News story: PM meeting with Israeli
Prime Minister Netanyahu: 6 February
2017
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Prime Minister Theresa May met with Prime Minister Netanyahu of Israel and
discussed free trade, security and Iran.

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

The Prime Minister hosted Prime Minister Netanyahu at Downing
Street today for their first bilateral meeting and a working Llunch.

In their discussions, the Prime Ministers committed to working
together to build on our longstanding relationship and the strong
ties that already exist between our 2 countries in a wide range of
areas, from trade and investment, to innovation and technology, and
defence and security.

They discussed their shared belief in free trade and agreed to
establish a new UK-Israel Trade Working Group to continue the
progress we have seen in our burgeoning trade and investment
relationship, and to prepare the ground for a post-Brexit trade
agreement. It was noted that Lord Price will visit Israel soon to
take this forward. They also discussed opportunities to increase
investment in research and development and technology, and
strengthen partnerships in these areas between our governments,
universities and businesses.

They talked about the important work we do together on
intelligence-sharing and cyber-security, and committed to talk
further about how we can deepen this co-operation, to help keep our
people safe.

They also discussed a number of international issues. On Iran, the
Prime Minister was clear that the nuclear deal is vital and must be
properly enforced and policed, while recognising concerns about
Iran’s pattern of destabilising activity in the region. They also
talked about the Middle East Peace Process and the UK’s firm
commitment to a 2-state solution as the best way to bring stability
and peace to the region. The Prime Minister reiterated the UK’s
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opposition to settlement activity.

As we prepare to mark 100 years since the Balfour Declaration, the
Prime Minister underlined that Britain remains a close and firm
friend of Israel and reiterated our support for Jewish communities
in the UK. She invited Prime Minister Netanyahu to attend events
taking place in the UK to mark the anniversary in November, as a
Guest of Government. He also invited her to visit him in Israel.

News story: Innovative uses of data
for defence staff: apply for funding
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Organisations can apply for a share of £6 million to investigate new ways of
using data to improve decision-making in defence.

The Ministry of Defence (MOD) has up to £3 million to invest in innovative
new technologies, processes and ways of operating that improve the ability of
defence staff to analyse and exploit data in decision-making.

A further £3 million could be invested to develop the best ideas in a second
phase of the competition.

The MOD is seeking solutions in 3 challenge areas:

e rapid and automated integration of new sensors

e freeing up personnel by the innovative use of machine learning
algorithms and artificial intelligence for military advantage

e effective use of operator cognitive capacity, particularly by human-
machine teaming

The MoD is making more and more use of sensors. This means there is an
increasingly large volume of complex data available to military operators and
decision-makers.

It needs to increase its ability to analyse data and quickly use it to make
informed and effective decisions.

This funding competition is part of SBRI (the Small Business Research
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Initiative). A first phase seeks initial ideas. Winners of phase 1 funding
will compete in a second phase to develop the idea further.

The competition will also see projects split between a fast track and
standard track approach. The aim is to achieve greater pace but also to allow
smaller companies and low maturity solutions to take part.

e the competition is open, and the deadline for phase 1 proposals is
midday on 21 March 2017

e SBRI is open to any organisation, and projects will attract 100% funded
development contracts

e phase 1 fast track projects could attract up to £150,000 and are
expected to last up to 3 months

e phase 1 standard track projects could attract up to £100,000 and are
expected to last up to 6 months

e briefing events for potential applicants will be held on 23 February
2017 and 27 February 2017

Cabinet Secretary announces support to
help Welsh fishermen access millions
of pounds of European funding

The European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) is the European fund
established to provide support for adapting to the Common Fisheries Policy,
including control and enforcement and data collection obligations. EMFF
supports sustainable development within the fishing and aquaculture sectors
and the conservation of the marine environment, alongside supporting growth
and jobs in coastal communities.

In order to support small fisheries businesses through the application
process the Cabinet Secretary has made additional funds available. Each small
business who is interested in applying for EMFF funding will be able to
access up to a maximum of £3,000 to pay an advisor of their choice to help
them develop their ideas into fundable projects.

The Cabinet Secretary said:

“The European Maritime and Fisheries Fund is worth between £14m -
£16m to fishing and aquaculture industries in Wales. It goes a long
way in helping us achieve our objective to develop a vibrant,
competitive and sustainable fishing sector.

“The outcome of the EU referendum last year and the subsequent
guarantee by the Treasury to honour commitments made until the UK
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leaves the EU, means it is important Wales maximises the take up of
this fund.

“I have, therefore, decided to make funds available from my budget
to provide support to small fisheries businesses considering making
an application for EMFF funding.

“There are many good ideas for projects, however we do not have the
luxury of taking a year to turn those ideas into fundable projects.
This support will be focused on doing just that. Ensuring the
project applications which come forward are ready to hit the ground
running and do not remain just great ideas”.

