Older adults in NI to be offered
vaccination against RSV

The Department of Health has approved plans to expand the vaccination
programme to protect more people against Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)
and its complications.

Ed Davey reflects on LGBT History
Month 2026

This LGBT+ History Month we celebrate the contributions of LGBT+ people
throughout history, reflect on the struggles they have faced and reaffirm our
determination to make progress on equality.

LGBT+ people have always existed. From artists, activists and athletes to
scientists, innovators and pioneers, they have helped shape our country and
our world, even when their sexuality and stories were erased. This year’s
theme, Science and Innovation, highlights the vital contributions LGBT+
people have made to fields from healthcare and engineering to environmental
science and technology and reminds us that diverse voices have driven
progress for everyone.

From Barbara Burford, a medical researcher who established NHS equality and
diversity guidelines to Alan Turing, a mathematician who conceived modern
computing and played a crucial part in the Allied victory over Nazi Germany
in World War II, to Robert Boyle, a founder of modern chemistry and the
modern scientific method, history is littered with the contributions of LGBT+
scientists. However, this month also calls for honesty. For too long, science
has been misused to pathologise and marginalise LGBT+ identities, causing
real harm. Still today, many LGBT+ people face discrimination in healthcare,
education, housing and employment, as well as being victims of hate crime and
hostility. No one should be made to feel unsafe, invisible or lesser simply
because of who they are.

The Liberal Democrats have a proud legacy of leading the fight for LGBTQ+
equality. From repealing Section 28 — the Conservatives’ law which prohibited
the “promotion of homosexuality” by local authorities — thanks to a clause
moved by Ed Davey, to Lynne Featherstone’s tireless efforts to legalise same-
sex marriage, and the former Liberal Democrat MP John Leech securing pardons
for those unjustly criminalised for their sexuality, our party has always
stood on the right side of history. That same commitment drives us today.

The Liberal Democrats believe that everyone should be free to live
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authentically, without fear or prejudice. That is why, through our policy
Free To Be Who You Are, we remain committed to banning all forms of
conversion practices, strengthening protections against discrimination and
hate crime, improving access to inclusive healthcare, and delivering a new
LGBTQ+ Action Plan to drive progress across government. Because everyone
deserves full and equal access to healthcare, education, workplaces, and the
protections and freedoms every citizen enjoys.

This LGBT+ History Month, we honour the trailblazers who came before,
celebrate the contributions of LGBT+ people today, and stand with the next
generation as they push for a fairer, more inclusive future. Our message is
unwavering: you belong, your history matters, and we will continue fighting
for a country where everyone is truly free to be who they are.
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Stricter BVD measures to be applied
from 1 February 2026

The Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) is
reminding herd keepers that the next phase of Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD)
controls will take effect from 1 February 2026.

Kimmins announces £662,000 resurfacing
scheme on the A512 Creighton Road,
Belfast

Infrastructure Minister Liz Kimmins has announced that a £662,000 carriageway
resurfacing scheme on the A512 Creighton Road, Belfast commenced on Thursday
29 January 2026.
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: : cashinsNI and Higher Level

Apprenticeships in Further Education:
Academic year 2024/25

The Department for the Economy has published statistical reports on
ApprenticeshipsNI and Higher Level Apprenticeships in Further Education in
Northern Ireland, academic year 2024/25.
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