Green Party calls on all councils to
welcome refugees after ‘national
disgrace’ of asylum seekers’ housing
revealed
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The Green Party has branded the poor housing and lack of support for refugees
in the UK a “national disgrace” and called on every council in the country to
step up and take in refugees.

Jonathan Bartley, Green Party co-leader, made the call after it was revealed
some asylum seekers were living in “rat infested” conditions [1].

Bartley said:

“That we would house those fleeing conflict and persecution in rat infested
conditions is nothing short of a national disgrace.

“How low can Britain go? This country has a proud history of being a safe
haven where those who have been abused, traumatised and suffered violations
of their basic human rights can find protection and support. That heritage is
being betrayed by this Government.

“We need to see every single local authority welcoming refugees and it is
unacceptable that while some councils have taken in hundreds of asylum
seekers others, like in the Prime Minister’s own constituency, have taken
none at all.

“We are all citizens of the world and we all have a responsibility to provide
sanctuary for those fleeing persecution. With the barbaric policies coming
from Trump’s America this week the UK should be showing the world how we can
and must do better.”

Notes:

1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-38799694
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Extra protection for Wales’ sea birds
and harbour porpoise approved

Following a consultation last year for new Special Areas of Conservation
(SAC) for harbour porpoise, the Cabinet Secretary has approved three areas.
These have now been submitted to the European Commission for consideration.

The three areas are North Anglesey Marine, West Wales Marine and the Bristol
Channel Approaches.

The areas have been identified based on 18 years of data on harbour porpoise
distribution and have been identified as important, having persistently
higher densities of harbour porpoise compared to other areas. The SACs will
complement existing conservation measures in place throughout UK waters to
help maintain the favourable status of the species.

The Cabinet Secretary has also approved three additional marine areas as
Special Protection Areas.

These include Northern Cardigan Bay which is home to the wintering red
throated diver and an extension to two important seabird breeding areas, Ynys
Feurig, Cemlyn Bay and Skokholm and Skomer, to include areas which are
vitally important to preening and other behaviours during the birds’ breeding
season.

The Cabinet Secretary said:

“We are committed to creating a network of marine protected areas
in Wales so species and habitats can thrive. A rich and healthy
marine environment ensures the sustainable use of our seas now and
in the future.

“The wide response to Natural Resources Wales’ consultation on the
protection of marine porpoises shows the value people place in
protecting marine life. I am pleased we are taking steps to provide
protection for our harbour porpoise and protect important areas for
sea birds.”

Ceri Davies, Natural Resources Wales’' Executive Director for Evidence, Policy
and Permitting, said:

“We are proud that the seas around Wales support such a rich
diversity of wildlife, which is highly valued by local communities
and sustains important businesses such as fishing, tourism and
recreation.

“NRW looks forward to working with stakeholders to ensure that
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these sites are appropriately managed to help conserve them for
future generations.”

News story: British Embassy Kabul
Programme Fund 2017-18
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British Embassy Kabul Programme Fund bidding round now open.

The British Embassy Kabul have a dedicated fund for supporting projects which
further our priorities in Afghanistan. The fund will support projects
implemented between 1 April 2017 and 31 March 2018.

How to apply to the 2017-18 bidding round:

We are looking for a range of relatively large-scale bids (£100k — £600k),
which can achieve an impact in one year. We may also consider larger or
smaller-scale bids in some areas, if they can still demonstrate that they can
achieve an impact.

Currently we are inviting bids in the area(s) of:

Social Cohesion and Countering Extremism [closing date: 12th
February 2017]

Bidders should submit bids that focus on:

e Strengthening Afghan Civil Society organisations who focus on Countering
Extremism to develop their capacity to research, design and implement
local programmes to counter violent extremism.

e Research activities to support the ongoing Peace and Reconciliation
process.

e Programmes designed to improve social cohesion, encourage plurality of
voices and build resilience in communities.

Project bids for further priority themes will be invited
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throughout February 2017. Please check this site for details and
closing dates.

In all thematic areas, successful bidders will be expected to
demonstrate:

e That the project proposal provides good value for money;

e That the project proposal has a clear, achievable impact, and responds
to a local demand or need;

e That their organisation has the capacity to deliver the project to a
high standard;

e How the project helps build Afghan capacity (International
NGOs/companies should aim to partner with a local Afghan counterpart
where feasible);

e That the impact of the project will be sustainable beyond the end of the
funding period (i.e. 31 March 2018);

e That they have carefully considered all risks and have proposed suitable
mitigation methods.

N.B. Bids for projects in Afghanistan’s provinces will be given a
higher priority.

To apply, you should:

e Read all the documents and requirements

e Complete the project concept note form and submit your proposal to
BEKProgrammeFund@hotmail.com by the date given above in the theme
header. Please ensure the theme area of the bid is included in the
subject line.

Implementers who have been successful at the initial concept note stage will
be contacted by the British Embassy and invited to submit a full proposal by
late March 2017.

Implementers whose proposals are awarded funding will be notified by April
2017, with an expectation that activity could begin shortly afterwards, and
end by 31 March 2018.

Before bidding please familiarise yourself with the following key documents:
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Press release: Late payment reporting
guidance launched for large businesses

e guidance published ahead of measures coming into force in April 2017 to
boost transparency of payment practices to help small and medium sized
businesses (SMEs)

e regulations laid in parliament today will make large businesses publish
details on the time taken to pay their suppliers to shine a light on bad
practice

e latest figures show SMEs are owed £26.3 billion in overdue payments

Guidance to help large businesses report on how quickly they pay their
suppliers will be published today (31 January 2017), as regulations are laid
in parliament by Small Business Minister Margot James.

