Press release: Update on measures to
protect poultry against avian flu

The UK Chief Veterinary Officer has confirmed that measures currently in
place to reduce the risk of Avian Influenza will be lifted as planned across
most of England from 15 May 2017. However, they will remain in place in
targeted areas of Lancashire, Cumbria and Merseyside following evidence of
heightened risk in these areas.

The latest risk assessment published by Defra finds overall risk across
England has not increased, but there is a heightened risk in parts of
Lancashire, Cumbria and Merseyside, where recent confirmed cases in the Wyre
district provide evidence that infection is still either circulating in wild
resident birds or present in the environment.

To minimise the risk of disease spreading in this area, a new, targeted Avian
Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) will be introduced covering the districts of
Barrow-in-Furness, South Lakeland, Lancaster, Blackpool, Wyre, Fylde,
Preston, Sefton, West Lancashire, South Ribble and Chorley. This will replace
the England-wide AIPZ that we previously announced would be lifted from 15
May.

The new localised AIPZ will require keepers to continue to observe existing
mandatory disease prevention measures such as minimising movement in and out
of bird enclosures, cleaning footwear, keeping areas where birds live clean
and tidy and feeding birds indoors. It will remain under review.

Poultry gatherings in the localised AIPZ area will continue to be banned, and
keepers from the area will not be able to take their poultry to gatherings
elsewhere.

The risk in these parts of Lancashire, Cumbria and Merseyside is considered
higher because the region is home to significant wild waterfowl populations
and there have been previous outbreaks of H5N8 throughout this area. Recent
cases in backyard flocks provide evidence that infection is still either
circulating in wild resident birds or present in the environment.

An AIPZ requiring keepers to observe strict disease prevention measures and a
ban on poultry gatherings have been in place across England since December
2016. From 15 May 2017, keepers across most of England will no longer be
required by law to follow these measures. They should continue to follow
industry standard best practice on biosecurity, including minimising movement
in and out of bird enclosures, cleaning footwear, keeping areas where birds
live clean and tidy and feeding birds indoors. Poultry gatherings can resume
in all areas outside the remaining AIPZ, but poultry from the affected
districts of Lancashire, Cumbria and Merseyside will not be able to attend.

The Government will continue to review all disease control measures based on
the latest scientific evidence and veterinary advice.


http://www.government-world.com/press-release-update-on-measures-to-protect-poultry-against-avian-flu/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-update-on-measures-to-protect-poultry-against-avian-flu/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/avian-flu-measures-to-be-relaxed-in-england-from-15-may
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/avian-flu-measures-to-be-relaxed-in-england-from-15-may
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualitative-risk-assessment-assessing-the-risk-of-infection-of-poultry-premises-by-avian-influenza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/avian-flu-confirmed-in-a-backyard-flock-near-thornton-wyre-lancashire
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/avian-flu-confirmed-in-a-backyard-flock-near-thornton-wyre-lancashire
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/poultry-gatherings-suspended-following-avian-flu-case

Further information

1. This announcement follows plans set out earlier this month.

2. The new AIPZ will cover the districts of Barrow-in-Furness, South
Lakeland, Lancaster, Blackpool, Wyre, Fylde, Preston, Sefton, West
Lancashire, South Ribble and Chorley. From 15 May you will be able to
check if you are affected using the interactive map

3. The Government continually reviews disease control measures in light of
new scientific evidence and veterinary advice. The latest assessment
from Defra is that overall risk in England remains ‘low’, comparable
with risk levels in November 2016, and should continue to fall in
warmer, drier spring weather conditions. Based on this assessment, the
decision has been taken to lift the ban on gatherings and the Avian Flu
Prevention Zone across most of England from 15 May.

4. Latest news and advice for keepers

5. Members of the public should report dead wild birds, such as swans,
geese, ducks, gulls or birds of prey, to the Defra helpline on 03459 33
55 77. Defra will then collect some of these birds and test them to help
us understand how the disease is distributed geographically and in
different types of bird.

6. Public Health England advises the risk to public health is very low and
the Food Standards Agency has said there is no food safety risk for UK
consumers.

EPIC adventure in north Wales

It is the UK’s only Alpine Coaster, and is set to further boost north Wales’
credentials as a world class adventure destination. Zip World is also the
new location for the EPIC installation.

The Fforest Coaster has received funding through Visit Wales Tourism
Investment Support Scheme. Following the Year of Adventure in 2016 —
investment in the sector signals further growth and development in Adventure
tourism in Wales.

