First Minister and deputy First
Minister celebrate the contribution of
women across society on International
Women’s Day

First Minister Michelle 0’Neill and deputy First Minister Emma Little-
Pengelly have marked International Women’s Day by celebrating the
contribution of women who give their time, energy and support to their
communities.

Green Party statement on latest
developments in Iran war

Responding to the latest developments in the war on Iran, Dr Ellie Chowns,
Parliamentary Green Party spokesperson on foreign affairs and MP for North
Herefordshire, said:

“The human cost of the illegal attack by the US and Israel on Iran is
becoming clearer every day. The UK Government must stand unequivocally
against this reckless war and use every available lever to press for a
peaceful solution.

“The Iranian regime’s human rights abuses are intolerable, and the Green
Party stands in complete solidarity with the citizens of Iran and the pursuit
of justice for the those who have been targeted and killed by the horrific
regime. We also recognise that the illegal US-Israeli strikes on Iran have
not and will not ensure the safety of Iranian civilians, nor further the
pursuit of nuclear de-escalation.

“Since the strikes on Iran began, more than 1,200 people in the country have
been killed, with many more injured and 13 verified attacks made on health
infrastructure. Conflict has escalated throughout the region, with civilians
paying a heavy price. Just yesterday Israeli forces launched massive
airstrikes in the southern suburbs of Beirut, only hours after issuing an
evacuation order for the over 500,000 people living there.

“This displays an utter disregard for civilian lives. We saw these patterns
in Gaza — it cannot happen again in Lebanon.

“No nation should be able to break international law with impunity -
civilians and healthcare facilities must be protected and those responsible
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for illegal attacks held to account.

“The Prime Minister has stated he believes the best way forward is through a
negotiated settlement, yet he has not condemned the initial attacks made by
the US and Israel in the midst of those very negotiations, and has allowed
the US to use UK military bases for defensive action.

“This is a clear error; not only was this permission given without a
parliamentary vote, but the Prime Minister has offered no clear

assurances regarding how the UK can be certain of the defensive or offensive
nature of any US action launched from our bases. At this moment, the UK
stands at great risk of being dragged further into another illegal war in the
Middle East, forsaking the lessons of past involvements.

“It is one reason why, with cross-party support, I brought a Bill to
Parliament earlier this week that would require the UK government have a
viable objective, legal basis, and the backing of MPs before military
deployments can be made.”
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Guidance published for nurses &
midwives to help identify domestic
abuse

Regionally consistent guidance has been published to assist midwives, health
visitors, school nurses and family nurses to identify and respond to
incidents of domestic abuse.

February 26 stocking of Departmental
waters

The Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) has
stocked the following waters with takeable fish in February 2026:
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Kimmins announces £650,000.00
resurfacing scheme for B122
Ecclesville Road, Fintona

Infrastructure Minister Liz Kimmins has announced that a £650,000 carriageway
resurfacing scheme on the Ecclesville Road, Murley Mountain, Fintona will
commence on Monday 9 March 2026.
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