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Inflammatory comments like those by
Michael Howard will not help Britain
get what it needs from Brexit

negotiations — Thornberry

Emily Thornberry MP,
Labour’s Shadow Foreign Secretary, remarking on former Tory Leader Michael
Howard’s comments, said:

“Inflammatory comments

like those by Michael Howard will not help Britain get what it needs from
these

difficult Brexit negotiations. Sadly it’'s typical of the botched Tory
approach

which threatens a bad deal for Britain.

“Labour is clear that the
sovereignty of Gibraltar must be protected and that the interests of British
citizens in Gibraltar are safeguarded.”

Ends

Kirsty Williams calls on Welsh
universities to become Living Wage
employers

In her annual remit letter to Higher Education Funding Council for Wales
(HEFCW) she has set out her expectations from the higher education sector,
including the need for universities to pay their staff the Living Wage.

Currently only one Welsh university is an accredited living wage employer.
The Welsh Government has been an accredited Living Wage employer since 2015.

Kirsty Williams said:

“I am ambitious, and confident, that higher education can deliver
on our national mission to open up opportunities for all our
citizens, raise standards across the board and ensure an education
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system that is a source of national pride, innovation and
confidence.

“The Welsh Government has been an accredited Living Wage employer
since 2015. I would also like the Council to begin working with
institutions to create a living wage sector. I expect to see rapid
progress on this. It is disappointing that only one of our
universities is an accredited living wage employer.

“Universities’ commitment to a civic mission requires reach beyond
campus and into their host communities. This is not restricted to
teaching and research and widening access. It should be
demonstrated in how they value their staff and students, and be an
example of a progressive and fair employer.

“I would like to see HEFCW work with institutions on these matters,
such as procurement, with an emphasis on efficiency, social
responsibility and impact, and student, graduate and employer
opportunities.”

Last year the Education Secretary called for Welsh universities to reconnect
with the communities that surround them.

Press release: PM call with Chief
Minister of Gibraltar: 2 April 2017

The Prime Minister called the Chief Minister of Gibraltar, Fabian Picardo,
this morning.

She reiterated our long-standing position that the UK remains steadfastly
committed to our support for Gibraltar, its people and its economy. The Prime
Minister said we will never enter into arrangements under which the people of
Gibraltar would pass under the sovereignty of another state against their
freely and democratically expressed wishes, nor will we ever enter into a
process of sovereignty negotiations with which Gibraltar is not content.

The Prime Minister said we remain absolutely dedicated to working with
Gibraltar for the best possible outcome on Brexit, and will continue to
involve them fully in the process.
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