The message of 1997 is as relevant
today as it was then: we need people
to vote for change, to vote for Labour
— Gwynne

Andrew Gwynne MP,
Labour’s National Campaigns and Elections Chair, on the 20th anniversary
of Labour’s 1997 election victory, said:

“Twenty years on

from 1997, the lesson of that election is that it takes a Labour government
to

bring about transformative change for the many not just the few.

"In 1997, after 18

years of the Tories running down the country, Britain needed a Labour
government to change working people’s lives for the better. That’s exactly
what

the Labour government did between 1997 and 2010.

"The achievements

of that government were many. From [Jthe New Deal which helped millions in

to work, to [Jthe National Minimum Wage which made that work pay. From

peace in Northern Ireland to Sure Start which made a difference to millions
of

children and their families. In education, school spending per pupil was
doubled, thousands of schools rebuilt and 42,000 more teachers helped deliver
some of the best ever school results. And for the NHS a Labour government was
transformative, with [Jthe largest hospital building programme in history

and 44,000 more doctors and 89,000 more nurses driving up standards and
driving

down waiting times.

"Now, []Jin 2017, we

again need a Labour government to rebuild and transform a country that is
suffering from Tory neglect and deepening inequality. [JThe message of 1997
is as relevant today as it was then: we need people to vote for change, to
vote

for Labour and for a country for the many not the few.”
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SNP MPs have been challenged to say whether they will sign the “Brexit
pledge” on fisheries — after the party’s “hypocrisy” on the vital issue was
exposed again today.

It comes after two of their MPs — Eilidh Whiteford and Mike Weir — signed a
Scottish Fishermen’s Federation pledge declaring Brexit offered a “sea of
opportunity” to fishermen last week.

The matter was raised on today’s Sunday Politics Scotland. It emerged that Ms
Whiteford and Mr Weir refused to accept invitations to appear on the
programme to explain their stance.

Scottish Conservative MSP and Aberdeen South candidate Ross Thompson said:
“The SNP is trying to perpetrate a con here.

“It wants to send powers over fishing straight back to Brussels — at the same
time as telling fishing communities it wants powers to come here. Everyone
can see right through them.

“The question now for every SNP candidate at this election is whether they
will sign the pledge saying that Brexit offers a ‘sea of opportunity’ to
fishing. If they don’t, we’ll know they are guilty of complete hypocrisy.”

Moray candidate Douglas Ross has challenged his opponents Angus Robertson to
sign the Brexit pledge.

It comes after Mr Robertson told the Sunday Politics last week that he
supported membership of the Common Fisheries Policy.

“Angus Robertson failed to answer a simple question on TV last week.

“Asked if the SNP would take an independent Scotland back into the CFP he
didn’t want to give the game away until the presenter pressed on the fourth
occasion and Angus accepted his party would take Scotland straight back into
the CFP, something that convinced many people in fishing towns and village
across Moray to vote leave last June.

“While Angus may find answering questions on this issue difficult, I hope
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signing the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation pledge will be easier for him.

“I've done it and now I am asking Angus Robertson to do the same.”

Ruth attacks SNP’'s ‘week of chaos’

30 Apr 2017
]

Scottish Conservative leader Ruth Davidson has attacked the SNP’s ‘week of
chaos’.

It follows confusion from the party over the Common Fisheries Policy, wider
EU membership and whether or not independence would be a key issue in the
upcoming General Election.

The party’s stated position is for a separate Scotland to have full
membership of the EU, which — by definition — would include being part of the
hated CFP.

However, days after deputy leader Angus Robertson confirmed this on
television, two of his MPs signed a pledge describing Brexit as a “sea of
opportunity” and committed never to return to the CFP.

In addition, while Nicola Sturgeon was denying independence had anything to
do with the SNP’s election strategy at First Minister’s Questions, at that
very moment her predecessor Alex Salmond was on camera saying the precise
opposite.

