Press release: Foreign Secretary
condemns Egypt terror attacks

The Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said:

I am saddened and appalled by these attacks in Egypt, and strongly
condemn them. My thoughts are with the Egyptian people and
particularly those directly affected by these terrible acts. I
offer my condolences to those grieving for lost friends and
relatives, and those suffering from injuries.

The UK continues to stand with Egypt against terrorism. These
attacks only strengthen our determination to work together with the
Egyptian government and people against this shared threat.

Further information

Follow the Foreign Secretary on twitter @BorisJohnson

Follow the Foreign Office on twitter @foreignoffice

Follow the Foreign Office on facebook
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Green Party Animals Spokesperson: ‘If the revelations are reliable, they
offer just a snapshot of the absurdity at the heart of Theresa May'’s Brexit.'’

The Government’s apparent plan to weaken wildlife protections and ‘scale
back’ Britain’s climate ambitions reveals the absurdity of Theresa May’s
extreme Brexit agenda, according to the Green Party’s Animals spokesperson.

Keith Taylor MEP, who is also a member of the European Parliament’s
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Environment Committee and the global Climate Parliament, said:

“If this proves true, it amounts to a promise to sacrifice vital and hard-
fought safeguards in a grubby, and plainly desperate, attempt to secure toxic
trade deals with nations who have little respect for wildlife or climate
change — the most pressing issue we face globally. That the revelations come
just days after India made it clear Theresa May could not rely on Britain'’s
colonial past to expedite trade negotiation is extremely telling. Just over a
week on from triggering Article 50 and it would appear the Government is
beginning to realise the economic realities of the Prime Minister’s extreme
Brexit agenda.”

“Nobody voted to throw away wildlife safeguards or jettison vital climate
ambitions. EU wildlife protections and climate change targets are some of the
strongest and most ambitious in the world; proof positive of the value of
working with our European Neighbours to tackle cross-border challenges. The
best and easiest way of maintaining these regulations post-Brexit is through
continued membership of the Single Market. Instead, ‘secret documents’ reveal
the Government wants to ‘scale back’ our ability to tackle wildlife crime and
ignore the urgent need to mitigate the worst effects of climate change — all
in a desperate rush to secure damaging free trade deals to compensate for the
economic shock of being yanked out of the Single Market. If the revelations
are reliable, they offer just a snapshot of the absurdity at the heart of
Theresa May’s Brexit.”

“Greens will continue resisting an extreme Brexit that threatens our precious
wildlife and our ability to tackle climate change.”
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The Government’s apparent plan to weaken wildlife protections and ‘scale
back’ Britain’s climate ambitions reveals the absurdity of Theresa May’s
extreme Brexit agenda, according to the Green Party’'s Animals spokesperson.

Keith Taylor MEP, who is also a member of the European Parliament’s
Environment Committee and the global Climate Parliament, said:

“If this proves true, it amounts to a promise to sacrifice vital and hard-
fought safeguards in a grubby, and plainly desperate, attempt to secure toxic
trade deals with nations who have little respect for wildlife or climate
change — the most pressing issue we face globally. That the revelations come
just days after India made it clear Theresa May could not rely on Britain’s
colonial past to expedite trade negotiation is extremely telling. Just over a
week on from triggering Article 50 and it would appear the Government is
beginning to realise the economic realities of the Prime Minister’s extreme
Brexit agenda.”

“Nobody voted to throw away wildlife safequards or jettison vital climate
ambitions. EU wildlife protections and climate change targets are some of the
strongest and most ambitious in the world; proof positive of the value of
working with our European Neighbours to tackle cross-border challenges. The
best and easiest way of maintaining these regulations post-Brexit is through
continued membership of the Single Market. Instead, ‘secret documents’ reveal
the Government wants to ‘scale back’ our ability to tackle wildlife crime and
ignore the urgent need to mitigate the worst effects of climate change — all
in a desperate rush to secure damaging free trade deals to compensate for the
economic shock of being yanked out of the Single Market. If the revelations
are reliable, they offer just a snapshot of the absurdity at the heart of
Theresa May's Brexit.”

“Greens will continue resisting an extreme Brexit that threatens our precious
wildlife and our ability to tackle climate change.”
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Press release: UK to increase Syria
medical aid in wake of chemical attack

The International Development Secretary announced additional funding today
(09/04/2017), which will ensure health workers on the ground in Syria can
deliver healthcare and essential medicines across the country; enabling them
to prepare for future medical emergencies.
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Global Britain has been at the forefront of the response to the Syria crisis,
and we continue to lead international efforts by providing additional
emergency medical support to alleviate the suffering of the Syrian people.

This allocation builds on existing UK support to the World Health
Organisation, which has enabled it to pre-position supplies and train medics
in anticipation of an attack of this kind. As a result, WHO was able to
rapidly deliver medicines including Atropine (an antidote for some types of
chemical exposure) and steroids for treatment, ship in additional medicines,
and provide immediate support to medics.

The new support from the UK will go to three NGOs on the ground and will
provide a wider range of lifesaving medical aid right across Syria,
including:

e access to clean water for 500,000 people for drinking and sanitation, to
help prevent the spread of disease and sickness;

e medicines, medical supplies and equipment including basic surgical
supplies such as sutures and pain medications for 340 primary health
clinics and 69 hospitals;

e 1 million primary health care consultations, along with more than 30,000
mental health and psychosocial consultations for traumatised people; and

e training for more than 400 Syrian health workers responding to the
ongoing conflict.

Priti Patel said:

This was a brutal and indiscriminate attack. Unleashing the horror
of chemical weapons on women, children and the defenceless is not
only utterly deplorable, but it is the mark of a craven coward.

Those responsible must be held to account. And the victims must get
the help they so desperately need — that is why we are providing
further medical support not only for those subjected to the horrors
of chemical attack, but for those countless victims of the equally
deadly bombs, bullets and diseases that are devastating lives
across Syria.

It is vital that the international community continues to support the Syrian
people and the UK led calls at the Brussels Conference on Syria this week for
donors to step up assistance to the most vulnerable people. As a result, $6
billion in international funding was committed for the coming year.

Notes to editors

1. The new allocation of funding to WHO and two other undisclosed NGOs
totals £7 million. It will support ongoing delivery of medicines and
basic supplies to primary health clinics to treat minor illnesses,
infections, chronic conditions and mental illnesses; primary healthcare
and mental health support; and clean water and sanitation programming in
Idlib.



2. It builds on £10.7 million provided to WHO last financial year
(2016/17). WHO has been advised that any remaining UK funding from last
year can be used flexibly as necessary in its ongoing response to the
chemical attack.

Scotland is a world leader

Scotland is a progressive nation, brimming with innovation and confident of
its role in the world. Today, Scotland is at the forefront of tackling some
of the biggest issues of the 21st century.
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