
Press release: Improvements for
drivers on M1 in East Midlands

Motorists using the M1 in the East Midlands are set to benefit from better,
more reliable journeys as part of a £120m upgrade starting next week.

Highways England will be improving 7.5 miles of the vital route in a project
which will make journeys faster and more reliable by providing a much needed
extra lane in each direction, particularly around East Midlands Airport.

The work, which starts on 30 March, is part of a major government investment
worth £15bn to build a modern and resilient road network.

Highways England project manager David Cooke said:

Drivers currently experience congestion and unreliable journey
times at busy periods and traffic is predicted to increase,
particularly with the growth expected at East Midlands Airport.

By upgrading this stretch of motorway, Highways England will reduce
congestion and improve travel times and make journeys more
reliable.

This work will also support the economy and boost economic growth
within the region by improving traffic flow on the motorway
reducing the cost of economic delay to commuters and business
traffic.

The M1 is a strategic route that carries more than 130,000 vehicles per day
between Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire. It will be upgraded
to smart motorway between Diseworth (junction 23a) and Risley (junction 25).

The scheme will also introduce new CCTV cameras and electronic information
signs and signals on gantries – these will show the variable mandatory speed
limits and manage traffic flow and incidents.

Emergency refuge areas will also be installed throughout the length of the
scheme with the installation of a reinforced barrier and hardened central
reserve to further improve safety.

Between Diseworth and Kegworth (junction 24) the hard shoulder will be used
at peak times, and between Kegworth and Risley it will be permanently
converted to a fourth traffic lane.

The work is due for completion in winter 2018.

Elsewhere, motorists are also being reminded that there will be a contraflow
in place on the M1 between junction 24 for Kegworth to A453/ A42 Finger Farm
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Roundabout (near East Midlands Airport) while development work starts on the
East Midlands Gateway scheme.

For more information about the smart motorway upgrade, visit the scheme
website.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Keir Starmer responds to Tory calls
for a ‘root and branch’ review of EU
regulations

Keir
Starmer MP, Labour’s Shadow Secretary of State for Exiting the European
Union, responding to Tory calls for a ‘root and branch’ review of EU
regulations, said:

“The
report that Iain Duncan Smith cites describes basic employment rights as
costly
regulations.

“On the eve of triggering Article 50 it
is increasingly clear that rights and protections are seen by many senior
Tories, including in the Cabinet, as an “expensive” luxury that British
workers
and consumer consumers can do without.

“That is why one of Labour’s six tests for the Brexit deal is that it defends
hard fought for rights and protections and doesn’t lead to a race to the
bottom.

“The Prime Minister must stand up to the growing voices in her Party that see
Brexit as a once in a generation opportunity to dismantle the rights and
protections that underpin our economic model.”
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THE WILL OF THE SCOTTISH PEOPLE SHOULD
BE RESPECTED

28 March 2017

THE WILL OF THE SCOTTISH PEOPLE SHOULD BE RESPECTED – DUGDALE

The SNP should respect the will of the Scottish people by scrapping its plan
for another divisive referendum, Kezia Dugdale said today.

Speaking in the latest Scottish Parliament debate on independence, the
Scottish Labour leader said that Scotland is already divided enough.

If you believe that Scotland should remain part of the UK, sign up to our
website www.togetherstronger.scot and add your support.

Here is the full text of Kezia Dugdale’s speech in the Scottish Parliament:

Last week we came together to remember those who lost their lives or were
injured in the Westminster terror attack.

We united in our condemnation of a barbaric act, and reaffirmed our
commitment to the values of tolerance and integration, freedom and
solidarity.

It was right that last week’s debate about a second independence referendum
was postponed.

But the business of the Scottish Parliament has now resumed.

And here I am once again responding to remarks from the First Minister about
a second independence referendum.

If it feels familiar to those of us in here just imagine how familiar it must
feel to those outside of this chamber.

To people who very rarely tune in to these discussions.

Who just want political leaders to focus on the business of government by
delivering good schools and hospitals, and on growing the economy to provide
jobs and prosperity.

But once again they see us debating the issue they thought had been decided
in a once-in-a-generation vote in 2014.

