
Traditionally Reared Pedigree Welsh
Pork Awarded Protected Status

The European Commission has today awarded Pork from traditionally reared
Pedigree Welsh Pigs with Traditional Specialities Guaranteed (TSG) status. It
joins a number of Welsh products that have been successful in achieving EU
protected status. These include PGI Welsh Lamb and Beef, PDO Halen
Mȏn/Anglesey Sea Salt,  PGI Pembrokeshire early new potatoes, Conwy Mussels,
PGI Carmarthen Ham and PDO & PGI Welsh Wine. 

Unlike geographically specific protected foods, Pedigree Welsh Pork can be
produced anywhere in Europe, providing the animals are pedigree and are
registered with the British Pig Association or a similar breed association.
Pig keepers using the TSG designation will be encouraged to become members of
the Pedigree Welsh Pig Society who will be able to offer help and support to
ensure pigs are reared according to traditional methods, keeping to the high
standards of husbandry. 

The application process for TSG status began over 4 years ago with support
and funding from the Welsh Government. Cabinet Secretary for the Environment
and Rural Affairs, Lesley Griffiths welcomed the announcement. She said: 

“I would like to congratulate Pedigree Welsh Pig Society for
gaining the first Traditional Specialities Guaranteed (TSG) EU
status in Wales.  I am pleased the Welsh Government was able to
assist the application with funding and support.  

“This is further confirmation of what we already know – Wales
produces world leading food and drink.  Our Protected Food Name
basket is growing, which gives recognition to the dedication of our
producers to quality and it ensures their products are protected
under EU law.”

Bob Stevenson, Chairman of the Pedigree Welsh Pig Society and an eminent pig
vet said:

“Consumers can now be 100% certain when buying traditionally reared
Pedigree Welsh pork that provenance is assured and that the meat
has been produced in a way that has prioritised the well-being of
the animal throughout its entire life.”

“This is a great accolade for Wales’ native pig breed and one that
will help further elevate the profile of Welsh pork”, says Melanie
Cargill, representative of a new initiative to develop the pig
industry in Wales. “Shoppers are increasingly looking for assurance
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when it comes to their food purchases and this gives discerning
customers that something extra.”

“Being only the third TSG awarded in the UK, it really demonstrates
how unique the Welsh pig is.”

Lesley Griffiths also spoke of the Welsh Government’s intention to ensure
Protected Food Names continue to be recognised after the UK leaves the
European Union:

“We are working closely with Defra, who act as the link to the EU,
to ensure a future for protected food names when we leave Europe.
There are other countries outside of Europe with protected food
names and this sets a precedent for the UK to consider a similar
reciprocal scheme in the future.” 

Clarity on Brexit – Finance Ministers
voice disappointment following
quadrilateral meeting

Following today’s Finance Ministers Quadrilateral in Edinburgh the devolved
administrations have voiced their disappointment at the UK Government’s lack
of assurances that there will be meaningful engagement over the approach it
proposes to take on Brexit. The Scottish, Welsh and Northern Ireland
Ministers also underlined the economic and public finance challenges this
lack of clarity presents.

The meeting was attended by Scotland’s Finance Secretary Derek Mackay, Chief
Secretary to the Treasury David Gauke, the Welsh Government’s Finance
Secretary Mark Drakeford and Stormont Finance Minister Máirtín Ó Muilleoir.

Welsh Government Finance Secretary Mark Drakeford said:  

“Our White Paper, Securing Wales’ Future, which was discussed at
the recent JMC (EN) provides a comprehensive, credible plan for the
negotiations as the UK prepares to exit from the EU.  It focuses on
Wales’ priorities but in a way which would work for the whole of
the UK.

“We have always been clear that a hard Brexit would be highly
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damaging to the Welsh and UK economy. That is why we have
repeatedly called for full and unfettered access to the single
market in our negotiations with the UK Government.  Our economy is
closely integrated into the single market and our success in
attracting foreign investment owes much to this access.