Scottish Conservative leader Ruth Davidson said:
“This has been the SNP's week of chaos.

“First Nicola Sturgeon made a laughing stock of herself by claiming her
campaign had nothing to do with independence. She was forced into a u-turn
after Alex Salmond popped up to say that’s all it’s about.

“Two SNP MPs signed a pledge to leave the EU’s failed Common Fisheries policy
— just after Angus Robertson declared he wanted Scotland to stay in.

“The SNP failed to clear up its position on Europe and still can’t say
whether it wants an independent Scotland to become a full member of the EU.

“And to cap it all, Nicola Sturgeon says she’s going to hide her next moves
on independence until after the election — despite promising to be upfront
with Scots.
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“People are sick of the SNP’s games.

“Nicola Sturgeon and Alex Salmond are trying to take us for a ride — and the
Scottish Conservatives are going to use this election to lead the fight back
against the SNP.

“To send them a message and say no to their divisive second referendum, vote
Scottish Conservative on June 8.”"

On Monday, Nicola Sturgeon said she does not think this election is about
independence

e Nicola Sturgeon said the upcoming election ‘won’t decide whether or not
Scotland becomes independent’. ‘People who want to make sure Scotland
has got strong voices against the Conservatives in this election need to
vote for the SNP because that'’s what this election above all else is
about. The election won’t decide whether or not Scotland becomes
independent. We got a mandate for a referendum in the election last year
so this is about Scotland’s voice is heard and Scotland’s interests are
protected’ (Daily Telegraph, 24 April 2017, link).

e Sturgeon reiterated her belief this election is not about independence.
Following an appearance on Scotland Tonight, STV reported: ‘The SNP
leader..said the forthcoming vote “is not deciding whether or not
Scotland is independent”’ (STV News, 24 April 2017, link).

But Alex Salmond then contradicted his successor entirely — and said the
election is about independence

e Salmond said every vote the SNP receives in this election will
strengthen their case for independence. ‘[People] will know that they
are voting to support the right of the parliament to decide on the
holding of the Scottish referendum. The path is that the Parliament
should have the right to hold a referendum through the section 30 order.
She’s looking to get another election victory which will indicate and
support the right of the Parliament to decide these things’ (Politics
Home, 27 April 2017, link).

e Salmond made clear he thinks a strong SNP performance in this election
will push independence forward. ‘If we win the election it will do a
number of things. It will be a vote from Scotland against hard Tory
Brexit. It will show there’s one area of these islands where the Tories
are not riding roughshod over the people and it will reinforce the
democratic mandate of the Scottish parliament to say there should be a
Section 30 order and another independence referendum when the time is
right. These are some of the huge issues at stake in Scotland, which is
why we believe so many people will rally to the Scottish cause, to back
the Scottish parliament and defend Scotland’s interests’ (The Times, 28
April 2017, link).

Then Sturgeon back-tracked and suggested the election is about independence
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e Nicola Sturgeon’s spokesman said the SNP would use a victory in this
election to push separation. As The Telegraph reported: ‘[Sturgeon’s]
official spokesman said Theresa May would have “no basis whatsoever” to
continue refusing another independence vote if, as expected, the Tories
win fewer Scottish seats and votes than the SNP. But he also said that
Ms Sturgeon will not drop her demand for a second referendum if the
Unionist parties together poll more than the nationalist parties,
arguing that the election would also be fought other issues’ (Daily
Telegraph, 27 April 2017, link).

To add to the chaos: the SNP still can’t tell us if they want full EU
membership

e Sturgeon repeated she wants full EU membership. ‘I support Scotland
being independent and being an independent member of the European Union’
(Scottish Parliament, Official Report: First Minister’s Questions, 27
April 2017, p20, link).

e But SNP MPs signed a pledge which would mean withdrawing from full EU
membership. Eilidh Whiteford and Mike Weir signed the Scottish
Fishermen’s Federation pledge, which stated: ‘We must avoid any policy,
practice, regulation or treaty which could return us to the Common
Fisheries Policy and the enforced giveaway of almost two-thirds of our
fish stocks’ Membership of the CFP is indelibly linked to full EU
membership (Press and Journal, 26 April 2017, link).