Yesterday’s meeting between the Prime Minister and the First Minister summed
up where we are in this country.
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Two intransigent leaders focussed only on the constitution, while the
business of government gets pushed to one side.

Nicola Sturgeon demonstrated that she has given up any pretence that she
wants the best Brexit deal for Scotland.

Instead of fighting for more powers to come to Scotland from Brussels, it’s
independence or nothing for the First Minister.

And we had the spectacle of Theresa May claiming to be the best protector of
the Union.

Just ponder that for a moment…

The leader of a Conservative Party that has caused so much division in our
society.

That set Scotland against England in the General Election.

And whose reckless Brexit gamble brought us to this point, where leaving the
EU just provides the SNP with the latest excuse it was looking for to push
for another referendum.

So some humility from the Tories, and a genuine desire to probably engage
with this place wouldn’t go amiss.

Presiding Officer, in the week since we last met to discuss, at least three
issues which would normally dominate the front pages of our newspapers have
been buried in the back of the book.

We have learned that the SNP has abandoned a promise to reduce the working
hours of junior doctors. A promise made by the former First Minister to the
parents of a woman who lost her life.

We have seen a damning report into the quality and provision of child and
adolescent mental health services.

And just today, it has been confirmed that Scotland’s cancer waiting times
have not been met for four years.

Each of these 3 issues constitutes an individual scandal.

Together they a represent a complete abdication of responsibility.

But we aren’t discussing any of those things. After all, why would the
government responsible for the NHS want to debate its 10 year record on the
health service?

Not when there is yet another independence debate to be had.

We all know the outcome of the vote tonight.

The compliant Greens will once again back their fellow Nationalists in the
SNP.



Let’s not pretend that this SNP-Green push for another divisive referendum
reflects the will of the Scottish people.

Because It doesn’t.

85 per cent of the population voted in the last referendum, and we voted
decisively to remain in the UK.

That’s the will of the people and it should be respected.

My message to the First Minister remains unchanged: we are divided enough –
do not divide us again.

Because leaving the UK would mean £15billion worth of extra cuts to schools
and hospitals in Scotland.

And every time I am in a tv studio with a member of the governing party, as I
was this morning, they seek to try and rubbish or ridicule these figures –
but they simply can’t deny that these are the government’s own numbers.

The government’s own stats say Independence would be catastrophic for working
families.

That’s why I could never support a policy that would hurt our poorest
communities, so the question beckons, why would the First Minister?

We are just hours away from the start of the formal process of leaving the
European Union.

The First Minister and I agree that Brexit risks damaging our relationship
with Europe.

It will threaten thousands of jobs right here in Scotland and hold back our
economy.

But like her I, accept that Brexit is going to happen. Scotland is leaving
the European Union.

The First Minister has finally dropped the pretence that we could remain in
the EU and that clarity is welcome.

The First Minister has another decision to make now too.

Is she going to spend the next 2yrs and 100% of her time campaigning for
Scotland to leave the UK, at the expense of governing… or will she roll up
her sleeves from today and seek to secure more powers for this Parliament
when they return from Brussels to Britain?

Because tomorrow I will be in Cardiff doing just that.

Working with the Labour First Minister of Wales, Carwyn Jones, who is
prepared to put in the hard work necessary now to secure the best Brexit deal
for Wales and for the United Kingdom.



Because this isn’t a battle between independence and the status quo.

It’s about the SNP’s never ending campaign for separation and what the people
want – and voted for – a powerful Scottish Parliament within the United
Kingdom.

These benches will campaign with everything we have for Scotland to remain in
the UK.

A UK where political and economic power is in the hands of the many, not the
few.

A UK that delivers for the people of Scotland.

That was our manifesto commitment and we will honour that tonight by voting
against the SNP’s plan for another divisive referendum.

News story: £100 million a year boost
for energy intensive industries

Regulations to save heavy electricity users like steel and chemical companies
around £100 million a year in energy costs have been laid in parliament
today.

The government expects the new measures to benefit over 130 eligible energy
intensive companies across the UK in sectors including steel, chemicals,
glass and cement. The new measures will exempt these companies from a
proportion of costs of the Contracts for Difference scheme, which is designed
to encourage investment in low-carbon energy generation.

