Minister Muir visits storm hit forest

Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs Minister Andrew Muir has visited
Drum Manor Forest Park, which suffered significant damage following Storms
Darragh, Eowyn and Herminia, to see the clean up efforts.

How I became a Trainee Software
Engineer in just 4 steps!

Before becoming a Trainee Software Engineer, I had worked in various
enjoyable roles within DVLA. However, digital had always been my passion and
it was a discipline I really wanted to pursue.

So in 2023, with a view to beginning a new career, I joined DVLA'’s digital
advocacy group, Digital Voices, which promotes digital careers and
opportunities within DVLA. This provided the initial spark to help me take
the first step to becoming a Trainee Software Engineer.

In this blog, I want to share with you the 4 steps that helped me get my
dream digital role!
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1. Becoming a digital advocate

My first step was to find out how to get involved in all things digital at
DVLA. Joining Digital Voices gave me the chance to meet new people and build
my confidence speaking to senior colleagues. I really appreciate the
inclusivity of the community; the group is open and welcoming to anyone,
regardless of their role within the agency.

It’s an amazing opportunity to network with colleagues who you might not
normally work with. I still try to attend as many activities as possible to
learn more about digital careers and skills. Now that I’'ve started my digital
career, I hope to continue advocating for others who want to follow a similar
path.

2. Finding a mentor

Through the new connections I made, I learned about DVLA’s mentorship
programme. I joined the programme and was paired with an Agile Delivery
Manager in the agency’s Information and Technology Services directorate. My
mentor gave me advice on digital careers and shared relevant skills like
Agile methodologies, project management and service delivery. By observing
her work, her squad, and seeking her advice, I gained a deeper understanding
of the skills needed to succeed in a digital career.

Her mentorship helped to build my confidence and navigate challenges with
support and practical advice. For example, my mentor worked with me on



improving my interview skills, particularly in tailoring my responses to
specific job requirements.

I aspire to become a mentor myself and help others navigate their career
paths. Mentorship has been crucial to my development, and I'd love to give
back in the same way.

3. Attending ethical hacking workshops

Last year, I joined an 8-week ethical hacking programme, which taught me how
to find weaknesses in IT systems and protect them from threats. The workshops
were a fantastic experience. They not only equipped me with new technical
skills but also provided me with a deeper understanding of the importance of
ethical hacking.

Hearing directly from the ethical hacking team was a highlight. Their passion
for protecting systems was inspiring, and I left with a greater appreciation
for how ethical hacking supports organisational security.

My positive experience inspired me to apply for the Software Engineer
Apprenticeship, a 2-year programme focusing on Microsoft Dynamics, a suite of
cloud-based business applications that we use at DVLA.

4. Applying for the Software Engineer
Apprenticeship

I took the plunge and applied for the Software Engineer Apprenticeship in
October 2024. The programme offers staff with an interest in software
engineering a chance to develop the skills they need to become a Software
Engineer. It was a proud moment when I was told that my application was
successful and I could start my role as Trainee Software Engineer, learning
skills on the job.

The first few weeks of the programme were a whirlwind! At first, I felt self-
doubt as the only woman in my group, but I soon gained confidence. It was
exciting to meet so many talented developers. I've already successfully
passed the Power Platform Fundamentals exam and I'm now focused on preparing
for the next certification. My goal is to apply my knowledge to practical
projects which will help improve the user experience of DVLA systems and
services.

As I reflect on my career journey so far, every experience has helped me
grow. The challenges I've faced have made me more resilient, and the
successes I've achieved have boosted my confidence. I'm excited to continue
my career in digital and encourage others to take the first step towards
theirs.

Start your digital career!

If you're thinking about starting a career in digital at DVLA, go for it!
There are lots of opportunities for growth and development and you’ll be



https://careers.dft.gov.uk/our-dft-family/driver-and-vehicle-licensing-agency/digital/

fully supported in your role.
If you're considering a career in digital, make sure you:

e stay curious and explore new technologies

build relationships across teams and seek mentorship
volunteer for projects and show enthusiasm for your work
take advantage of training and development opportunities
see setbacks as learning opportunities

View our current vacancies and our upcoming development programmes at Civil
Service Jobs. Good luck!
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Brexit anniversary sparks call for
much closer relationship with EU

On the fifth anniversary of the UK’s exit from the European Union, Green MP
Ellie Chowns said:

“These five years have seen the economic, social and political costs of
leaving the European Union become ever clearer.

“Far from ‘taking back control’, we have all lost out.

“Young people have been deprived of the chance to easily study and work in
the European Union, while small businesses have found it increasingly
difficult to export, and the UK is increasingly isolated on the international
stage.

“No wonder, the proportion of the public believing Brexit to have been the
right decision is at its lowest since 2020. (1)

“The Green Party is very clear that people and planet would benefit from much
closer relationships between our country and the European Union.

“We will continue to press the Labour government to be braver and bolder in
overcoming the negative impacts of Brexit.

“Full membership of the EU remains the best option for the UK, and we are in
favour of pursuing a policy to re-join as soon as the political will is
present.

“Of course, that means building the widespread public support we need before
a decision to rejoin is made.
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“There are win-win first steps that the government should be taking today.
For instance, working with the EU on a youth mobility scheme that opens up
the European Union to our youngsters.

“We should be working with the EU to tackle the twin crises of climate
breakdown and biodiversity loss in the face of US President Donald Trump’s
disastrous decision to pull the US out of the Paris climate agreement.

“We should also rejoin the Customs Union to begin to overcome the obstacles
that small businesses have faced in trading with our closest partners since
Brexit.

“While joining the Single Market would provide benefits in terms of free
movement of people, goods, services and capital, membership of the Single
Market without membership of the EU would not be an ideal long-term solution
because the UK would not be a full partner in decision making processes.

“We’ve learned from the divisiveness of Brexit that binary choices push
people apart rather than bring people together.

“So, we are proposing the use of citizens’ assemblies to support the wider
public to make well-informed decisions about complicated political issues
such as our future membership of the EU.”

Mark Ormiston, a sixth generation managing director of Ormiston Wire that
manufactures a high quality products used in suspending lights, art
installations, yacht rigging and surgical procedures, said Brexit is making
it ever harder to get its components into final products manufactured
abroad.

Mark Ormiston “We supply components not a final product so if the end product
moves offshore, we have to try and supply that export market. With Brexit
small exporters are being devastated and we must work very hard to persuade
companies to use our quality and expertise.”

NOTES TO EDITORS

(1)
https://yougov.co.uk/politics/articles/51484-how-do-britons-feel-about-brexit
-five-years-on
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0’'Dowd announces £375,000 road
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Old Road, Lisburn.

A £375,000 carriageway and footway resurfacing scheme on Hillsborough 0ld
Road, Lisburn commenced on Monday 27 January 2025.

Education Minister thanks Education
Authority staff for their valuable
work in responding to Storm Eowyn

Education Minister Paul Givan has thanked all the Education Authority (EA)
staff who were involved in the response to Storm Eowyn for their hard work
and dedication which has continued during the week.
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