Research has shown that the Year of Adventure — the first of Wales' themed


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/avian-flu-measures-to-be-relaxed-in-england-from-15-may
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu#movement-controls-and-licences
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualitative-risk-assessment-assessing-the-risk-of-infection-of-poultry-premises-by-avian-influenza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/avian-influenza-bird-flu-in-winter-2016-to-2017
http://www.government-world.com/epic-adventure-in-north-wales/

years -was a big success for the industry. Visit Wales marketing activity for
2016 generated an additional £370 million for the Welsh economy — which is an
18% increase on 2015. This shows visitors were definitely influenced by
Visit Wales marketing before taking a trip to Wales.

Following the official opening, the Economy Secretary, said:

“The Year of Adventure has shown that Wales is a world class
adventure destination, the Lonely Planet’s listing of north Wales
as number four in their ten best places in the world to visit in
2017 was the icing on the cake, especially as they mentioned the
way the the former industrial landscape has been reinvented and
repurposed to create a series of truly world class attractions.

This recognition is testimony to the commitment and partnership
working between public and private sector to deliver a world class
visitor experience. This exciting addition to the Zip World family
will no doubt attract many more to the area. I wish the team at Zip
World every success for the coming season and congratulate them on
their commitment to invest in product innovation.”

Zip World Co-founder, Sean Taylor, says:

“Adventure tourism is booming in north Wales. In fact, we are so
confident in its future that we have invested more than £5.5
million in the last 12 months to help consolidate its rightful
position as an adventure capital.

“A recent economic impact study on Zip World revealed that since
2013, Zip World attractions has generated £121 million for the
north Wales economy and created more than 218 jobs with over 93% of
these jobs going to local people. We believe that we have a
winning formula -: our world-class customer service; innovative
adventures and our ability to leverage Snowdonia’s beauty to create
an unforgettable visitor experience.”

The EPIC installation has also appeared at the Zip World Fforest site for the
official opening. EPIC was a focal part of the Year of Adventure campaign
and has undergone a makeover over the winter to reflect the Year of Legends
theme for 2017. The sign has been refreshed and recovered with illustrations
of our most popular and well known legends. Visitors will be able to read
all about the stories behind the legends as these are printed on the base of
the sign which measures 4 meters high and 11 meters wide. This year’s
campaign film with Luke Evans is also a feature of the sign; with a QR code
to view the film printed on the sign.
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Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen, we are here to support Somalia at a
moment which is both tragic and hopeful. And I do believe that Somalia can be
in the near future the kind of good news that we badly need in the
international community and in our troubled world.

I thank the United Kingdom, as well as President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed
Farmajo of Somalia, for co-hosting.

I deeply appreciate the leadership of the African Union and the vital work of
AMISOM [the African Mission in Somalia]. I thank Chairperson Faki for joining
us today.

I commend the President, along with Prime Minister Khayre, the new cabinet
and leaders of the federal member states, for their political will to work
together in Somalia.

Like all of us, I was deeply saddened by the tragic death last week of the
Minister of Public Works, Abbas [Abdullahi Sheikh] Siraji. He grew up in a
refugee camp and went on to become a powerful symbol of Somalis’ hopes for
the future. His unfortunate death must not diminish our resolve to see these
hopes realized.

On the contrary, his sacrifice must encourage all Somalis to maintain the
spirit of inclusiveness, embracing women, youth, minorities, business leaders
and all members of society, and must encourage us all to support that effort.

The significantly enhanced representation of women and youth in the new
Federal Parliament shows Somalia’s positive trajectory.

We are here to listen to Somalia’s leadership — and to agree on a framework
for cooperation.

This unique chance to build on progress comes thanks to the courageous and
selfless service of the men and women of AMISOM. I want to pay tribute to
them.

But I also want to say that I visited Somalia several times. I was in
Mogadishu several times escorted by AMISOM. And I have seen the precarious
conditions in which AMISOM soldiers were not only protecting the Somali
people, but also our global security.

I remember Mogadishu when Al-Shabaab controlled half of Mogadishu. AMISOM had
no helicopters, no night-vision systems, and armoured cars that were
vulnerable to the weapons of Al-Shabaab. And AMISOM soldiers, women and men,
and AMISOM police were fighting to protect our global security.
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And they were doing so under a Security Council mandate, without enough
support and with unpredictable funding. I think this is the moment to
seriously look into the predictable way to fund AMISOM — I myself am
favourable to the consideration of possible assessed contributions in
relation to, at least, parts of AMISOM efforts.

I know the African Union is working on partially funding its own operations
but this is something that we need to solve to give AMISOM the capacity to
really create the conditions to allow the Government and the new security
institutions of Somalia to then be able to assume the responsibility of the
security of their own country.

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen, more than 6 million people in Somalia
need assistance — or nearly half the population. Some 275,000 malnourished
children are at risk of starvation.

I went to Somalia in March on my first visit to the field as Secretary-
General and I saw the challenges. Somalia has to rebuild security, foster
transparency and accountability, deal with a crippling drought, and avert a
famine.

But I saw an opportunity to build on the momentum of the electoral process
and achieve lasting stability.

