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New official statistics have revealed patients were left waiting for more
than 500 days for various treatments across Scotland’s NHS last year.

People awaiting procedures for a range of problems — including hip
replacements, knee replacements and foot and ankle surgery — were on lists
for up to 582 days in 2016.

The Scottish Conservatives said the revelations exposed the crisis at the
heart of the NHS, with hospitals struggling to deal with challenges brought
by an ageing population.

The ISD Scotland figures — obtained by the party through Freedom of
Information — showed the longest waits clocked in 2016 across hip, knee and
ankle procedures.

Someone requiring a primary hip replacement had to wait 582 days; a primary
knee replacement 520 days; and osteotomy surgery 578 days.

The Scottish Government has been warned for years about the impact an
increasing and ageing population would have on the NHS.

Public health spokesman Miles Briggs said these latest statistics proved
those warnings had been ignored.

Scottish Conservative public health spokesman Miles Briggs said:

“It’'s utterly unacceptable that someone should have to wait more than 500
days for this kind of procedure.

“These are operations which can be life-changing, particularly for older
patients, and having to wait the best part of two years is precious time
wasted.

“The SNP has been told over the last decade just how pressing an issue an
ageing population is for the NHS.

“But these warnings have not been heeded, and it’s vulnerable and elderly
patients who are paying the price.
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“Health is under the complete control of ministers at Holyrood, and they are
the ones who must take full responsibility for these failings.”

To see the full statistics, including a geographical breakdown, visit:
http://www.scottishconservatives.com/lengthy-waits/

Jeremy Corbyn speech

***CHECK
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Jeremy
Corbyn, Leader of the Labour Party,
speaking at a speech in central London today, said:

Our whole

nation has been united in shock and grief this week as a night out at a
concert

ended in horrific terror and the brutal slaughter of innocent people enjoying
themselves.

When I
stood on Albert Square at the vigil in Manchester, there was a mood of
unwavering defiance.

The very act

of thousands of people coming together sent a powerful message of solidarity
and love. It was a profound human impulse to stand together, caring and
strong.

It was inspiring.

In the past few days, we have all perhaps thought a bit more about
our country, our communities and our people.

The people we have lost to atrocious violence or who have suffered
grievous injury, so many of them heart-breakingly young .

The people who we ask to protect us and care for us in the
emergency services, who yet again did our country proud: the police;
firefighters and

paramedics; the nurses and doctors; people who never

let us down and deserve all the support we can give them.

And the people who did their best to help on that
dreadful Monday night — the homeless men who rushed towards the
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carnage to comfort the dying, the taxi drivers who took the stranded home for
free, the local

people who offered comfort, and even their homes, to the teenagers who
couldn’t

find their parents.

They are the people of Manchester. But we know that attacks, such

as the one at the Manchester Arena, could have happened anywhere and that the
people in any city, town or village in Britain would have responded in the
same

way.

It is these people who are the strength and the heart of our
society. They are the country we love and the country we seek to serve.

That is
the solidarity that defines our United Kingdom. That is the country I meet on
the streets every day; the human warmth, the basic decency and kindness.

It is our

compassion that defines the Britain I love. And it is compassion that the
bereaved families need most of all at this time. To them I say: the whole
country reaches out its arms to you and will be here for you not just this
week, but in the weeks and years to come.

Terrorists

and their atrocious acts of cruelty and depravity will never divide us and
will

never prevail.

They

didn’t in Westminster two months ago. They didn’t when Jo Cox was murdered a
year

ago. They didn’t in London on 7/7. The awe-inspiring response of the people
of

Manchester, and their inspirational acts of heroism and kindness, are a
living

demonstration that they will fail again.

But these

vicious and contemptible acts do cause profound pain and suffering, and,
among

a tiny minority, they are used as an opportunity to try to turn communities
against each other.

So let us

all be clear, the man who unleashed carnage on Manchester, targeting the
young

and many young girls in particular, is no more representative of Muslims,
than

the murderer of Jo Cox spoke for anyone else.



Young

people and especially young women must and will be free to enjoy themselves
in

our society.

I have

spent my political life working for peace and human rights and to bring an
end

to conflict and devastating wars. That will almost always mean talking to
people you profoundly disagree with. That’s what conflict resolution is all
about.

But do

not doubt my determination to take whatever action is necessary to keep our
country safe and to protect our people on our streets, in our towns and
cities,

at our borders.

There is
no question about the seriousness of what we face. Over recent years, the
threat of terrorism has continued to grow.

You
deserve to know what a Labour Government will do to keep you and your family
safe.

Our
approach will involve change at home and change abroad.