The regulations confirm that from April 2017, large companies and limited
liability partnerships (LLPs) will have to publically report twice a year on
their payment practices and performance, including the average time taken to
pay supplier invoices.

Failure to report will be a criminal offence and the guidance published today
will help large businesses and limited liability partnerships prepare for
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these measures coming into force.

Small Business Minister Margot James said:

The UK is home to a record 5.5 million small businesses and the
industrial strategy will help address many of the challenges they
face getting finance and scaling up. It’s completely unacceptable
that small and medium-sized businesses are owed £26.3 billion in
late payments, which hampers their ability to grow and has no place
in an economy that works for all.

Large businesses have an important role to play and the guidance
published today will help them fulfil their responsibilities and
improve payment practices across the board.

The changes are part of a package to shine a spotlight on bad payment
practice and lead to improved standards. This includes the appointment of the
Small Business Commissioner to support small businesses in resolving payment
disputes, with the Commissioner’s office expected to be up and running later
in the year.

Recent findings from the payment processor Bacs report that nearly half of
the UK’'s small-to-medium sized businesses experience late payment, with £26.3
billion owed to them in total. The regulations laid in Parliament today aim
to tackle this by increasing transparency and helping small businesses make
informed decisions about who they do business with.

The modern industrial strategy green paper sets out a plan to improve living
standards and economic growth by increasing productivity and driving growth
across the whole country. We encourage businesses of all sizes and anyone
with an interest to respond.

Mike Cherry, National Chairman at the Federation of Small Businesses, said:

The new duty to report is the centrepiece of the government’s
transparency agenda to combat poor payment practice. We welcome
this as an important tool to change a UK business culture where it
is deemed acceptable to pay small firms late. We estimate that if
payments were made promptly, 50,000 business deaths could be
avoided every year, adding £2.5 billion to the UK economy. It’s now
crucial that these regulations are introduced and robustly enforced
with proper sanctions put in place for any large business that
tries to hide its payment practices.

There is now a clear will to tackle poor payments. Together with
the new Small Business Commissioner and the developing corporate
governance agenda to improve supply chain respect at board level,
we must see a reduction in the £26 billion owed in late payments.


https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/building-our-industrial-strategy

Jacqueline de Rojas, Managing Director of UK, Ireland and Northern Europe at
Sage, said:

Our small business customers across the country tell us that late
payment is still one of their biggest barriers to competing with
larger suppliers. We know it impacts their ability to invest and
innovate. And when you consider that people building these
businesses create two-thirds of all new jobs, it’'s easy to see what
a detrimental effect this could have on the financial health of the
nation.

Through partnerships, advice and digital tools, we work hard to
help small businesses manage cash flow challenges, and this new
light-touch regulation is good news for them. This is a welcome
move in the right direction to creating a stronger, fairer economy
and making the UK the best place to start and run a business.

Press release: UK to boost jobs and
trade for world’s poorest countries

The UK will sharpen its focus on economic development in the world’s poorest
countries to help create economic growth that will sustain rapidly growing
populations, provide a long term solution to poverty and deal with the root
causes of problems that affect Britain, International Development Secretary
Priti Patel announced today.

Over the next decade a billion more young people will enter the job market,
mainly in Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa. Africa’s population is set to double
by 2050. This demographic challenge will add to the pressure of protracted

crises and mass migration.

DFID's first Economic Development Strategy sets out how investment in
economic development will help developing nations speed up their rate of
economic growth, trade more and industrialise faster, and ultimately lift
themselves out of poverty.

By helping the world’s poorest countries grow their economies, this
investment will help create the UK’s trading partners of the future, boost
global prosperity and address some of the root causes of global issues such
as mass migration and instability that affect the UK.

International Development Secretary Priti Patel said:

There is no task more urgent than defeating poverty. The UK has a
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proud record of supporting people in desperate humanitarian crises,
but emergency help alone won’t tackle the global changes we face.

With dramatic increases in population across Africa and Asia,
developing nations must act fast to create jobs and investment,
which is why Global Britain is leading a more open, more modern
approach to development through our economic development to help
the world’s poorest countries stand on their own two feet.

Over the next decade a billion more young people will enter the job
market. Africa’s population is set to double by 2050 and as many as
18 million extra jobs will be needed. Failure will consign a
generation to a future where jobs and opportunity are out of reach,
potentially fuelling instability and mass migration with direct
consequences for Britain.

Developing countries want to harness trade, growth and investment
opportunities, and Britain will lead the way to lift huge numbers
out of grinding poverty to prosperity.

The department will work across government to increase the number and quality
of jobs in poor countries, enable businesses to grow and prosper, and also
support better infrastructure, technology and a skilled and healthy
workforce.

Today’s announcement builds on the UK's existing work to drive economic
development, which has helped almost 70 million people access financial
services, over 6 million people improve their land and property rights, and
improved access to clean energy for over 6 million people.

Through the new Economic Development Strategy DFID will:

e build the potential for developing countries to trade more with the UK
and the world

e create economic opportunities in fragile and conflict states where jobs
and livelihoods are desperately needed

e build partnerships with business — including small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) — to make it easier for companies, including those in
the UK, to invest in markets of the future

e work closely with the City of London so it becomes the leading financial
centre for the developing world

e focus investment in job-creating sectors such as manufacturing,
infrastructure and commercial agriculture to provide strong foundations
for sustainable growth

e use the UK’'s voice in the World Trade Organisation (WTO) to argue for
better and fairer trading rules

e strengthen institutions, tackle corruption and help countries mobilise
their own domestic resources to support their development

e continue to champion innovative private finance investment to stimulate
growth. CDC will be at the heart of this.



