The Inspectorate is clear, police
funding and police numbers have been
cut under the Tories — Abbott

Following today’s publication of the PEEL report on the effectiveness of
individual police forces in England and Wales, Labour’s Shadow Home Secretary
Diane Abbott said:

“HMIC has previously warned that the police are not well equipped to prevent
crime. These individual assessments of police forces show that verdict is
fully justified.

“We have some police forces artificially lowering demand, crimes being
written off and fewer arrests being made, even for serious crimes. HMIC also
found that in some forces key capabilities, such as skilled investigators and
community policing are insufficient or are declining.

“We should be clear. This is not the fault of the police forces of individual
officers. The government is in denial, but the Inspectorate is clear, police
funding and police numbers have been cut under the Tories. This is where the
problem lies. These problems of police effectiveness are a Tory failure.”

Press release: Design and technical
consultant announced for A303
Stonehenge scheme

Highways England has appointed AECOM to provide technical support in the
detailed design and planning application process for the A303 Stonehenge
scheme.

AECOM will be Highways England’s Technical Partner for the Amesbury to
Berwick Down project, which includes proposals for a tunnel near Stonehenge.

In its £15 billion five-year Road Investment Strategy — the biggest in a
generation — the Government has pledged to upgrade the A303 corridor into a
high quality, high performing route.

The aim is to provide an enhanced link between the M3 in the South East and
the M5 in the South West, improving journeys for millions of people, and
additional schemes in the first road investment period include dualling the
A303 between Sparkford and Ilchester and the A358 between Taunton and
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Southfields.

As part of the investment, a £1.4 billion project has been proposed to
improve the single carriageway section of the A303 at Stonehenge, and to
assist in further developing and delivering the scheme, Highways England has
awarded the Technical Partner contract to AECOM, in partnership with Mouchel
and MACE.

The Technical Partner will be required to develop the preliminary design for
the scheme, manage and lead on the Development Consent Order application for
the scheme, and provide technical assurance of the detailed design and
construction.

The eight-year contract, valued between £40 and £50 million, has been awarded
under an open tender competition.

Subject to the outcome of the Development Consent Order examination by the
Planning Inspectorate, and to the Transport Secretary’s decision regarding a
development consent order application, the proposed scheme is on target for
construction work to start in 2020.

Derek Parody, Highways England project director for the A303 Stonehenge
scheme, said:

This award is another step in our commitment to deliver the A303
Stonehenge improvement scheme. We have enjoyed an excellent and
productive working partnership with the Arup Atkins Joint Venture
during the route options identification phase, and we are now
looking forward to forging another successful partnership with
AECOM.

We are still busy developing the design of the scheme, following a
successful public consultation, and although we are yet to receive
permission to start construction, this appointment will help us to
design the best scheme possible to improve this road and enhance
the World Heritage Site, and to prepare for works getting under way
on time and to budget.

The single carriageway A303 between Amesbury and Berwick Down currently runs
alongside Stonehenge and the proposed option is to dual the seven-mile
section, including a 1.8-mile tunnel, to improve journey times, remove the
sight and sound of traffic and enhance the World Heritage Site. The proposal
also includes options for a bypass of the village of Winterbourne Stoke.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.



Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

News story: Home Office funds PCCs to
support further police and fire
collaboration

Minister for Policing and the Fire Service Brandon Lewis has awarded £1
million from the Police Transformation Fund to 9 police and crime
commissioners (PCCs) for their work in developing proposals to take on the
additional responsibility for the governance of fire and rescue in their
area.

The proposals are expected to bring about a fundamental shift to the way
police and fire services work together, including sharing estates or back
office functions. It follows a police-led process which saw funding
recommendations made by the Police Reform and Transformation Board.

The PCCs who will receive funds are Sussex, West Mercia, Essex,
Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire, Hertfordshire, Gloucestershire,
Staffordshire and North Yorkshire.

Minister for Policing and the Fire Service Brandon Lewis said:

Further collaboration between the 2 services presents a real
opportunity to increase their efficiency and effectiveness — that’s
good for the public as whole.

PCCs taking on responsibility for fire and rescue services will
lead to the same level of public accountability for both services.
I am pleased to support those PCCs who are developing proposals to
take on governance of local fire and rescue services.

The new provisions in the Policing and Crime Act 2017 enable PCCs to take on
responsibility for the governance of local fire and rescue services where a
local case is made. It brings the same direct accountability to fire as is
already in place with policing and allows PCCs to drive reform, maximize the
benefits of collaboration and ensure best practice is shared.

Several PCCs are developing proposals to take on governance of local fire and
rescue services as the earliest adopters of the new governance provisions.
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Further PCCs are expected to bring forward proposals soon and the funding
award will ensure that the work and knowledge gained is properly disseminated
amongst the policing community.