At home,
we will reverse the cuts to our emergency services and police. Once again in
Manchester, they have proved to be the best of us.

Austerity has to stop at the A&E ward and at the police
station door. We cannot be protected and cared for on the cheap.

There will be more police on the streets under a Labour
Government. And if the security services need more resources to keep track of
those who wish to murder and maim, then they should get them.

We will

also change what we do abroad. Many experts, including professionals in our
intelligence and security services have pointed to the connections between
wars

our government has supported or fought in other countries, such as Libya, and
terrorism here at home.

That

assessment in no way reduces the guilt of those who attack our children.
Those

terrorists will forever be reviled and implacably held to account for their
actions.



But an

informed understanding of the causes of terrorism is an essential part of an
effective response that will protect the security of our people, that fights
rather than fuels terrorism.

Protecting this country requires us to be both strong against terrorism

and strong against the causes of terrorism. The blame is with the terrorists,
but if we are to protect our people we must be honest about what threatens
our

security.

Those causes certainly cannot be

reduced to foreign policy decisions alone. Over the past fifteen

years or so, a sub-culture of often suicidal violence has developed amongst a
tiny minority of, mainly young, men, falsely drawing authority from Islamic
beliefs and often nurtured in a prison system in urgent need of resources and
reform.

And no rationale based on the actions
of any government can remotely excuse, or even adequately explain, outrages
like this week'’s massacre.

But we

must be brave enough to admit the war on terror is simply not working. We
need

a smarter way to reduce the threat from countries that nurture terrorists and
generate terrorism.

That's
why I set out Labour’s approach to foreign policy earlier this month. It is
focused on strengthening our national security in an increasingly dangerous
world.

We must

support our Armed Services, Foreign Office and International Development
professionals, engaging with the world in a way that reduces conflict and
builds peace and security.

Seeing

the army on our own streets today is a stark reminder that the current
approach

has failed.

So, I

would like to take a moment to speak to our soldiers on the streets of
Britain.

You are doing your duty as you have done so many times before.

I want to

assure you that, under my leadership, you will only be deployed abroad when
there is a clear need and only when there is a plan and you have the
resources



to do your job to secure an outcome that delivers lasting peace.

That 1is
my commitment to our armed services.

This is

my commitment to our country. I want the solidarity, humanity and compassion
that we have seen on the streets of Manchester this week to be the values
that

guide our government. There can be no love of country if there is neglect or
disregard for its people.

No

government can prevent every terrorist attack.

If an individual is determined enough and callous enough, sometimes they
will get through.

But the

responsibility of government is to minimise that chance, to ensure the police
have the resources they need, that our foreign policy reduces rather than
increases the threat to this country, and that at home we never surrender the
freedoms we have won, and that terrorists are so determined to take away.

Too often

government has got it wrong on all three counts and insecurity is growing as
a

result. Whoever you decide should lead the next government must do better.

Today, we
must stand united. United in our communities, united in our values and united
in our determination to not let triumph those who would seek to divide us.

So for

the rest of this election campaign, we must be out there demonstrating what
they would take away: our freedom; our democracy; our support for one
another.

Democracy

will prevail. We must defend our democratic process, win our arguments by
discussion and debate, and stand united against those who would seek to take
our rights away, or who would divide us.

Last week, I said that the Labour Party was about bringing our
country together.

Today I do not want to make a narrow party political
point. Because all of us now need to stand together.

Stand together in memory of those who have lost their lives
Stand together in solidarity with the city of Manchester

And — stand together for democracy.



Because when we talk about British values, including tolerance and
mutual support, democracy is at the very heart of them.

And our General Election campaigns are the centrepieces of our
democracy — the moment all our people get to exercise their sovereign
authority

over their representatives

Rallies, debates, campaigning in the marketplaces, knocking on

doors, listening to

people on the streets, at their workplaces and in their homes — all the arts
of

peaceful persuasion and discussion — are the stuff of our campaigns.

They all remind us that our government is not chosen at an
autocrats’ whim or by religious decree and never cowed by a terrorist’s bomb.

Indeed, carrying on as normal is an act of defiance — democratic
defiance — of those who do reject our commitment to democratic freedoms.

But we cannot carry on as though nothing happened in
Manchester this week.

So, let

the quality of our debate, over the next fortnight, be worthy of the country
we

are proud to defend. Let’s have our arguments without

impugning anyone’s patriotism and without diluting the unity with which we
stand against terror.

Together,
we will be stronger. Together we can build a Britain worthy of those who died
and those who have inspired us all in Manchester this week.

Thank
you.