And now the SNP have admitted a key part of their EU policy is unworkable

e Pete Wishart admitted that even a special deal for Scotland from the EU
is unlikely. On Good Morning Scotland, when it was put to Wishart that
the EU27 will not be willing to secure a separate deal for Scotland,
Wishart said: ‘I think that’s absolutely right. There’s lots of work to
do’ (BBC Good Morning Scotland, 28 April 2017, link).

e But the SNP put a differentiated deal at the heart of their Brexit
paper. ‘We have set out a clear proposition for how a differentiated
position could work — in the event that the UK Government decides to
leave the single market — drawing on examples from a range of countries
and scenarios which demonstrate that differentiated relationships work
elsewhere’ (Scottish Government, Scotland’s Place in Europe, 20 December
2016, p45, link).

Jeremy Corbyn speech to the National
Association of Head Teachers (NAHT)
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conference

***CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY***

Jeremy Corbyn MP, Leader of the
Labour Party,
speech to the National Association of Head Teachers (NAHT) conference:

Thank you for inviting me here
today to your annual conference in the year of your union’s 120th
anniversary.

I want to pay tribute to Russell

Hobby, your General Secretary: a great advocate for head teachers who has
overseen you joining the TUC, working with other teachers’ and education
unions.

I also want to pay tribute to the
next Education Secretary, Angela Rayner, who is a tireless campaigner and
passionate advocate for your profession and for children.

It is a great honour to address

you, leaders of one of the most important professions in our society, those
who

look after the education, the wellbeing, and the future of our children.

That is why Labour is making our
children’s education one of the cornerstones of our General Election
campaign.

The choice in this election could
not be clearer — and it’'s not the re-run of the EU referendum that the Prime
Minister wants it to be.

Britain needs a government for the

many not the few — one that’s ready to invest in our economy and public
services. But the Conservatives have demonstrated that cannot be them,
preferring

to give the richest and largest corporations tax hand-outs worth tens of
billions.

The NHS and social care have been

pushed into a state of emergency. Housebuilding has fallen to its lowest
peacetime rate since the 1920s. Schools across the country face real terms
cuts

in funding per pupil, and class sizes are rising — while those young people
who

want to go to university face huge debts.

There is no greater responsibility
than ensuring our children get the education that they deserve. I know this,
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you know this, parents up and down this country know this. But it is clear
that
this Conservative Government has its focus elsewhere.

The NAHT has correctly pointed out
that this election is make or break time for our children’s education system.

As all of you will know, the

National Audit Office confirms that schools are facing a cut of three billion
pounds in real terms by 2020, the first real terms cut in education budgets
in

a generation.

This is an absolutely staggering
figure and shows the need for a complete change of direction in how the
government of this country treats our schools.

And we have to ask ourselves: is
this how we want to treat the education system of our children? Is this how
Britain’s children deserve to be treated?

Do our children deserve to be held
back by a chronic shortage of teachers?

Do our children deserve to crammed
into schools like sardines?

Do our children deserve to be
taught by teachers whose morale is at an all-time low?

Not by any fault of the teachers,

they are the people who also bear the burden of government cuts, but the
fault

of governments who fail to recognise the importance of investing in the lives
of children, and those who teach and support them, up and down this country.

That is why we must value teachers,

because if we don’t we lose them. And you know better than anyone there is a
recruitment crisis and that crisis will be made even worse if we don’'t secure
the rights of EU nationals.

Last year 5,000 teachers from EU

countries qualified to teach here and there are thousands more working to
teach

our children. So that'’s why, as Keir Starmer set out this week, a Labour
government will guarantee the rights of EU nationals living here.

