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SECRETARY TILLERSON: It’s great to be in Riyadh and great to be here with
you. And as you know, this is the third time back to Riyadh now for me
already in the short time that I’ve been serving in this position. Of course,
traveled to Riyadh many times in my prior life, so Saudi Arabia is a place
that’s quite familiar to me. I have many, many longstanding friendships here
and have made many new ones in this position as well. So again, really
pleased to be here. It’s a pleasure to see all of you as well.

And I think the frequent visits, not just my own but President Trump’s
historic Riyadh summit, one of the very earliest initiatives on the part of
the President, along with frequent visits by other top officials from the
administration and there’ll be others coming in later this week, I think
really speaks to and clearly demonstrates the importance of this
relationship, the U.S.-Saudi relationship, to this regional security but also
to our own national security as well. And as such, it speaks to the
importance of your role, your mission, the work that you take – undertake for
us here. So we appreciate all that you do in representing us.

We particularly appreciate the locally employed staff, and I understand we
have some members of that staff – we were talking coming in to the building
here. Some of you have been here since this building was stood up many years
ago, and that’s a tremendous asset to us to have that kind of continuity. As
our Foreign Service officers and others rotate through posts, and you’ve seen
many come and go, you really provide a great sense of continuity for the
mission here and extremely important for our efforts here. So we appreciate
you.

I also want to acknowledge the families that are here stationed in Mission
Riyadh but also in the consular officers throughout the Kingdom. Your support
for your spouses that are here are really crucial to their ability to carry
out their mission. And I know having lived overseas myself from time to time,
I know what it’s like to be on the other side of the world from your roots
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back home. You end up missing a lot of family events. I missed a few
birthdays, missed a wedding or two. But you’re serving on behalf of your
country. I know your families back home are extraordinarily proud of what
you’re doing as well, and we appreciate the sacrifice that everyone makes to
undertake the responsibilities of serving here in Saudi Arabia on our behalf.

Great to see a lot of the family members here. I always love to see Boy
Scouts in uniform. Many of you probably know something of my past, having
served as a past national president of the Boy Scouts, and I’m the middle of
three generations of Eagle Scouts. My father was an Eagle Scout, and I have a
son that’s an Eagle Scout, and I managed to get through it myself, so great
to see some scouts in uniform here as well.

But a real – a real honor to be here. I do want to say a real quick word
because I know there’s a lot of interest in what we’re doing back home with
what we’re styling as the redesign of the State Department. And this is very
much a bottom-up, a bottom-up, employee – your colleagues – led initiative.
Many of you, I hope, participated early on when we had the listening tour, we
called it, exercise. We had over 35,000 of your colleagues, and I’m sure many
of you responded to the survey that was conducted early on. We had 300 face-
to-face interviews with various members of the State Department at all types
of positions and including people out in mission.

And this was so that I could get some baseline understanding of what are the
issues that you’re faced with, what are the challenges, what are things we
can do to help you get your work done more effectively and more efficiently.
So out of that we’ve created a number of working teams. There are five core
teams that are working on a number of work processes and addressing all kinds
of issues, from hardware issues like our IT systems, which I know everyone
knows we need some upgrading to, and other ways that we can make you
efficient. But we’re looking also at how we train people for assignment,
lengths of assignment, how do we allow you to contribute more, what are the
obstacles to getting your work done, what are the interface issues, how can
we clear some of the obstacles out for you. So this is very much led by your
colleagues, and then my role is to try to clear and do some blocking and
tackling for all of that effort as well.

So the work’s underway. We’re going to be saying more here as we get towards
the end of the year. We have some what we’re calling quick – we believe
they’re quick wins and things that we’ll be able to do right away and
implement throughout 2018 that we hope you’re going to see the effects of
that are going to make your work easier, more efficient. And ultimately, the
objective is that you have a very fulfilling, rewarding career. You’ve
dedicated yourself. This is what you want to do. We want to allow you to be
successful and to have a very fulfilling career and realize all of your own
aspirations as well. So it’s something that I’m quite committed to, and we
have a great team of folks back home helping us, your colleagues helping us
in that regard as well.

So again, I want to thank all of you for the commitment you’ve put forth here
at Mission Riyadh and elsewhere. I want to thank again the families and our
locally employed staff as well. All of you are extremely important to what



the United States is attempting to do in the region, to our national
security, but also creating these strong people-to-people bonds. And we
clearly have very strong people-to-people bonds here with the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, and that’s in no small part due to you, how you represent the
United States of America. You are the face of America to the people of Saudi
Arabia, and how you do that day-to-day is really important to our success.

So again, I thank all of you. It’s great to see you this morning. I wish I
could make it all the way to the back of the room. And I’m going to shake a
few hands and be around a little bit, but thank you very much for allowing me
a few minutes to talk with you this morning. Thanks so much.

(Applause.)
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SECRETARY TILLERSON: Your Majesty, Prime Minister, Excellencies, and
delegation members, it is indeed a pleasure to return to Riyadh, particularly
for this endeavor. I thank His Majesty King Salman for his hospitality and
for hosting us today for this important event. I am grateful to both His
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Majesty and Prime Minister Abadi, for indeed it is a joy and an honor
(inaudible) the Saudi-Iraq Coordination Council.