“The fact of Brexit is not in doubt but we need to ensure a good
outcome for Wales.  We will continue our discussions with the UK
Government through the JMC (EN) but we need to see these
discussions intensify over the next few weeks as the triggering of
Article 50 approaches.  We need a clear signal from the UK
Government that the views of the devolved administrations are taken
into account so we secure a future post Brexit that works for Wales
and works for the rest of the UK.”

Scotland’s Finance Secretary Mr Mackay said: 

“While I am disappointed about this lack of progress with the UK
Government, we will continue to work with the Welsh and Northern
Ireland Governments as it is essential for the devolved
administrations to be at the heart of any decision making. We need
clarity from the UK Government as we have the right to have our say
on how devolved budgets and our economy will be affected by a hard
Brexit. I asked again today that the UK Government give serious
consideration to the proposals the Scottish Government has put
forward in response to the outcome of the EU referendum and
responds constructively, in the interests of the people of
Scotland.

“We have been clear, keeping Scotland in the European single market
is absolutely essential for Scottish jobs, investment and long-term
economic wellbeing.”

Stormont Finance Minister Máirtín Ó Muilleoir said: 

“ I have previously been on record saying that there is a lack of
understanding of the calamitous effects that Brexit would have on
our local economy and there has been no appreciation of the need
for a special status for the North within the EU. Nothing I have
heard today changes that.”
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Today, the North Korean Ambassador to the UK, Choe Il, was summoned to the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office following a ballistic missile launch on 11
February 2017.

A Foreign Office spokeswoman said:

The UK fully supports the UN Security Council’s strong condemnation
of North Korea’s recent ballistic missile launch. Today, in
summoning the North Korean Ambassador, we have made clear that the
actions of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) were in
direct violation of multiple resolutions, are a threat to
international security and that such dangerous and destabilising
activity must stop.

We urge North Korea to stop its provocative actions, which threaten
international peace and security, and instead re-engage with the
international community, and take credible, concrete steps to
prioritise the well-being of its own people instead of the nuclear
and ballistic missile programmes. The Ambassador was asked to
convey this message to Pyongyang in the strongest possible terms.

Further information

Follow the Foreign Office on twitter @foreignoffice

Follow the Foreign Office on facebook

Green Party responds to Trump state
visit announcement
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14 February 2017

The Green Party has responded to news the Government has said it will press
ahead with plans to give President Trump a state visit despite public
opposition. [1]

Jonathan Bartley, Green Party co-leader, said:

“It is deeply disappointing that in its desperation to pander to the new US
President the Government has ignored almost 2 million British people who made
it clear they do not want to give a racist misogynist the highest honour our
country has to offer.

“Donald Trump’s presidency has already been marked by an utterly disgraceful
travel ban, while his apparent intent to withdraw from the Paris Agreement
highlights his contempt for environmental protection.

“We should be showing backbone and leadership by taking a stand against the
President’s damaging policies – not rolling out a red carpet.”

ENDS.

For more information contact: press@greenparty.org.uk / 0203 691 9401

Notes:

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/feb/14/government-says-trump-re1.
ceive-full-courtesy-state-visit-petition
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The announcement of a new teacher-training fund is a step in the right
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direction, the Scottish Conservatives have said, but more needs to be done.

The Scottish Government’s investment for new teachers has been welcomed by
shadow education secretary Liz Smith, but she warned it would not make up for
a decade of educational neglect.

Just one of the many issues local authorities have faced under SNP leadership
is the recruitment process for schools and maintaining the services of
specialist teachers.

Figures have shown that schools have struggled over the years to attract the
necessary number of teachers, with some councils even being forced to offer
financial incentives.

Scottish Conservative shadow education secretary Liz Smith said:

“This will be welcome news for Scotland’s teaching profession which has had
to bear the full brunt of the SNP’s successive cuts to teacher numbers since
2007.

“It has been abundantly clear for some time that Scotland has too few
professionally trained teachers particularly in some core subject areas and
we know that several local authorities have found it impossible to fill key
vacancies with the obvious costs to education in the classroom.

“The key test is not only the provision of more teacher training places but
an improvement in the employment rates for newly qualified teachers.

“Scotland cannot afford to lose its talented pool of teacher trainees nor can
it allow the SNP to fail again in its workforce planning.”

For more on the story, visit:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-38969970

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-38969970