We have a firm platform to improve security, deepen federalism, resolve
residual conflicts and advance reconciliation, and then complete the review
of the Constitution.

The drought is the most pressing priority. This morning, we presented a
revised Humanitarian Response Plan seeking an additional $900 million through
the end of the year.

We also need to address the damage caused by climate change and conflict.

Indeed, fighting continues to devastate Somalia. Violations of human rights
and international humanitarian law occur with impunity.

We are still seeing Al-Shabaab recruiting and exploiting children, and also
children that are arbitrarily detained. And I am particularly concerned about
widespread sexual violence. Internally displaced women and girls, and members
of minority clans, remain the most vulnerable. They need human rights urgent
protection.

The historic agreement among Somali political leaders laid the foundations
for Somalia’s National Security Architecture. We must better support the
Security Pact and the Somali security institutions.

And again, we need to make sure that we are able to be coordinated in
supporting the Somali government to build up the Somalia National Army and
the Somali Police. What we have had until now are different efforts by
different countries doing different training programmes in different areas of
the country, that do not match, that do not create the conditions for a
unified national army and a unified police force. It is time to overcome this
lack of coordination. It is time to have one single programme of training of



Somali soldiers and Somali police and that single programme of training to be
lead by the Somali institutions. The UN will be totally committed to support
that way of doing business.

I welcome Somalia’s first National Development Plan in 35 years. I also
commend the government for its commitment to progressively create and
strengthen the institutions of a true state.

I hope that we will soon be able to see a country able to collect its taxes,
to have its own police and security forces, to provide basic public services
and guarantee the security of its citizens through its own police force and
army. We all must support the realization of this vision. I see progressively
the future AMISOM being able to reduce its role after the initial necessary
surge and national institutions to be fully able to function.

I urge partners to align their support to the Plan. It can help Somalia
achieve economic progress, generate revenue, reduce over-reliance on donor
resources, and create conditions for debt relief. And I think debt relief is
not only an essential economic and financial question — it is also a moral
question.

The present generation of Somali children we see living in dramatic
circumstances are burdened by a debt that that was contracted in completely
different circumstances by completely different actors. Now I know that there
are a number of technical issues that need to be properly addressed. I know
that debt relief needs to be sustainable. But I think we also need a strong
political commitment to make it really happen and to create the conditions
for development to be much more strongly supported by the international
community.

This conference aims to agree on a New Partnership as Somalia turns a page.

The United Nations will do everything possible to make this the start of a
new chapter of sustainable prosperity and lasting peace for Somali, to the
benefit of us all.

Thank you very much.

Find out more about the London Somalia Conference 2017.
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Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations, spoke at the start
of the London conference on Somalia’s future.

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen, we are here to support Somalia at a
moment which is both tragic and hopeful. And I do believe that Somalia can be
in the near future the kind of good news that we badly need in the
international community and in our troubled world.

I thank the United Kingdom, as well as President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed
Farmajo of Somalia, for co-hosting.

I deeply appreciate the leadership of the African Union and the vital work of
AMISOM [the African Mission in Somalia]. I thank Chairperson Faki for joining
us today.

I commend the President, along with Prime Minister Khayre, the new cabinet
and leaders of the federal member states, for their political will to work
together in Somalia.

Like all of us, I was deeply saddened by the tragic death last week of the
Minister of Public Works, Abbas [Abdullahi Sheikh] Siraji. He grew up in a
refugee camp and went on to become a powerful symbol of Somalis’ hopes for
the future. His unfortunate death must not diminish our resolve to see these
hopes realized.

On the contrary, his sacrifice must encourage all Somalis to maintain the
spirit of inclusiveness, embracing women, youth, minorities, business leaders
and all members of society, and must encourage us all to support that effort.

The significantly enhanced representation of women and youth in the new
Federal Parliament shows Somalia’s positive trajectory.

We are here to listen to Somalia’s leadership — and to agree on a framework
for cooperation.

This unique chance to build on progress comes thanks to the courageous and
selfless service of the men and women of AMISOM. I want to pay tribute to
them.

But I also want to say that I visited Somalia several times. I was in
Mogadishu several times escorted by AMISOM. And I have seen the precarious
conditions in which AMISOM soldiers were not only protecting the Somali
people, but also our global security.

I remember Mogadishu when Al-Shabaab controlled half of Mogadishu. AMISOM had
no helicopters, no night-vision systems, and armoured cars that were
vulnerable to the weapons of Al-Shabaab. And AMISOM soldiers, women and men,
and AMISOM police were fighting to protect our global security.


http://www.government-world.com/speech-london-somalia-conference-2017-un-secretary-generals-opening-remarks/

And they were doing so under a Security Council mandate, without enough
support and with unpredictable funding. I think this is the moment to
seriously look into the predictable way to fund AMISOM — I myself am
favourable to the consideration of possible assessed contributions in
relation to, at least, parts of AMISOM efforts.

