
Greens call for safe and managed
routes for asylum seekers
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Responding to the new Anglo-French deal on small-boat crossings, Carla
Denyer, Green Party Co-Leader, said:

“The only way to stop people making dangerous journeys across the channel is
to introduce safe and managed routes for people to seek asylum in the UK.
Anything else – including the impractical and unrealistic deal announced
today – is a distraction.

“While our governments use migration as a political football, more people
will lose their lives in the Channel fleeing violence, war or oppression
because the only way for them to reach the UK is by putting their lives in
the hands of people smugglers.

“Earlier this year a committee of MPs published a detailed analysis of how to
improve the UK’s refugee and asylum policy, and recommended sensible measures
including improving family reunion, restoring the resettlement scheme, and
introducing a pilot refugee visa.

“Instead of scrambling to appear tough on migration with flawed scheme after
flawed scheme, it’s time for the UK government to get practical about
tackling small boat crossings, and urgently set up safe and managed routes
for people to seek asylum in the UK.”
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Our five principles for SEND reform

Liberal Democrat Leader Ed Davey and Education Spokesperson Munira Wilson
have written to Keir Starmer setting out five principles for SEND reform, and
offering to work on a cross-party basis with the government to ensure the
reforms deliver for children with SEND and their families.

The five principles include maintaining the right to SEND assessments for
children, boosting special school capacity, improving early identification
and cutting waiting lists. The Liberal Democrats are also calling for more
support for local authorities to provide SEND services and better training
for school staff.

http://www.government-world.com/greens-call-for-safe-and-managed-routes-for-asylum-seekers/
http://www.government-world.com/greens-call-for-safe-and-managed-routes-for-asylum-seekers/
https://greenparty.org.uk/author/gpewadmin/
https://blockads.fivefilters.org/
https://blockads.fivefilters.org/acceptable.html
https://www.libdems.org.uk/news/article/our-five-principles-for-send-reform


The full letter can be found below:  

Dear Prime Minister,

We are writing to you regarding the recent reporting on your Government’s
forthcoming reform of the special education needs and disabilities (SEND)
system.

Let us be clear: after years of Conservative neglect, the SEND system needs
fundamental change. Your commitment to reform is welcome.

For too long, a broken system has forced children and families to fight long
battles to get the support they need. Outcomes for those children haven’t
improved while council deficits have ballooned, leaving many on the brink.

Change is sorely needed. But this reform must be honest, ambitious, and must
have children at its heart. It cannot see children’s rights rolled back.

Many parents are deeply worried that the forthcoming reforms will leave their
children worse 

off, with an erosion of the rights that underpin the support they need. The
lack of clarity from your Government is leading to worry and confusion, with
constant conflicting reports on what exactly is being considered. SEND
families are being deprived of the certainty they need to live their lives.

Those families have waited too long for a system that works. We need to get
this right.

We are writing to outline five fundamental principles, which we believe
should underpin the coming reform.

Our five principles and priorities for SEND reform are as follows:

Putting children and families first Children’s rights to SEND assessment1.
and support must be maintained and the voices of children and young
people with SEND and of their families and carers must be at the centre
of the reform process.
Boosting specialist capacity and improving mainstream provision Capacity2.
in state special provision must be increased, alongside improvements to
inclusive mainstream provision, with investment in both new school
buildings and staff training.
Supporting local government Local authorities must be supported better3.
to fund SEND services, including through:

The extension of the profit cap in children’s social care to1.
private SEND provision, where many of the same private equity
backed companies are active, and
National government funding to support any child whose assessed2.
needs exceed a specific cost.

Early identification and shorter waiting lists Early identification and4.
intervention must be improved, with waiting times for diagnosis, support
and therapies cut.
Fair funding The SEND funding system must properly incentivise schools5.



both to accept SEND pupils and to train their staff in best practice for
integrated teaching and pastoral care.

 

We would welcome the chance to discuss these principles and priorities with
you further. Together with our Liberal Democrat colleagues, we are eager to
work with you on a cross-party basis, to make sure that the forthcoming
reforms truly deliver for children with SEND and for their families.  

Yours sincerely, 

Ed Davey 
Munira Wilson
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Greens react to Rachel Reeves support
for taxes on wealth
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Reacting to revelations in the Telegraph that Rachel Reeves supported at
least five taxes on wealth while a back bencher, co-leader of the Green
Party, Adrian Ramsay MP, said:

“A former leader of her party backs it, so too do several unions. But it now
turns out that Rachel Reeves herself backed wealth taxes – including
equalising capital gains and income tax and reforming inheritance tax – while
a back bencher.