And if we lose teachers, we lose

subjects, we narrow the horizons of young people. So that’s why I
passionately

believe in an Arts Pupil Premium so that every primary school child will
benefit from a £160 million cash boost to help pupils learn to play
instruments, learn drama and dance and have “regular access” to theatres,



galleries
or museums in their local areas.

And yet, while all this is
happening, while funding to our children’s education is cut, multinational
corporations have received multi-billion pound tax giveaways

How can it be right that money is
being siphoned straight out of our children’s schools and directly into the
pockets of the super-rich?

We have to be clear, once and for
all, that enough is enough.

Throughout this General Election

campaign, we will be making absolutely clear our commitment to build a
country

for the many, and not just the few.

A vital part of that will be

creating an education system that provides for every child regardless of
their

background, or their parents’ income.

Labour will introduce

a National Education Service, ensuring excellent learning opportunities for
all

from early years to adult education.

What we need now — and what you as
teaching professionals need now — are concrete answers and concrete solutions
to the problems that our education system is facing.

That is why Labour has set out a

plan to help give every young person the best start in life possible, by
introducing universal free school meals for pupils at primary schools. It’'s a
policy that is fully costed, and will be paid for by introducing VAT on
private

school fees.

There are clear educational

benefits to providing universal free school meals. It boosts the attainment
and

level of education of our children. We know that these early formative years
are the most important in a child’s education and we have a duty to provide
for

our children the best we possibly can throughout that period.

It’s a policy that demonstrates
how a Labour government would care for the many, and not just the few.

We will ensure that every single
child receives a healthy and nutritious meal which will not only boost



children’s productivity in the classroom but also helps to ensure their
personal wellbeing, no matter what their background.

Children
eating together is a great start in life.

So not only will the policy help

children throughout their time in education, it will also help teachers who
will see the benefits of improved concentration and improved attainment in
the

classroom.

And it will help parents who will

not only save money but will have the peace of mind in knowing that their
child

is getting a healthy school meal during the day

Investing in the health of our
nation’s children, is investing in our nation’s future.

If we are to truly place value on
our children’s education, we must also place value on the teachers, head
teachers and other school staff who deliver that education.

We must put an end to the

continual attacks on the teaching profession, end the downward pressure on
pay

and conditions, the constant undermining of morale and the erosion of
standards

that means we have more unqualified teachers than ever in our classrooms.

That’'s why, as part of the

comprehensive programme Labour has set out today to strengthen rights at work
and end the race to the bottom in the jobs market, we have confirmed a Labour
government will lift the cap on public sector pay.

It cannot be right that those who
provide our vital public services have their pay squeezed year after year.
Britain’s public service employees deserve a pay rise.

And we must give the teaching
profession the recognition it deserves, not only in terms of pay, but also in
terms of status in our society.

We need to listen to you, the

teaching professionals, on how you believe schools can be improved and
respect

the huge wealth of talent and knowledge that lies in the teaching profession
as

a whole.

I have always believed that the
people who know how to a job best are those who do it day in day out. We must



start listening to parents, teachers and head teachers: you are the people
who

know how schools should be run and you are the people who best understand the
needs of our children.

That is why Labour has taken our

lead from the NAHT — and from the other teachers’ unions — when we set out in
no uncertain terms our opposition to the expansion of grammar schools in this
country.

Not only does the mass

introduction of segregation in our education system not help the overwhelming
majority of this country’s children, it also returns us to what are frankly
Victorian notions of education based on a narrow curriculum.

The task is clear: we must build

an education system that suits the needs of our children and the
opportunities

they will have in the jobs market of tomorrow.

And if we are to build an economy
worthy of the 21st century, we need a schools system that looks forwards, and
not backwards to the failed models of the past.

We must recognise that every

single child in this country has talents and every single child deserves the
chance to flourish and thrive to their maximum potential in whichever field
suits them best.

But our children’s schools do not
exist in a vacuum. I am always in awe of the local head teachers I work with.
Like thousands of children, I have learned so much from them.

