Greens warn that when government “cuts
red tape” this too often means harming
environmental standards and workers'’
rights

2. Press Releases

Green Party MP for North Herefordshire, Ellie Chowns said: “Starmer’s pledge
to investors that he will “cut red tape” is a tired cliché that, in practice,
too often means harming environmental standards and workers’ rights. We'’ve
had fourteen years of successive Conservative governments promising to “cut
red tape,” and all we have to show for it is a flatlining economy and falling
living standards. If Starmer is serious about attracting investment to the
UK, he will need a bolder approach that delivers on the “change” he promised
in his election campaign. He could start by re-evaluating our relationship
with our biggest trading partner, the European Union.”
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Labour’s approach to Middle East
conflict “failing” as civilian death
toll mounts

2. Press Releases

Green Party Co-Leader, Carla Denyer said, “The reports over the weekend that
no food has entered Northern Gaza since the 1st of October, of Israel’s
attack on al-Agsa Hospital, of chemical weapons being used to attack UNIFIL
peacekeepers, of mass civilian casualties in Gaza’'s Jabalia Refugee Camp and
of increased rocket fire into Israel from Hezbollah are extremely disturbing.
The huge numbers of civilian deaths and the prospect of widespread starvation
in Northern Gaza are intolerable.

The Labour government must recognise that violence in the Middle East is
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escalating rapidly and that their current approach is failing. The Government
needs to consider far more direct measures to incentivise a ceasefire
including an end to arms sales, the introduction of divestments, boycotts and
sanctions, prosecutions for all those who have committed war crimes and a
plan for a viable Palestinian state.”
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100 days of increasing solitude for
Starmer

Commenting on Labour’s first 100 days in office, Green Party Co-Leader Carla
Denyer MP said:

“The collapse in Starmer’s popularity since taking office has been
remarkable. It was clear to me during the election campaign that voters
across the country wanted change. After 14 years of Tory failure, they
expected Labour to deliver it. The public’s sense of disappointment is
palpable.

“Instead, we have a government aligned with Tory austerity. The two-child
benefit cap and the scrapping of the Winter Fuel Payment for millions of
pensioners are both examples of how this government’s default has been to
make the most vulnerable in our society pay. The ‘black hole in our finances’
should, and could, be solved by asking the wealthiest to pay just a fraction
more. Instead, Labour seems content with letting the poorest bear the brunt.

“It doesn’t have to be this way. We are one of the richest countries in the
world, yet deeply unequal. The Chancellor has hinted that she is willing to
borrow more to invest in much-needed infrastructure, which is welcome. But we
also need to address the source of everyday revenue spending.

“The last fourteen years have seen the rich get richer, with the top fifth
now owning a third of the country’s wealth. It’'s only fair that those with
the broadest shoulders should now pay a bit more to help our NHS, rebalance
society, and improve living standards for everyone. A wealth tax, alongside
other changes to the tax system, could deliver this.

“We as a country, and particularly the Labour government, face a political
choice. Will they tax more fairly to properly invest in our crumbling
frontline services, or will they continue to oversee managed decline and
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austerity economics? The Greens will, every day, keep pushing for them to
properly invest in Britain.”
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0’'Dowd: Bright future ahead for
Rathlin

With a unique offering of three lighthouses on its shoreline and a rich
natural environment, Rathlin Island can attract visitors from far and wide,
Infrastructure Minister John 0'Dowd has said.

Childcare initiatives deliver over
£2million savings for Northern Ireland

parents

Education Minister Paul Givan has welcomed that the new Northern Ireland
Childcare Subsidy Scheme (NICSS) has saved parents almost £Ilmillion on their
September childcare bills.
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