2018 World Book Day Fest opens with
joy and fun (with photos)

The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, today (April 21) officiated at the
opening ceremony of the 2018 World Book Day Fest, co-organised by the
Standing Committee on Language Education and Research (SCOLAR) and the
Education Bureau (EDB), to launch the city-wide reading promotion campaign
“Discover and Share the Joy of Reading”.

In celebration of World Book Day and to further promote reading in Hong
Kong, the EDB, the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) and the
Information Services Department are working together to present a series of
vibrant activities to the community under the theme “Discover and Share the
Joy of Reading”. The curtain-raising event — the 2018 World Book Day Fest
— was held at SKH St Mary’s Church Mok Hing Yiu College in Sham Shui Po
District today.

At the opening ceremony, Mrs Lam launched a new TV Announcement in the
Public Interest (API) entitled “Discover and Share the Joy of Reading”. The
API highlights the joy and endless charm of books to encourage reading in a
refreshing tone and manner. It will be broadcast on TV and radio as well as
social media platforms starting today. More publicity initiatives will be
rolled out in the coming months to mark local citizens’ discovery of joy of
reading in the new age.

Together with the Secretary for Education, Mr Kevin Yeung; the Director
of Leisure and Cultural Services, Ms Michelle Li; and the Chairman of SCOLAR,
Mr Lester Huang, Mrs Lam joined some 160 primary school students and their
teachers in the “Reading Marathon” activity — reading out an interactive
story themed “Appreciation and Respect” to share the pleasure of reading.

Mrs Lam also visited the “My Pop-up Library” set up by the Hong Kong
Public Libraries (HKPL) of the LCSD at the venue. She toured the e-books
experience zone and shared her reading experience with students. In support
of the theme of the campaign, Mrs Lam gave away some 130 books chosen from
her personal collection to participants to share with them the joy of
reading.

Under the theme “Towards a Reading City”, the 2018 World Book Day Fest
aims to foster a sustainable atmosphere and culture of reading across the
city by building on the strengths in the promotion of reading across the
curriculum and capitalising on the synergy of schools, parents and community
partners.

Today's activities included various programmes for students of different
ages and parallel experience-sharing sessions conducted by schools, parents,
government and non-governmental organisations as well as game booths and book
exhibition. Over 3 000 school heads, teachers, school librarians, students
and parents of secondary and primary schools and kindergartens participated
in the activities.
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SCOLAR and the EDB will continue to collaborate with different working
partners in promoting reading in the school sector and nurturing students’
interest in and habit of reading. Immediately following today’s event, the
LCSD will also launch a rich array of fun-filled activities including the Fun
at Central Library fun day at Hong Kong Central Library tomorrow (April 22),
enabling members of the public to have a unique and extraordinary library
experience, and take in the joy of reading with family members.

To tie in with World Book Day, the Reading Charter campaign organised by
the HKPL aims to raise the public’s awareness by promoting reading. Members
of the public may sign the Reading Charter, make a pledge and set their own
goals for the joy of reading. An online version has been designed for readers
to make the pledge at any place or any time. For details of HKPL activities,
please stay tuned to its webpage (www.hkpl.gov.hk).
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Every person in the reserved category
should get fruits of development:
Vice-President

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that every
person in the reserved category should get the fruits of development. He was
addressing the gathering during the release of the book titled ‘Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar: Vyakti Nahin Sankalp’, edited by Shri Kishor Makwana and handing
over the first copy to the President, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, at Rashtrapati
Bhavan here today.
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Police Recruitment Day (with photos)

The Hong Kong Police Force today (April 7) held the Police Recruitment
Day (Spring) at Police Headquarters to provide one-stop service to applicants
of Probationary Inspectors, Recruit Police Constables and Police Constables
(Auxiliary), shortening the time required for the recruitment process.

A total of 2,048 applications were received in this recruitment
exercise, which was the second highest in all Recruitment Days (Spring), with
the number of Probationary Inspector applications registering a record high.
Successful applicants will undergo training at the Hong Kong Police College
in May the soonest.

In the financial year 2017-18, over 21,000 applications were received,
which was similar to the application number for the financial year 2016-17.
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According to the application numbers and recruitment targets of the past
three financial years, an average of 40 applicants competed for a
Probationary Inspector vacancy, whereas about 10 applicants competed for a
Recruit Police Constable vacancy. The Force will recruit about 1,800 officers
(including Probationary Inspectors and Recruit Police Constable) in this
financial year.

Being one of the most outstanding and professional police forces in the
world, the Hong Kong Police Force is committed to recruiting more
enthusiastic and capable persons to join the Force. To enhance applicants’
understanding of the recruitment process, the Police Recruitment Division has
produced a series of videos, namely “Madam’s Classroom”, to share with
applicants the preparation required for the application process. The videos
will be uploaded to the Police Recruitment Division webpage and the Hong Kong
Police YouTube channel in phases.

The Force receives applications year-round. Any person interested in
joining the Force may complete the application form at the Police website or
mail the completed form to the Police Recruitment Division.

For more information or application matters, please visit our Police
recruitment website at www.police.gov.hk/recruitment.

Verena Ross Keynote ICI Global
conference
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