And what I admire most is their

commitment — not just to managing their schools and to educating our children
but the multi-faceted demands of the children in their community: their
housing

issues, immigration problems, their mental health. You are the heart of your
communities.

You are part of a wider care
system and you need the other parts of that system to work effectively
alongside you, youth services, the NHS and social care.

Support for schools by these

services is essential to promote pupil wellbeing. The duty to directly
address

pupils’ mental health needs ultimately rests with the social and care
services.

No school should be asked to fund
health and social care services from the school budget. That is why Labour



has
pledged to address the chronic underfunding for social care and the NHS.

As you all know schools are most

effective as places of learning when they work together with high quality
social care and health services to meet the needs of all students but
especially those who are most vulnerable.

One in ten children and young people
in this country suffer from a mental health condition and 75 percent of adult
mental health problems are found to begin before the age of 18.

We must prioritise the mental
wellbeing of our children. This is the least they deserve.

It is vital that we enable early
intervention and provide support when problems first emerge but to do this we
must build an education system that integrates social and health care.

Improving the way our society
deals with mental health is a particular concern of mine because I am
passionate to see opportunities for all.

That’s why I have been so

impressed by the work so many of you do for children with special needs and
how

good special needs co-ordinators can liberate children from what has
sometimes

been a lifetime of exclusion.

That focus on the individual child

is what drives our determination to reduce class sizes. We know that half a
million children have been landed in super-size classes of 31 pupils or
more.

This government is failing on

education on its own terms. The Prime Minister herself has said that
super-sized classes are proof of a school system in crisis. So then why is it
allowed to continue?

Why are our children’s schools,

not getting the funding that they deserve? This is a choice. And it is the
wrong choice. The cut to schools funding is also a breach of their manifesto
the Conservatives’ pledge to protect schools funding.

Labour will ensure schools have
the resources they need.

I'm afraid I can’'t give you a

sneak preview of the full Labour manifesto today but be assured if it’'s a
choice between a tax giveaway to the largest corporations paying the lowest
rates of tax in the developed world or funding for our schools. Labour will
make very different choices from the Conservatives.



We have already started to set
some of that out not just our free schools meals policy.

And our commitment to reintroduce
the Educational Maintenance Allowance for college students from lower
incomes.

We are also committed to restoring

maintenance grants for university students so that no one is held back from
realising their ambitions and so that every schoolchild knows that the
options

of further and higher Education are available to them.

We must not be ashamed to value
education, for education’s own sake.

Schools should exist to get the
very best from our children, to give them the best start in life, to enable
them to succeed in whichever walk of life they chose.

Whereas Theresa May’s government
has repeatedly cut resources and staffing we will invest in our children’s
futures because they deserve nothing less.

The excuses from the government

come thick and fast. They’ve blamed teachers for not working hard enough,
they’ve diverted funds to their vanity projects. £138.5 million wasted on
schools that have closed, partially closed or never opened in the first
place.

We will not bring back a system
that blamed children and parents for not passing the eleven plus and getting
into a grammar school.

They blame everybody else, to
divert attention from their own damaging failures. They need head teachers to
tell them, own up, take responsibility and say sorry.

Labour will give schools the
funding that our children deserve, the funding that teachers and headteachers
deserve and the investment that our country and our economy deserves.

This election can be the chance
for a fresh start, with a Labour government that will invest to create shared
prosperity, protect our public services and build a fairer Britain.

A Labour government will work with

you, we will give schools the funding the need and we will ensure you and
your

staff get the respect and resources you need.

We have a duty to our children and
we will meet it.



Thank you.

The next Labour government will
transform the workplace

Labour’s 20 point plan to end the ‘rigged economy’ in work

Labour is backing a comprehensive programme to strengthen rights
at work, make sure new jobs are good jobs, and end the race to the bottom in
pay, conditions and job security.