Press release: New safety measures for
A47 in Norfolk
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A new trio of safety measures is being installed on Norfolk’s main trunk road
this month.

The improvements, to the A47 Acle Straight as the road passes through The
Broads, are due to begin on Monday 13 February, and come ahead of
consultations into major upgrades elsewhere on the A47 that will start in the
spring.

The safety work taking place this month consists of:

e improving traffic signs, road markings and kerb alignment at the A47 and
A1064 roundabout

e improving warning signs, road markings, and hazard posts at farm
accesses around Wherryman'’s Way

e improving advance direction and warning signs at the Halvergate junction

Highways England project sponsor Steve Cox said:
Highways England is committed to improving driver safety across all

of our roads, and the work we are doing on the A47 show that safety
is our priority both in Norfolk and across the East of England. We
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believe these safety measures will deliver real benefits to help
address a history of collisions on this stretch of road and right
turns at the Halvergate junction.

Highways England is delivering £15 billion of Government investment between
2015 and 2020 to improve England’s trunk roads and motorways, including £400
million worth improvements on the A47.

This will include:

e dualling of the A47 between Norwich and Dereham

e improving the All and A47 Thickthorn junction

e dualling the A47 between Norwich and the Acle Straight

e improving junctions throughout Great Yarmouth, including reconstructing
the Vauxhall roundabout

There will be six weeks of consultations on these works for the public to
share their views on this work will be taking place shortly, with details to
follow.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Press release: Planned roadworks in
Yorkshire and the Humber: summary for
Monday 6 February to Sunday 12
February 2017

The following summary of planned new and ongoing road improvements over the
coming week is correct as of Friday 3 February and could be subject to change
due to weather conditions or unforeseen circumstances. All our improvement
work is carried out with the aim of causing as little disruption as possible.
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M1 junction 30 Barlborough

The northbound exit and entry slip roads will be fully closed overnight on
Tuesday 7 February for survey works. The closures will take place between 8pm
and 6am, and drivers will be able to follow clearly signed diversion routes.

M1 Junction 32 Thurcroft to Junction 35a
Stocksbridge

The hard shoulder is currently closed in both directions as part of the smart
motorway scheme between junctions 32 and 34. The M18 Southbound link to the
M1 northbound will be fully closed overnight for five nights from Monday 6
February. The northbound carriageway will be fully closed between the slip
roads at junction 32 overnight for two nights on Saturday 11 February. The
northbound carriageway will be fully closed between the slip roads at
junction 33 overnight for two nights on Saturday 11 February.

The northbound exit slip road at junction 33 will be closed overnight for two
nights from Monday 6 February. The northbound carriageway will be fully
closed from junction 32 to junction 33 overnight for three nights from
Wednesday 8 February. The southbound carriageway will be fully closed from
junction 32 to junction 33 overnight for two nights from Monday 6 February.
The southbound carriageway will be fully closed between the slip roads at
junction 34 for two nights from Monday 6 February.

The southbound entry slip road at junction 33 will be fully closed overnight
for two nights from Monday 6 February. There will be narrow lanes and a 50mph
speed limit until the project is completed. The closures will take place
between 8pm and 6am, and drivers will be able to follow clearly signed
diversion routes.

M62 junction 22 to junction 23 Outlane

The eastbound carriageway will be reduced to single lane overnight for 6
nights from Monday 6 February for road markings to be repainted and
reflective road studs to be replaced. The closures will take place between
10pm and 6am.

M62 junction 26 Bradford (M606 interchange)

The slip roads and roundabout will be reduced to a single lane overnight,
between 7pm and 6am, on Tuesday 7 February to complete landscaping and other
minor works associated with the junction improvement. Drivers will be able to
follow clearly signed diversion routes.

M62 junction 27 Gildersome

The eastbound entry slip road will be fully closed overnight on Tuesday 7
February for technology works. The closure will take place between 9pm and
6am, and drivers will be able to follow clearly signed diversion routes.



M62 junction 30 to junction 31 Normanton

The carriageway will be fully closed overnight on Sunday 12 February for
scaffold works. The closures will take place between 8pm and 6am, and drivers
will be able to follow clearly signed diversion routes.

A1M junction 38 to junction 37 Marr

The southbound carriageway will be fully closed overnight on Tuesday 7
February for barrier works. The closures will take place between 9pm and 6am,
and drivers will be able to follow clearly signed diversion routes.

A64 Fulford

The eastbound carriageway will be fully closed between the slip roads
overnight for two nights from Monday 6 February for bridge works. The
westbound carriageway will be fully closed between the slip roads overnight
for five nights from Monday 6 February for bridge works. The closures will
take place between 8pm and 6am, and drivers will be able to follow clearly
signed diversion routes.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.