“The chancellor needs to listen to the resounding cries for the introduction
of taxes on wealth, including from the public – a new YouGov poll shows 75%
are in favour of a 2% tax on wealth above £10 million. Rachel Reeves also
needs to listen to Rachel Reeves, as it is clear that she, like the Green
Party, has long championed the idea of taxing wealth fairly.”
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One year on: Labour ‘haemorrhaging’
support to the Greens over Gaza and
welfare cuts

Labour is ‘haemorrhaging’ support to the Greens over its failure to oppose
the Israeli government’s genocide in Gaza and its plans to slash support for
disabled people.  

The Green Party is now polling consistently around 10%, a 43% increase from
their 2024 vote share that saw them gain a record vote count of close to two
million, while polling this week shows that 2024 Labour voters are more
likely to say they would now vote for the Greens than for Reform. Among young
people, 30% of under-30s now say they will vote Green compared to just 25%
saying they will vote Labour. 

Greens point to their consistently principled approach to issues such as
Gaza, disability benefits, and the climate crisis as key reasons why they are
winning support from Labour in droves.  

“A year into this Labour government, all voters have seen from them is
disappointment, failure and capitulation,” said Adrian Ramsay MP, Co-Leader
of The Green Party. “From failing to take decisive action to prevent the
Israeli government’s genocide in Gaza to cruel cuts to support for disabled
people – all across the country, people are feeling that the Labour party
they voted for has abandoned them.  

“That’s playing out in the support we’re seeing coming from Labour to the
Greens, and the u-turns we’ve seen from Starmer over winter fuel payments and
welfare cuts show that he knows he risks losing not just votes but seats to
the Greens at the next election.”  

Carla Denyer, MP for Bristol Central and Co-Leader of the Green Party,
said:  

“After a litany of broken promises, it’s no surprise that Labour are
haemorrhaging support to the Greens. Labour promised to make life better for
people, but instead they kept the two-child benefit cap and stripped winter
fuel payments from pensioners. They promised to tackle the climate crisis,
but they’ve given the go-ahead to climate-wrecking airport expansion. They
promised to end the housing crisis, but they’ve given developers a blank
cheque to bulldoze nature to build luxury homes while failing to build the
social housing we need.” 

Denyer continued, “Meanwhile, voters have seen the Greens consistently
standing up for the values that they hold dear: protecting the planet for
future generations, opposing genocide, and supporting the most vulnerable in
society.”  
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The Green MPs point to a series of successes over the past 12 months,
including:   

Leading the opposition to the government’s welfare cuts which led to an
11th hour climbdown   

Helped to win the reversal of winter fuel cuts and expansion of free
school meals 

Raising the alarm about the Israeli government’s genocide in Gaza  

Successfully pushing for solar panels to be put on all new homes  

Putting pressure on government to make it easier for councils to crack
down on rogue landlords, leading to a change in the rules.
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Standing up for the most vulnerable in
society

This week, the Government held a vote on a welfare bill which threatened
to cause immense damage to some of the most vulnerable in our society.

It would have made things harder for unpaid carers, harder for disabled
people who rely on support to stay in work, and harder for those whose
disabilities mean they may never be able to work.

That’s why we voted against the Bill on Tuesday.

After pressure from Liberal Democrats and across the House, the Government
finally caved in and scrapped parts of it. But this is no way to run a
country.

Rushed legislation is poor legislation. 

It should not have taken a major rebellion for the Government to realise that
these cuts would cause immense damage to some of the most vulnerable and risk
creating a false economy by actually forcing some people out of work.

To appease their own backbenches, the Government was willing to create a two-
tier system, with new Personal Independent Payment (PIP) claimants unable to
access the same support as those currently receiving it – only scrapping
these plans at the final moment.

https://blockads.fivefilters.org/
https://blockads.fivefilters.org/acceptable.html
https://www.libdems.org.uk/news/article/standing-up-for-the-most-vulnerable-in-society
https://www.libdems.org.uk/news/article/standing-up-for-the-most-vulnerable-in-society


PIP allows people to do the simple activities we all take for granted and
stay in work. Cutting it will push more people into poverty and out of
employment.

Liberal Democrats will continue to oppose any system where some disabled
people are more equal than others.

It’s clear that the welfare bill is too high, but if the Government was
serious about cutting welfare spending it would get serious about fixing
health and social care, to tackle chronic ill-health at its root.

Carers have been ignored by the Government throughout this whole debacle.
Their voices must now be heard loud and clear. Ministers must ensure that
this review listens carefully to both carers’ charities to understand the
impact these changes will have, on family carers.

The scale of this week’s rebellion shows that the Government is just not
listening, and not delivering on the change that people are crying out for. 

It is time for the Government to take their fingers out of their ears and
realise it is time to change course. They must scrap this flawed legislation,
go back to the drawing board, and work cross-party to fairly reduce the need
for high welfare spending, by getting more people into work and fixing our
broken health and care systems. 

And when it comes to balancing the books, rather than cutting support for
disabled people, ministers should be asking the social media giants, the big
banks and the big online gambling companies to pay their fair share of tax.
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