Tories double-cross British fishing
communities over reclaiming our seas
in weasel word pledge
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UKIP fisheries spokesman, Mike Hookem MEP, has blasted the Conservatives for
trying to “double cross” fishing communities with “weasel-worded” manifesto
pledges after it emerged the Tories believed the future of the UK fishing
industry lay in “processing fish from Iceland and Norway”, rather than
reclaiming our seas.

Direct Healthcare Services to
establish Europe’'s first specialist
research and testing facility to meet
new worldwide standards

The investment at its Caerphilly facility is supported by £50,000 from the
Welsh Government’s Growth and Prosperity Fund and will create ten jobs and
safeguard a further 56. The project costs to fit out the facility with
machinery and equipment are part of a wider £600K cap ex investment the
company 1is making.

The new ISO standards for the testing of mattresses and overlays used in
treatment encompass all mattresses used in hospitals including trolley and
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theatre mattresses as well as mattresses used in patients’ homes.

The global standards are expected to come into operation this year with the
only testing facility currently available based in the USA.

Direct Healthcare Services (DHS) will work closely with the Welsh Wound
Innovation Centre to create the new facility to ensure all its products
comply with the new standards and ensure it retains its market leading
position. The independent European testing facility will be available for use
by other companies.

Economy Secretary Ken Skates said:

“DHS is a Welsh success story, founded in 2009 with just three
members of staff it now employs more than 100 people and is the
largest volume supplier of mattresses to the NHS and rapidly
growing their international exports with an office in Australia.

“Innovation is at the heart of DHS’ success and this is a key
expansion project that will ensure its continued growth. DHS is a
valued member of the growing Welsh cluster of wound care companies
— a priority sub sector for life sciences and I am delighted the
Welsh Government is supporting this investment.”

Skills and Science Minister, Julie James, added:

“Wales’ life sciences sector has gone from strength to strength
over recent years, punching well above its weight on a global
stage, and this success would not be possible without companies
such as Direct Healthcare Services continuing to innovate.

“We are committed to supporting growth of this economically
important sector in Wales and today'’s expansion announcement from
DHS is further evidence of this.”

Graham Ewart, Managing Director at DHS said,

“DHS have consistently been an early adopter of regulatory and
compliance directives so it makes good sense that we open and
operate an independent testing facility to assure compliance to the
new global ISO standard. As a Welsh business we are delighted to
have the support of the Welsh Government and the commitment and
expertise of WWIC as an operating partner.”

DHS is the fastest growing manufacturer in its field in the UK with a
comprehensive range of products and an extensive intellectual property
portfolio winning the Queen’s Award for Innovation in 2016 and 2017. In
collaboration with the Welsh Wound Innovation Centre (WWIC), it has developed



a number of revolutionary new products.

The Welsh Wound Innovation Centre is based near DHS’'s facility, which will
enable customers from around the world that visit WWIC to view the research
and test facility at the same time.

It would promote Wales as a world leader, not only in pressure ulcer research
at WWIC, but also in the associated product testing at DHS.

Press release: More than 300 miles of
roadworks will be lifted this Bank
Holiday

Almost 98 per cent of motorways and strategic A roads will be roadworks-free
over the bank holiday.

Highways England is completing 184 and suspending 162 miles of roadworks by
6am on 26 May until 12.01am on 30 May.

And before they set off, to help ensure safe journeys, drivers are reminded
to:

e check fuel: make sure you have enough to get to your destination

e check tyres: prior to setting off on a long/significant journey, check
your tyre pressure and the condition of your tyres, including the spare
— look out for cuts or wear and make sure the tyres have a minimum tread
depth of 1.6mm, which is the legal limit

e check engine o0il: use your dipstick to check oil before any long
journey, and top up if needed — take your car back to the garage if
you’'re topping up more than usual

e check water: to ensure you have good visibility, always keep your
screenwash topped up so you can clear debris or dirt off your windscreen

e check your lights: if your indicators, hazard lights, headlights, fog
lights, reverse lights or brake lights are not functioning properly, you
are putting yourself at risk. In addition, light malfunctions can be a
reason for your vehicle to fail its MOT

See a map showing the locations of lifted and completed schemes.

Suspension or completion of roadworks means that more lanes will be open and
many speed restrictions will be lifted.

Find out more about driving on smart motorways.

Drivers planning to use the Dartford Crossing are reminded to pay Dart Charge
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in advance or by midnight the day after crossing, and you can find us online
at Dartcharge.

More information about conditions on our roads can be found on our website or
by calling our information line (0300 123 5000).

For more detailed information on how to carry out your vehicle checks, search
Think!

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.
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