families and ensure our people can have more fulfilling careers in
the Armed Forces.

Minister for Defence People and Veterans Leo Docherty MP said:

Armed Forces families are at the heart of the Defence community and
play a key role in the protection of the UK at home and abroad. The
strategy seeks to offer choice and flexibility to allow personnel
to serve their nation and raise a family at the same time.

Today’'s announcements cover childcare education, healthcare and
much more to demonstrate our commitment to being a mode modern and
inclusive employer — flexible to the needs of our people.

The Family Strategy recognises the exceptional demands placed upon the UK
Armed Forces and their families and focuses on health and wellbeing, learning
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and childcare, developing partners’ careers alongside the serviceperson and
career management sensitive to the needs of the family. It is based on
recommendations made in a report by Andrew Selous MP titled “Living in our
Shoes: Understanding the needs of UK Armed Forces families” published last
year.

The Wraparound Childcare scheme funds before and after school childcare for
service children in the UK aged 4 to 11, for up to 20 hours per week. The
expansion of this scheme brings the total number of sites to 10 across 5
clusters and is an answer to the demand in those areas. The eligibility will
match that of the Government’s tax-free childcare policy.
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