Contracts for Difference are won through a competitive process which drives
down costs and guarantees companies a certain price for the low-carbon
electricity they produce for a set number of years. This gives them the
support and certainty they need to attract investment and get projects off
the ground.

The costs of funding the scheme are recovered through a levy on energy
suppliers which is passed on to domestic and business energy bills. This only
makes up a minor part of most electricity bills, but has a more significant
impact on those industries that use a lot of electricity.

The government committed in the Industrial Strategy green paper to minimise
business costs and commission a review of the opportunities to reduce the
cost of achieving our decarbonisation goals in the power and industrial
sectors.

Energy Minister Jesse Norman said:
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We want the UK to be one of the best places in the world to build
and grow a business, and that means creating the right conditions
for companies to thrive and succeed.

These industries are worth £52 billion to the UK economy, support
600,000 jobs and produce essential products that people use every
day. That is why we have taken this action to support them.

Although energy costs on average account for 3% of UK business expenditure,
there are 15 sectors where this reaches 10%.

In addition to the support announced today the government is continuing
discussions with the European Union about securing further exemptions from
policy costs for energy intensive industries. In the meantime a compensation
scheme for the policy costs of the Renewables Obligation and Feed-in Tariff
schemes remains in place.

The government launched a consultation into the proposed Contracts for1.
Difference exemption for energy intensive industries last year. The
response to this consultation has been published today.

The other policy costs the government is seeking exemptions for energy2.
intensive industries from are the Renewables Obligation and Feed-in-
Tariffs. Discussions with the European Union are continuing about
securing these exemptions and we will make a further announcement in due
course.

The energy intensive companies receiving relief are typically located in3.
areas with above average unemployment. Over half of energy intensive
industry compensation is paid to sites in the bottom 18% of local
authorities by claimant count.

Press release: Talented graduates
wanted for career in social work

Graduates across the country are being encouraged to apply to a fast-track
programme to become the next generation of child and family social workers.

Applications open today for Step Up to Social Work, a 14-month programme that
combines real-world experience in a local authority social work team with
high-quality university training.
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Successful candidates will be awarded a postgraduate diploma in social work
when they graduate, allowing them to register and practice as a social
worker.

The government is working hard to make this a country that works for
everyone, and social work is at the heart of this fairer society. This
includes making social work a career that many more people will aspire and
have the opportunity to join.

This is backed by an over £800 million investment in social worker training
and improvement, including through teaching partnerships, bursaries and our
fast-track programmes Frontline and Step Up.

Edward Timpson, Minister for Vulnerable Children and Families, said:

Whether you are a recent graduate or someone whose student days are
long behind you, this is a fantastic opportunity to begin a new
career helping children and families. We want all young people to
be able to go as far as their talents will take them, and part of
that is making sure childhood is a happy and safe time in their
lives.

I have been inspired by previous graduates of the programme, and
I’m sure this year will be no different. I look forward to meeting
the next generation of social workers who will be transforming
children’s lives.

Isabelle Trowler, Chief Social Worker for Children and Families, said:

I know from my own experience what a challenging and fulfilling
career child and family social work is, and I’m pleased to see that
this programme is encouraging more people to consider it.
Programmes like this one are attracting hundreds of talented
graduates each year, who could make a real difference to the lives
of children and families.

The Step Up to Social Work programme runs every 2 years, with more students
qualifying as social workers each time. In 2015, 300 students completed their
training and we expect over 420 students to graduate in June this year. Many
of those graduating will be offered a trainee social worker role with the
local authority where they trained.

This year more than 550 funded places are available to support trainees.
After applications close in May, students will start training in January
2018.

Candidates are eligible to apply if they have a 2:1 degree, or a 2:2 plus a
higher degree, which can include a master’s degree or a Postgraduate
Certificate in Education, in a discipline other than social work. They should
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also have the equivalent of a GCSE grade C in maths and English, and
experience of working with children, young people or families.

Ahead of the formal application process opening today, potential1.
applicants were invited to register interest by providing an email
contact. They received an automatic notification email informing them
when the application process went live.
This will be the fifth cohort of the Step Up to Social Work programme.2.
More information about applying to Step Up to Social Work is available.3.
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