
Wales stands in solidarity with the
people of Manchester – First Minister
Carwyn Jones

First Minister of Wales, Carwyn Jones, said

“Wales stands in solidarity with the people of Manchester, and all
those families who are suffering today. There is a particular
cruelty at work in this act directed as it was towards teenagers
coming out of a concert. It is difficult to imagine an act more
appalling and more senseless.        

“I pay tribute to the police, the ambulance service, the NHS in
Manchester and all those many others in the city who opened their
doors and reached out the hand of help when help was needed.
Already we have seen countless stories of bravery, generosity and
solidarity which show beyond doubt that the people of Manchester,
and this country, will not bow to terrorism. That hope,
togetherness and unity will always beat hate, and those who seek to
divide us.

“Manchester is well known and well loved to very many Welsh people,
especially those living in the north. It has seen terrorism before
and I have no doubt about the resilience and strength of that great
city.

“I have written both to the Prime Minister and the Mayor of
Manchester, Andy Burnham, expressing our outrage at the attacks and
offering our solidarity with the people of Manchester.

“I received a National Security briefing from the Cabinet Office by
phone this morning, and we will continue to monitor events as they
develop. The priorities at this stage must be to give families the
support they need, and allow the police the time and space required
to conduct their fast-moving investigations without distraction.

“We must never get used to terrorism – at home, or abroad. We can
never accept these attacks as a fact of life. We should continue to
call it what it is – alien, cruel and hateful. The message from
this Chamber is that we will not be cowed, we will not shrink into
the shadows and we will not change our way of life. That is the
best tribute we can offer to the people of Manchester today.”
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Speech: PM statement on the terror
threat level being raised to critical:
23 May 2017

I have just chaired another meeting of COBR, where we again discussed the
callous and cowardly terrorist attack in Manchester last night, and the
operational response from the security service, the police and other
emergency services.

It remains the case that, other than the terrorist himself, 22 people were
killed in the attack. Fifty-nine people remain injured, and many of them have
life-threatening conditions.

As Greater Manchester Police confirmed earlier today, the perpetrator was
Salman Ramadan Abedi, a 22-year-old who was born and brought up in Britain.

And as the emergency services have confirmed throughout the day, his victims
were innocent children, young people and their families.

Our thoughts and prayers are with them all.

I want to reiterate what I said this morning about the professionalism of the
emergency services and the bravery of the people of Manchester. Through their
actions, they proved that cowardice will always be defeated by bravery, that
evil can be overcome by good, and that our values – the liberal, pluralistic
values of Britain – will always prevail over the hateful ideology of the
terrorists.

In my statement earlier today, I said that the police and security services
needed to investigate whether or not Abedi was acting alone. Those
investigations continue. But the work undertaken throughout the day has
revealed that it is a possibility we cannot ignore that there is a wider
group of individuals linked to this attack.

This morning, I said that the Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre (JTAC) – the
independent organisation responsible for setting the threat level on the
basis of the intelligence available – was keeping the threat level under
constant review.

It has now concluded, on the basis of today’s investigations, that the threat
level should be increased, for the time being, from severe to critical. This
means that their assessment is not only that an attack remains highly likely,
but that a further attack may be imminent.

The change in the threat level means that there will be additional resources
and support made available to the police as they work to keep us all safe.

As a result of the JTAC’s decision, the police have asked for authorisation
from the Secretary of State for Defence to deploy a number of armed military
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personnel in support of their armed officers. This request is part of a well-
established plan, known as Operation Temperer, in which both the armed forces
and the police officers involved are well-trained and well-prepared to work
in this kind of environment. The Secretary of State for Defence has approved
this request, and Operation Temperer is now in force.

This means that armed police officers responsible for duties such as guarding
key sites will be replaced by members of the armed forces, which will allow
the police to significantly increase the number of armed officers on patrol
in key locations. You might also see military personnel deployed at certain
events, such as concerts and sports matches, helping the police to keep the
public safe. In all circumstances, members of the armed forces who are
deployed in this way will be under the command of police officers.

Precisely how the military and armed police officers will be deployed is an
operational decision for police commanders and Assistant Commissioner Mark
Rowley of the Metropolitan Police will be making a statement giving further
details at New Scotland Yard later this evening.

In the coming days and weeks, there will of course be many events hosted up
and down the country. The police will work with the organisers and hosts of
these events, to come to a judgement about how they can go ahead while making
sure the people who attend them are safe and secure.