I know the African Union is working on partially funding its own operations
but this is something that we need to solve to give AMISOM the capacity to
really create the conditions to allow the Government and the new security
institutions of Somalia to then be able to assume the responsibility of the
security of their own country.

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen, more than 6 million people in Somalia
need assistance — or nearly half the population. Some 275,000 malnourished
children are at risk of starvation.

I went to Somalia in March on my first visit to the field as Secretary-
General and I saw the challenges. Somalia has to rebuild security, foster
transparency and accountability, deal with a crippling drought, and avert a
famine. But I saw an opportunity to build on the momentum of the electoral
process and achieve lasting stability.

We have a firm platform to improve security, deepen federalism, resolve
residual conflicts and advance reconciliation, and then complete the review
of the Constitution.

The drought is the most pressing priority. This morning, we presented a
revised Humanitarian Response Plan seeking an additional $900 million through
the end of the year.

We also need to address the damage caused by climate change and conflict.

Indeed, fighting continues to devastate Somalia. Violations of human rights
and international humanitarian law occur with impunity.

We are still seeing Al-Shabaab recruiting and exploiting children, and also
children that are arbitrarily detained. And I am particularly concerned about
widespread sexual violence. Internally displaced women and girls, and members
of minority clans, remain the most vulnerable. They need human rights urgent
protection.

The historic agreement among Somali political leaders laid the foundations
for Somalia’s National Security Architecture. We must better support the
Security Pact and the Somali security institutions.

And again, we need to make sure that we are able to be coordinated in
supporting the Somali government to build up the Somalia National Army and
the Somali Police. What we have had until now are different efforts by
different countries doing different training programmes in different areas of
the country, that do not match, that do not create the conditions for a
unified national army and a unified police force. It is time to overcome this
lack of coordination. It is time to have one single programme of training of
Somali soldiers and Somali police and that single programme of training to be



lead by the Somali institutions. The UN will be totally committed to support
that way of doing business.

I welcome Somalia’s first National Development Plan in 35 years. I also
commend the government for its commitment to progressively create and
strengthen the institutions of a true state.

I hope that we will soon be able to see a country able to collect its taxes,
to have its own police and security forces, to provide basic public services
and guarantee the security of its citizens through its own police force and
army. We all must support the realization of this vision. I see progressively
the future AMISOM being able to reduce its role after the initial necessary
surge and national institutions to be fully able to function.

I urge partners to align their support to the Plan. It can help Somalia
achieve economic progress, generate revenue, reduce over-reliance on donor
resources, and create conditions for debt relief. And I think debt relief is
not only an essential economic and financial question — it is also a moral
question.

The present generation of Somali children we see living in dramatic
circumstances are burdened by a debt that that was contracted in completely
different circumstances by completely different actors. Now I know that there
are a number of technical issues that need to be properly addressed. I know
that debt relief needs to be sustainable. But I think we also need a strong
political commitment to make it really happen and to create the conditions
for development to be much more strongly supported by the international
community.

This conference aims to agree on a New Partnership as Somalia turns a page.

The United Nations will do everything possible to make this the start of a
new chapter of sustainable prosperity and lasting peace for Somali, to the
benefit of us all.

Thank you very much.

Press release: Fine of £24,414 for
fisheries offences

On 5 May 2017 Macduff Fishing Fleet Limited, owner of the scallop dredger
“Cornelis Gert Jan” and its three masters Pawel Czerniak, Oliver Hughes and
Robert Watt pleaded guilty to breaches of the Sea Fish Conservation Act 1967
at Worthing Magistrates Court.

The court heard how the vessel was permitted to retain non-quota species as a
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bycatch of its main catch of scallops. However, it had fished on a number of
occasions in an area known to contain mixed species where a bycatch of quota
species was inevitable.

Investigations by the MMO identified that £6,000 worth of sole and anglerfish
had been landed by the vessel in the period between 5 May 2015 and 26
November 2015. This was in breach of the vessel’s licence.

While it was acknowledged that the company had provided landing data in the
form of log sheets and sales notes electronically during the period, the MMO
system would not necessarily pick up on potential breaches of licence
conditions. The Court accepted that it was, in any event, incumbent on the
masters and owners to ensure they did not retain any species on their vessel
which were prohibited by their licence.

Macduff Fishing Fleet Limited (vessel owner) were fined £12,000, with an
additional fine of £6057.67 to the value of the fish involved in the
offending, costs of £4,758.75 and a victim surcharge of £120.

Mr Hughes (vessel master) was fined £580, Mr Watt (vessel master) was fined
£678 and Mr Czernia (vessel master) was fined £220.00. These fines included a
victim surcharge.



