
Caroline Lucas: Gove unfit to be
environment secretary

12 June 2017

The Green Party has responded to Theresa May’s appointment of Michael Gove as
Environment Secretary.

Caroline Lucas MP, co-leader of the Green Party, said:

“It is hard to think of many politicians as ill equipped for the role of
environment secretary as Michael Gove. His record of voting against measures
to halt climate change and his attempt to wipe the subject from our
children’s curriculum show him entirely unfit to lead our country in tackling
one of the greatest threats we face. And as we enter Brexit negotiations,
Gove’s past suggestion we scrap vital EU environmental protections becomes
ever more concerning.

“This appointment is further evidence of both Theresa May’s complete
disregard for the environment and her desperation to hold together a
Government in chaos.”

Notes:

1. https://www.theyworkforyou.com/mp/11858/michael_gove/surrey_heath/votes#en
vironment

2. https://www.theguardian.com/education/2013/jul/05/michael-gove-climate-cha
nge-geography-curriculum  

3. http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/brexit-eu-regulations-michae
l-gove-environment-drugs-a7649041.html
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Economist

The Governor of the Bank of England has decided to re-appoint Andrew Haldane,
Chief Economist at the Bank of England and member of the Monetary Policy
Committee, for a further three-year term. In accordance with Section 13(3)(a)
of the Bank of England Act 1998, the Governor consulted the Chancellor of the
Exchequer on the appointment.

Plans to curb zero-hours contracts in
social care unveiled

Under proposals being put out to consultation today, employers will need to
offer workers in the domiciliary care sector on zero-hours contracts the
choice of moving to a minimum hours contract after three months of continued
employment, if there is ongoing demand for the work.
Measures to tackle ‘call-clipping’ have also been announced. The proposals
would require providers of domiciliary care to differentiate clearly between
travel time and care time when preparing employees’ schedules, giving due
regard to issues such as the distance between visits and rush hour traffic.
This would help to ensure that care time – and therefore the quality of care
– is not eroded.

Social Services Minister, Rebecca Evans, said: 

“While some staff prefer zero-hours contracts, valuing the
flexibility they can offer, for many the uncertainty and insecurity
they pose can have a hugely detrimental impact on their lives.
Crucially the plans we are putting out to consultation today will
ensure employees have a choice. After three months of employment,
they will be able to choose whether to move onto another zero-hours
contract, or take up alternative contractual arrangements. 

“The proposals I have unveiled today are not only intended to offer
staff a fairer deal, but also to safeguard the quality of care and
support people receive in their own homes. Research shows a link
between the prevalence of zero-hours contracts and a reduced
quality of care, due to issues around the continuity of care and
communication between workers and those they support.

“Requiring providers to distinguish clearly between travel time and
care time when arranging services, will also improve the experience
of people needing care. Doing so will help tackle ‘call-clipping’,
ensuring people’s care and support time is not eroded by travel
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time between visits.

“I encourage anybody with a view on these important issues to
contribute to our consultation.”

The consultation is available on the Welsh Government’s website and will run
for eight weeks, until 7 August 2017.

Press release: Statement by Secretary
of State for Northern Ireland

Statement by Secretary of State for Northern Ireland the Rt Hon James
Brokenshire MP:

It is a privilege to be to have been asked by the Prime Minister to
continue to serve as Secretary of State for Northern Ireland –
particularly at such a crucial moment for Northern Ireland and the
whole United Kingdom.

The UK Government remains steadfast in its commitment to the
Belfast Agreement and to governing in the interests of all parts of
the community in Northern Ireland. It provides the basis for
Northern Ireland’s continued political progress and as the
Government we remain firmly committed to this.

My immediate priority is reaching agreement on restoring an
inclusive power-sharing Executive – which is what the people of
Northern Ireland voted for in the March Assembly elections.

The statutory deadline to restore a functioning Executive to
Northern Ireland is 29 June. Time is short but there was real
progress in the last round of political discussion. Agreement
between the parties can be reached if there is goodwill on all
sides.

Talks must resume again as soon as possible and I will meet the
party leaders and Irish Foreign Minister Flanagan in Belfast
tomorrow. All those involved must engage in the full knowledge that
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the deadline of 29 June is final and immovable.

The UK government will do everything in its power, working
alongside the Irish government in relation to those areas where
they have responsibility, to contribute to and support the process,
steadfastly upholding the principles of the Belfast Agreement and
its successors.

Like the overwhelming majority across the community in Northern
Ireland, I believe a devolved government in Belfast is the best way
to address the key decisions which affect people’s day to day lives
– whether these relate to the economy, security, public services or
issues of policing and justice, as well as addressing the legacy of
the past.

A Northern Ireland Executive also has a vital part to play in
ensuring that Northern Ireland’s interests are represented as the
UK prepares to leave the EU.

Northern Ireland’s political leaders now have this chance to take
control and restore effective power sharing government under the
current assembly mandate. If they do not, the power to make
decisions passes to others. Their choice in the next three weeks
will shape Northern Ireland’s future.

News story: Lord Chancellor and
Secretary of State for Justice: David
Lidington appointed

I am pleased and honoured to have been appointed as Lord Chancellor and
Secretary of State for Justice.

Together with my ministerial team, I look forward to working with the
hardworking and dedicated staff in our prisons and probation services, in our
courts and tribunals and with people right across the justice system.

Democracy and freedom are built on the rule of law, and are protected by a
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strong and independent judiciary. I look forward to taking my Oath as Lord
Chancellor, and to working with the Lord Chief Justice and his fellow judges
in the months ahead, to ensure that justice is fairly administered and
robustly defended.