I do not want the public to feel unduly alarmed. We have faced a serious
terrorist threat in our country for many years. And the operational response
I have just outlined is a proportionate and sensible response to the threat
that our security experts judge we face. I ask everybody to be vigilant, and
to cooperate with and support the police as they go about their important
work.

I want to end by repeating the important message I gave in my statement
earlier today. We will take every measure available to us and provide every
additional resource we can to the police and the security services as they
work to protect the public.

And while we mourn the victims of last night’s appalling attack, we stand
defiant. The spirit of Manchester – and the spirit of Britain – is far
mightier than the sick plots of depraved terrorists. That is why the
terrorists will never win, and we will prevail.

Liberal Democrats suspend campaigning
after Manchester tragedy

Tim Farron, leader of the Liberal Democrats, has announced that the party has
suspended all national campaigning until further notice. Tim was due to fly
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to Gibraltar today as part of the general election campaign but has cancelled
the trip.

Tim Farron said: “The country is united in grief after this devastating
terror attack. Just as the country is focusing all its thoughts on the
victims and their families, so politicians should come together in solidarity
and respect for the innocent people caught up in this vile attack.

“The emergency services have shown the highest levels of bravery and
professionalism and deserve our deepest thanks.

“The Liberal Democrats will suspend all national campaigning until further
notice.”

OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría
expresses condolences after Manchester
attack

 

23/05/17 – In a letter to British Prime Minister Theresa May, OECD Secretary-
General Angel Gurría wrote today:

“I would like to convey my heartfelt condolences following the devastating
attack that took place last night in Manchester, leaving many casualties. Our
thoughts and sympathies are especially with the people who lost their lives,
as well as their families and all those affected by this horrendous attack.

“The OECD family stands firmly with you during this moment of national
grievance, and is ready to assist in any way we can. We will never be
defeated by terror and are united with the international community in
categorically condemning this sickening act of hatred.” 

Ruth’s Holyrood statement on
Manchester attack
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23 May 2017

Scottish Conservative leader Ruth Davidson has made a statement to the
Scottish Parliament following the Manchester terror attack.

She joined other party leaders at Holyrood in condemning the attack, and
paying tribute to the victims, emergency services and people of the city.

The full text of the statement is below:

Presiding Officer, let me first associate myself and my party with every word
of the First Minister’s statement.

We extend our deepest sympathy and condolences to all the families of those
murdered last night.

Our prayers, too, are with those who, as we speak, are being treated in
hospital. Many of them with injuries which are life threatening.

Today the terrible personal cost of last night’s outrage is becoming clear –
as the names of those who died begin to emerge.

We know that many of those affected are young – children, teenagers and young
people experiencing the thrill of a night out.

A carefree evening. Ripped apart by terror.

Leaving behind parents, family, friends – asking why someone they don’t know,
and with whom they had no quarrel, decided last night to target their
daughter, their grandson, their sister.

We simply cannot imagine their pain today.

Nor can we contemplate how someone could deliberately choose to target
innocent children and young people.

It simply feels beyond our comprehension. There are no words.

But as the Prime Minister said earlier today – and as the First Minister has
too  – we must try to find them.

We must repeat – that we will not be beaten by the twisted ideology of
terrorism.

We must repeat – that we will not ourselves descend into hatred or rage.

We will repeat and repeat and repeat that we stand tall. We stand together.
We respond to every act of terror that strikes our nation by shouting from
the rooftops that our values, our freedoms cannot and will not be diminished.

Values shared by people of all religions in this country, and of none.



The values of tolerance, openness and respect for one another.

Values of common humanity, bravery and generosity.

Which saw hundreds of police, paramedics, doctors and nurses work through the
night to respond to a situation they could never have conceived.

Of householders and taxi drivers opening their homes and offering lifts to
help those affected.

And let us all in this Parliament extend our solidarity with the people of
Manchester.

Who, like the people of Paris, of London, of Brussels, of Nice have responded
with courage and decency in the face of cowardice and evil.

Manchester will now be added to the grim roll call of those cities across
Europe to have been affected by this terrorism.

And like those other cities, it will first cry, then grieve, and then
continue with spirit unbroken – showing that terrorism will never ever win.

First Minister, we are informed today that the terrorist threat level across
the UK remains at severe. What further reassurances can you give people that
our exceptional police, defence and security personnel are doing all they can
to keep us safe?


