
There’s no need for the Government to
prolong the suffering of Southern
passengers any longer – Andy McDonald

Andy McDonald MP, Labour’s Shadow Transport Secretary, responding to reports
that the
Government is considering taking direct control of Govia Thameslink, said:

“Reports
suggest that the Government is finally recognising what Labour has been
saying
for over a year: that Southern is failing passengers and taxpayers and should
be stripped of their franchise.

"It is wrong that passenger fares and taxpayer subsidy that should be used
to improve services and hold down prices are siphoned off to fill the coffers
of train operating companies who are providing a disgraceful service.

"There’s no need for the Government to prolong the suffering of Southern
passengers any longer. Private rail isn’t working: it’s time for the Tories
to
admit defeat and take Southern back under public control as a public
service.”

Press release: Annual report of the
Chief Schools Adjudicator for England

The annual report of the Chief Adjudicator, Ms Shan Scott, to the Secretary
of State for Education, covering the period 1 September 2015 to 31 August
2016, is published today (26 January 2017). The report records the progress
made by admission authorities in England in complying fully with the School
Admissions Code and on the first year of operation of a new timetable for the
determination of arrangements by admission authorities and for making
objections to those arrangements.

In her report, Ms Scott states that the new timetable for admissions is to be
welcomed and serves parents well.

Concerns about admission arrangements continue to make up the largest part of
the work of the Office of the Schools Adjudicator (OSA) and accounted for 200
of the total of 238 new cases of all types referred to OSA.
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The Chief Adjudicator has included a number of main findings and
recommendations in her report. These take account of the changing school
landscape, including the growth in the number of academies and multi-academy
trusts. In particular, Ms Scott recommends that the Department for Education
consider whether:

guidance might be provided to admission authorities on how to maximise
the benefits of feeder schools in terms of continuity of education and
shared work across schools, while ensuring that the selection of feeder
schools does not cause unfairness to other local children
guidance might be provided to multi-academy trusts to ensure that the
responsibility for determining admission arrangements is clearly set out
and reflected in schemes of delegation to local governing bodies as
appropriate
to bring forward proposals for local authorities to have a duty to co-
ordinate all in-year admissions

The Chief Adjudicator said:

In this, my first annual report as Chief Adjudicator, I have been
particularly pleased to be able to welcome the benefits of a new
timetable for admissions and to recognise some good practice seen
by adjudicators in the course of our work as well as having to draw
attention to some failures to comply with what the law requires.
The number of cases referred to the OSA was lower than in recent
years with objections about admission arrangements continuing to
form the largest part of our work. More objections came from
parents than from any other group.

I am grateful for the work done by adjudicators, our administrative
staff and legal advisers, and for their support. The OSA aims to
consider each case referred to us impartially, honestly and
objectively and in full accordance with the legislation that
governs our powers and duties and I am confident that all my
colleagues have done everything possible to meet that aim. I am
confident too that in their dealings with parents, schools, academy
trusts, religious bodies, local authorities and others,
adjudicators and OSA staff appreciate how important the matters
raised are to those concerned and that they deal sensitively and
fairly with all.

Read the https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/osa-annual-report.1.
Ms Shan Scott was appointed as an adjudicator in 2013 and to the post of2.
Chief Adjudicator on 4 April 2016.
There are currently 8 adjudicators, including the Chief Adjudicator. All3.
are part time and paid only for the work they are asked to undertake.
Adjudicators resolve differences over the interpretation and application4.
of legislation and guidance on school admissions and statutory proposals
concerning school organisation.

In relation to all state-funded schools, adjudicators:
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rule on objections to and referrals about determined school
admission arrangements

In relation to local-authority-maintained schools, adjudicators:
decide on requests to vary admission arrangements
resolve disputes relating to school organisation proposals
resolve disputes on the transfer and disposal of non-playing
field land and assets
determine appeals from admission authorities against the
intention of the local authority to direct the admission of a
particular pupil

The Chief Adjudicator can also be asked by the Secretary of State to5.
provide advice and undertake other relevant tasks.
The Office of the Schools Adjudicator is a tribunal and until its6.
abolishment in August 2013 was supervised by the Administrative Justice
and Tribunals Council. Once published, decisions can only be challenged
through the courts.
Adjudicators do not deal with complaints from parents whose child has7.
not been offered a place at a particular school.