Low pay and insecurity have mushroomed under the Conservatives.

Labour will invest in the jobs and industries of the future, and take action
to

enforce a floor under employment standards across the board — so that all
jobs

are decent jobs.

The next Labour government will bring in a 20 point plan for
security and equality at work:

Give
all workers equal rights from day one, whether part-time or full-time,
temporary or permanent — so that all workers have the same
rights and protections whatever kind of job they have

Ban
zero hours contracts — so that every worker gets a guaranteed number of hours
each
week

Ensure
that any employer wishing to recruit labour from abroad does not undercut
workers at home — because it causes divisions when one workforce is used
against
another

Repeal
the Trade Union Act and roll out sectoral collective bargaining —
because the most effective way to maintain good rights at work is through a
trade union

Guarantee
trade unions a right to access workplaces — so that unions can
speak to members and potential members
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Introduce
four new Bank Holidays — we’ll bring our country together with
new holidays to mark our four national patron saints’ days, so that workers
in
Britain get the same proper breaks as in other countries.

Raise
the minimum wage to the level of the living wage (expected to be at least £10
per
hour by 2020) — so that no one in work gets poverty pay

- End
the public sector pay cap — because public sector wages have
fallen and our public sector workers deserve a pay rise

Amend
the takeover code to ensure every takeover proposal has a clear plan in place
to protect workers and pensioners — because workers shouldn’t
suffer when a company is sold

Roll
out maximum pay ratios — of 20:1 in the public sector and
companies bidding for public contracts — because it cannot be right that
wages
at the top keep rising while everyone else’s stagnates

Ban
unpaid internships — because it’s not fair for some to get a leg up when
others
can’'t afford to

Enforce
all workers’ rights to trade union representation at work — so
that all workers can be supported when negotiating with their employer

Abolish
employment tribunal fees — so that people have access to justice

Double
paid paternity leave to four weeks and increase paternity pay -
because fathers are parents too and deserve to spend more time with their new
babies

Strengthen
protections for women against unfair redundancy —
because no one should be penalised for having children

Hold
a public inquiry into blacklisting — to ensure that
blacklisting truly becomes and remains a thing of the past

Give
equalities reps statutory rights — so they have time to



protect workers from discrimination

Reinstate
protection against third party harassment — because everyone
deserves to be safe at work

Use
public spending power to drive up standards, including only awarding
public contracts to companies which recognise trade unions

Introduce
a civil enforcement system to ensure compliance with
gender pay auditing— so that all workers have fair access to employment and
promotion
opportunities and are treated fairly at work

John McDonnell MP, Labour’s Shadow Chancellor, said:

“These policies will be the cornerstone of the next Labour
government’s programme to bring an end to the rigged economy that many
experience in workplaces across Britain.

“The scandal of six million people earning less than the living
wage, and four million children growing up in poverty are not inevitable. It
only takes a change of government to bring these outrages to an end.

“The measures we are planning will make that possible, update our
country for the 21°° century and prepare us for the economic
challenges ahead.

“They will also underpin the values we want to see in the British
economy, and underline the scale of Labour’s plans to transform the workplace
from the shop-floor up to the boardroom.

“When voters go to the polls on 8" June they
should know that if they vote Labour, they will be voting for a change in the
balance of power not only in society but in their places of work.

“It will mean tearing up the Tory status quo that allows most
people’s wages to fall behind prices, and allow them to start to share in the
wealth they help to create.

“Only a Labour government led by Jeremy Corbyn will stand up for
the many in our offices and factories, while the Tories are only prepared to
protect big business and a wealthy few.”

Rebecca Long-Bailey, Shadow Secretary of State for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy, said:

“Labour’s 20 point plan on employment rights seeks not only

to extend the rights of workers but enforce them too. For too long people
have

fallen through the gaps in the law or suffered because the law is simply



inadequate, we intend to stop this. This election offers a clear choice: do
you
want a labour market run for the many or the few.”