Set up as part of the spending review in 2015, the fund, which is police-led
through the Police Reform and Transformation Board, is designed to allocate
extra investment to continue the job of reform and shape policing for the
future. PCCs and chief constable representatives sit on the board alongside
senior leaders in policing, with the final decisions on bids made by the Home
Secretary.

Press release: Justice Secretary
visits HMP Wayland to see reform in
action

e Elizabeth Truss thanks staff at HMP Wayland for their vital work in
delivering major reforms to improve safety and turn prisoners lives
around

e Follows the launch of Her Majesty’s Prisons and Probation Service,
giving governors greater autonomy to improve security and recruit staff

e Major recruitment drive across the prison estate as part of £100 million
investment for 2,500 additional officers and specific funding for
Wayland to tackle violence

Justice Secretary Elizabeth Truss, today (12 April 2017) paid tribute to the
vital work of the Governor and staff at HMP Wayland as part of a nationwide
tour of prisons to see reform in action.

The visit comes after the launch of Her Majesty’s Prisons and Probation
Service (HMPPS), a world-leading agency, which put governors firmly in the
driving seat with the power and budget to determine how their prisons are
run.

Since taking up post, the Justice Secretary has taken significant action to
boost safety, announcing £100 million a year to recruit 2,500 prison officers
to bolster the frontline and increase staff numbers.

A further £10 million has been invested for increased security measures in a
number of prisons. HMP Wayland received a cash boost of over £200,000 which
they are using to recruit new specialist staff to reduce violence as well as
deterrents such as mobile phone detectors and improved CCTV.

Today the Justice Secretary sat down with the Governor and officers at HMP
Wayland to hear first-hand how the reforms and security investment are
helping to improve the prison.
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Speaking after the visit, the Justice Secretary said:

I am committed to making prisons safe and decent places to live and
work, reducing the risk of reoffending and in turn creating fewer
victims of crime.

I have always been clear that as well as punishing offenders, our
prisons must become places of safety and reform. We must do all we
can to give prisoners the best chance to turn their lives around.

I came to Wayland today to make sure staff know I'm committed to
giving them the support they need to do their jobs safely and
securely.

The Justice Secretary recently unveiled the landmark Prisons and Court Reform
Bill which paves the way for prisons to take action against people who break

the law and give offenders the vital skills they need to turn their backs on

crime.

With prison governors being given greater control over how they run their
establishments — a key commitment in the Prison Safety and Reform White Paper
— Wayland is creating necessary links with local employers to help reduce the
risk of reoffending. This will help transform the lives of offenders by
getting them into employment, with training opportunities which have secured
sustained job opportunities with local employers including Camden Boss.

In the coming months, the Justice Secretary and Prisons Minister Sam Gyimah
will continue to visit prisons across England and Wales to maintain their
discussions with prison officers and governors and see wholescale reforms in
action.

New lease of life for town centre Inns

Plas yn Dre, Bala has been a family run restaurant since 1990 but has
undergone a transformation in 2017 with a complete re-vamp and the addition
of 9 Guest Bedrooms, with support of £72,000 from the Tourism Investment
Support Scheme.

The Grade II listed building is now fully open for Easter with a restaurant,
lounge and bar area. The main works were to convert the upper 2 floors into
the 9 en-suite bedrooms. Having opened the restaurant for the Mother’s Day
in March, owner Sion Williams is delighted with the feedback to date and is
looking forward to a busy season, he said:
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“The finished article far exceeds our expectations and the customer
feedback is unbelievable with rooms being sold out for much of the
Easter weekend.”

The Erskine Arms in Conwy will open in May, following a redevelopment which
will see the historic inn transformed to include a restaurant and 10 high
quality rooms. The redevelopment of this traditional Georgian Coaching Inn
has been supported by the Tourism Investment Support Scheme with £140,000 and
will create 23 jobs.

The Erskine is owned by Stange & Co. Ltd who also own The Cottage Loaf and
The Snowdon in Llandudno and The Glengower in Aberystwyth. Stange & Co. Ltd.
is a family owned group of character pubs and inns independently run and
focus on homemade hearty food on their menu along with local cask ales at the
bar. There will be a strong emphasis on both local and seasonal produce
throughout the menu.

Economy Secretary, Ken Skates, said:

“I'm delighted that we’ve been able to support the redevelopment of
these two traditional Inns. 1It’s fantastic that they’ve been given
a new lease of life and transformed to become a very high quality
product providing employment for the area. Both are also at the
heart of the town in Bala and Conwy — which adds to the appeal and
vibrancy of the towns. I wish both developments the very best for
future success.”