Press release: Evidence review on drug
misuse treatment published

Public Health England (PHE) has today, 26 January 2017, published a
comprehensive review of the evidence on the drug misuse treatment system in
England. In comparison with other countries and the international research,
it shows the system is performing well but some areas need improvement. Some
of the findings include:

60% of all opioid users are in treatment – among the highest reported
internationally
97% of all users start treatment within three weeks, which compares
favourably with other countries
there is a very low rate of HIV infection among injecting drug users
(1%) in England

The two areas where treatment in England is not doing so well are the number
of drug-related deaths, which is estimated to continue to rise, and the
numbers continuing to use opiates/heroin after starting treatment.

Although fewer people are using drugs than 10 to 15 years ago, an increase in
hospital admissions and drug-related deaths indicate that drug-related harms
are increasing. The evidence suggests this increase is largely among a small
but growing number of vulnerable, older entrenched heroin users, with poor
physical and mental health.

The evidence shows that drug treatment alone is often not enough. Social
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factors are important influences on treatment effectiveness. Those in decent
housing, employment and with good social networks are more likely to recover
and remain drug-free. Effective integrated services are important to success.

Professor Kevin Fenton, National Director of Health and Wellbeing at PHE
said:

Our review highlights the many benefits of drug misuse treatment
for individuals, families and communities. But there are challenges
ahead.

Local areas increasingly have to meet the complex needs of older
long-term heroin users, often in poor health, with other problems
particularly housing, poor social-networks and unemployment, which
are vital to successful recovery.

Services will also need to be flexible, ensuring appropriate
treatment to those seeking help for the first time, particularly
with emerging issues such as new psychoactive substances or the
problematic use of medication.

With every £1 spent on treatment yielding a £2.50 saving on the
social costs of drug misuse, it makes sound sense for local
authorities to continue to invest – helping people get their lives
back on track and fully contributing to society.

PHE also published the first annual report on individuals receiving
specialist treatment for drugs and alcohol misuse in prisons and other secure
settings, following the successful implementation of the National Drug
Treatment Monitoring System (NDTMS) in these estates.

The data will improve our understanding of the way that treatment is
delivered in secure settings and will be a valuable resource for policy
makers, commissioners and service providers. This data will now act as a
baseline against which future activity and performance will be measured.

Sarah Newton, Minister for Vulnerability, Safeguarding and Countering
Extremism said:

Recovery remains a vital part of this government’s approach to
tackling drugs and reducing their devastating impact.

This review shows progress is being made and sets out the benefits
to individuals, their families and the communities in which they
live of high quality tailored drug treatment, which can help reduce
crime.

The government will continue to act to reduce the harms caused by
drugs, setting out our approach in our forthcoming drugs strategy.



Read Evidence review of the outcomes that can be expected of drug misuse
treatment in England
Read Secure setting statistics from the NDTMS 2015 to 2016
International comparisons found England to be performing well:

relatively low rate (0.25%) of all 15 to 64 year olds in the
population are injecting
the rate of drop out from treatment before 3 and 6 months (18% and
34%) is comparable to the literature (28% on average)
The rate of Hepatitis C infection (50%) is lower than several other
countries with available data

Treatment in England is associated with a marked reduction in
convictions (47%) among those retained in treatment for 2 years or who
successfully completed treatment
New Psychoactive Substance (NPS) misuse remains a threat, particularly
in prisons. New patterns of drug use and health risk behaviour are also
becoming established, including injecting NPS and ‘chemsex’, drugs used
alongside high-risk sexual behaviour

Official statistics

Review reports

Public Health Matters blogs

For more information contact:

Press release: New hate crime package
to target groups at need

Ahead of Holocaust Memorial Day 2017, Communities Secretary Sajid Javid has
today (26 January 2017) announced £375,000 of new funding to further
encourage the reporting and prevention of hate crime.

The new package will be targeted at a range of existing organisations,
working with faith and minority communities that have historically faced
challenges in reporting hate crime. These include race and faith groups and
those working at challenging the prejudice towards people from alternative
subcultures.

The extra support will build upon the wide reaching work the government is
already doing to reduce hate crime, increase reporting and improve support
for victims. It builds on the £1 million of support directed at young people
announced as part of the government’s Hate Crime Action Plan last summer.

Mr Javid will announce the new funding in a speech at The Anne Frank Trust
Annual Lunch to mark Holocaust Memorial Day in London today, before hosting
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the UK Commemorative Ceremony for Holocaust Memorial Day.

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid said:

Holocaust Memorial Day is a stark and important reminder of what
can happen when hate and intolerance spirals out of control and
specific groups are targeted simply because they are different.

These funds build upon what government is already doing through the
Hate Crime Action Plan to challenge the misperceptions that lead to
hate crime and support victims from marginalised communities to
stand up and report incidents.