This event highlights the strength and breadth as well as the great potential
of the relationship between (inaudible), and I am honored to take part in
this ceremony. The U.S.-Saudi relationship remains strong as does the U.S.-
Iraq relationship. Your important relationship between the Kingdom and Iraq
is vital to bolstering our collective security and prosperity, and we take
great interest in it. The United States supports enhanced cooperation between
Saudi Arabia and Iraq across many pillars of the Coordination Council.

We are encouraged to see that Saudi Arabia and Iraq have made important
strides in your bilateral relationship as evidenced by the recent opening of
the Arar border crossing in August and the resumption of flights between
Riyadh and Baghdad last week. Both represent the beginning of what we hope
will be a series of even more tangible actions to improve relations, to
strengthen cooperation, on a host of issues.

We are grateful for this progress and urge you to continue to sustain this
vital relationship for the stability of the region. I also appreciate Prime
Minister Abadi’s leadership in the Government of Iraq. In recent months, you
all have watched the impressive achievements in Iraq’s fight against
ISIS/Daesh, particularly the swift victories of Iraqi Security Forces in Tal
Afar and Hawija.

As major military operations near conclusion, Iraq’s financial needs for
stabilization and reconstruction are evident. The Joint Coordination Council
will not only lead to closer cooperation in the fight against Daesh, but it
will also help support the rehabilitation of facilities and infrastructures
in the areas liberated. The council will also contribute to reforms that will
grow and diversify Iraq’s private sector. Such reforms will encourage foreign
investment that is vital to Iraq’s reconstruction efforts. This will be
critical for winning the peace that has been earned through hard-fought
military gains.

We are grateful that this council meeting underscores how important it is for
the region that Iraq have a growing, stable economy and a government with
increasing capacity to provide for all of its citizens. This event will lay
the foundation for improved cooperation on these and other issues for the
future of Saudi Arabia and Iraq to continue to build a relationship for the
benefit of both members and the broader region. The United States and friends
support continued cooperation between Saudi Arabia and Iraq, and again, we
congratulate you on this important conclusion of the Coordination Council.
Thank you.
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The United States strongly condemns the terrorist attack against Egyptian
security forces near the Bahariya Oasis yesterday, which killed dozens of
Egyptian personnel and wounded many others. We offer our profound condolences
to the families of the deceased and the government and people of Egypt, and
extend our best wishes for the full and speedy recovery of those injured.

The United States stands with Egypt at this difficult time, as we continue to
work together to fight the scourge of terrorism.

The Office of Website Management, Bureau of Public Affairs, manages this site
as a portal for information from the U.S. State Department.
External links to other Internet sites should not be construed as an
endorsement of the views or privacy policies contained therein.

Press Releases: Venezuela:

http://www.government-world.com/press-releases-terrorist-attack-against-egyptian-security-forces/
http://www.government-world.com/press-releases-terrorist-attack-against-egyptian-security-forces/
http://www.government-world.com/press-releases-venezuela-illegitimate-parallel-institutions/


Illegitimate Parallel Institutions
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The United States condemns the Venezuelan government’s latest anti-democratic
action: requiring newly elected governors to submit to the illegitimate
Constituent Assembly to be sworn into office. The use of this illegitimate,
parallel institution to take over the country’s constitutional authorities is
alarming. This maneuver, on the heels of the October 15, fraudulent
elections, is another example of the Maduro regime’s authoritarianism and
disregard for the will of the Venezuelan people. We support a complete
election audit by credible, internationally recognized entities, and the
establishment of an independent National Electoral Council.
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Department Spokesperson

Washington, DC
October 19, 2017

U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson will travel to Riyadh, Doha, Islamabad,
New Delhi, and Geneva October 20-27.

In Riyadh, Secretary Tillerson will take part in the inaugural Coordination
Council meeting between the governments of Saudi Arabia and Iraq. The
Secretary will also meet with various Saudi leaders to discuss the conflict
in Yemen, the ongoing Gulf dispute, Iran, and a number of other important
regional and bilateral issues.

Secretary Tillerson will then travel to Doha, where he will meet with Qatari
leaders and U.S. military officials to discuss joint counterterrorism
efforts, the ongoing Gulf dispute, and other regional and bilateral issues,
including Iran and Iraq.

Secretary Tillerson will then make his inaugural visit to South Asia as
Secretary of State, reaffirming the Administration’s comprehensive strategy
toward the region.

In Islamabad, the Secretary will meet with senior Pakistani leaders to
discuss our continued strong bilateral cooperation, Pakistan’s critical role
in the success of our South Asia strategy, and the expanding economic ties
between our two countries. The Secretary will build on the positive
conversations he and the Vice President have had with Prime Minister Abbasi.

In New Delhi, Secretary Tillerson will meet with senior Indian leaders to
discuss further strengthening our strategic partnership and collaboration on
security and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region. The Secretary’s visit to
India will advance the ambitious agenda laid out by President Trump and Prime
Minister Modi during the Prime Minister’s visit to the White House in June.

In Geneva, the Secretary will meet with the office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, International Organization for Migration, and the
International Committee of the Red Cross to discuss a number of the current
global humanitarian crises.

Follow Secretary Tillerson’s travel via @StateDept on Twitter and go to the
Department’s Flickr account for the latest trip photos. Stay connected at
https://blogs.state.gov/engage, and keep track of all of the Secretary’s
travels at https://www.state.gov/secretary/2017travel/index.htm.
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