Let me be clear. Hate crime has no place whatsoever in British
society. We will not stand for it. All communities must be able to
live their lives free from fear of verbal or physical attack.

Minister for Faith and Integration Lord Bourne said:

This new funding will support communities most at risk that may
find reporting and preventing hate crime challenging for a variety
of cultural and historical reasons.

Every community in Britain should feel confident in standing up to
the perpetrators of hate crime and make it clear that hate and
intolerance is entirely unacceptable.

Groups receiving funding

The package will provide funding to the following organisations:

Sophie Lancaster Foundation: a charity set up following the murder of 20
year-old Sophie Lancaster in Lancashire in 2007 that seeks to challenge
the prejudice and intolerance towards people from alternative
subcultures; Sophie’s mother, Sylvia, visits schools around the country
to instill tolerance in young people through education

True Vision: the police reporting portal for hate crime. New funding
will help encourage groups that face challenges in reporting hate crime
including Sikh and Hindu communities and recent arrivals from Eastern
Europe; True Vision will also work with National Churchwatch, an
organisation which works to counter hate crime against the Christian
community

The Traveller Movement: a charity that aims to improve reporting rates
for hate crimes against the Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities
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Show Racism the Red Card: a campaign to unite young people of different
backgrounds using professional footballers and their clubs to educate
against racism

Additional funding will go to National Hate Crime Awareness Week that takes
place each October to develop the scope and depth of the programme and to
encourage collaboration between anti-hate crime charities across the country.

We already have one of the strongest legislative frameworks in the world to
tackle hate crime. The Hate Crime Action Plan published last year includes
new actions and support to ensure the legislation is used effectively to
support victims and deal with perpetrators. See the Hate Crime Action Plan
for more information.

The Holocaust Memorial Day Trust is a charity established by the government
to promote and support Holocaust Memorial Day (27 January) in the UK. See the
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust website for more information.

The Anne Frank Trust UK is an education charity that uses Anne Frank’s life
and diary to empower young people with the knowledge, skills and confidence
to challenge all forms of prejudice and discrimination. The charity was
recognised by the EHRC recently as a highly effective organisation in
tackling prejudice-related behaviour amongst young people.

Press release: Defence industry called
to tackle enduring challenges

Minister for Defence Procurement Harriett Baldwin launched the Innovation
Initiative’s £6m Accelerator Enduring Challenge today, seeking to fast-track
the innovative ideas which will keep the UK and its Armed Forces safe and
secure.

Cutting-edge ideas like the life-saving device being developed by the
University of Strathclyde to minimise blood loss in severely injured
personnel; and 2iC’s state-of-the-art work on secure data exchange between
soldiers, vehicles, and bases and between coalition partners and allies. The
MOD’s investment in such innovative solutions demonstrates how the government
is ensuring our Armed Forces have the most effective and innovative
capability available.

The £6m Enduring Challenge is run by the MOD’s new Defence and Security
Accelerator and will fast-track the best ideas by funding their development,
matching suppliers with expert Innovation Partners, and boosting supplier
access to defence. The competition will run regularly, with up to 12 rounds a
year.
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Opening the competition in London, Minister for Defence Procurement, Harriett
Baldwin, said:

The Accelerator Enduring Challenge is another important step in our
Innovation Initiative’s aim to transform defence. Backed by a
rising defence budget and our £800m Innovation Fund, the Innovation
Initiative is transforming Defence’s creative culture.

We are challenging academics and businesses of all kinds to
innovate, cooperate, and build mutual security and prosperity as
the UK develops its ambitious Industrial Strategy to ensure an
economy that works for everyone.

The launch event in London brought together researchers, entrepreneurs,
innovation centres, small and medium-sized enterprises, the defence industry
and international allies to build the collaborative approach which will
deliver cutting-edge defence technology.

The Accelerator Enduring Challenge builds on the previous Centre for Defence
Enterprise (CDE) Enduring competition by increasing funding and access to
government. £6m will be available for the first year of the Enduring
Challenge, which includes a second phase of new funding. The first phase will
look at ideas in their early stages, while the second phase will nurture
promising projects, as well as offering an alternative route for more
advanced ideas and technologies.

Acting Head of the Accelerator, Rob Solly, said:

Through the Enduring Challenge we are hoping to reach out to a wide
supply base, which can provide us with innovative ideas that
challenge our ways of thinking and operating. We will then work
with selected suppliers to support them in their development
towards market delivery.

The first competition of the Accelerator Enduring Challenge is now open, with
a deadline of 5 April 2017 to submit proposals. The competition will then
operate on a regular basis with up to 12 rounds per year.

More information is available on the Accelerator’s website.
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