
News story: Historic North Wales town
announced as host for Armed Forces Day
2018

The event in the historic seaside town will be supported by the Ministry of
Defence, together with the Welsh Government and Conwy Borough Council.

The announcement comes as events are held across the UK to mark Armed Forces
Day, including the national event this year hosted by the City of Liverpool.
Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns will join the First Sea Lord and
thousands of people at the South Wales celebrations in Caerphilly to honour
the work and dedication of our brave Servicemen and women deployed around
the world.

Defence Minister for the Lords, Earl Howe said:

Llandudno represents a superb venue for next year’s celebrations
and I’m sure the town will bring together the whole nation in
celebrating our Armed Forces.

Wales was the proud host of the national event in 2010 when
thousands of people celebrated in Cardiff. The support from the
Welsh Government and local communities, coupled with the rich and
vibrant history of Llandudno, means that the town is the ideal
choice to make the event even more successful in 2018.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

I’m delighted that the national Armed Forces Day event will return
to Wales in 2018. This time next year, we will see veterans of wars
gone by and soldiers serving in conflicts around the world today
marching side by side in Llandudno, united in pride in service to
their country.

In Wales we have a special connection with our Armed Forces and
this annual event gives the public an opportunity to show their
appreciation and pride for our soldiers, sailors and air personnel
who sacrifice so much for others.

Our debt of gratitude also extends to the families they leave
behind and the veterans past and present who have dedicated years
of their lives to service. I am honoured to mark Armed Forces Day
today – and in the years to come – in their company.

Councillor Gareth Jones, Leader of Conwy County Borough Council, said:
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We are proud and privileged to be named as the Host of the National
Armed Forces Day in 2018.

Conwy County has a deep affiliation with the Armed Forces and a
strong historical link. Llandudno will be a great destination to
showcase the outstanding work of the Armed Forces past and present.

The event will be supported by all the North Wales Councils and key
colleagues across Wales. Serving personnel and veterans of our
Armed Forces Community will be assured of a very warm welcome and
an event that thanks them for their commitment to keeping the
country safe.

North Wales has many current and historic links to the Armed
Forces, including and many Regular and Reserve Army units, including the
Royal Welsh recruit from there. RAF Valley on Anglesey, is home to a fast jet
training base. Nearly 10,000 veterans live in Conwy, supported by a number of
local and national charities. 

This year, events along the coast included an Armed Forces parade in the
nearby town of Caernarfon on 17 June, and today a Forces’ themed street party
is being held in Conwy.

Press release: Secretary of State
praises role of military at Armed
Forces Day in South Wales

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns will join thousands of people at the
South Wales celebrations in Caerphilly to honour the work and dedication of
our brave Servicemen and women deployed around the world.

Mr Cairns will deliver a reading at the traditional Drumhead Service against
the backdrop of Caerphilly Castle, before enjoying a packed programme of
events which will include military displays and live music.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

On operations at home and overseas, the men and women of the armed
forces work to protect the security, independence and interests of
our country 24-hours-a-day, 365-days-a-year.

In Wales we have a special connection with our Armed Forces and
this annual event gives the public an opportunity to show their
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appreciation and pride for our soldiers, sailors and air personnel
who sacrifice so much for others.

Our debt of gratitude also extends to the families they leave
behind and the veterans past and present who have dedicated years
of their lives to service. I am honoured to mark Armed Forces Day
2017 in their company.

Admiral Sir Philip Jones, First Sea Lord and Chief of Naval
Staff, said:

It’s a huge pleasure to celebrate Armed Forces Day in Caerphilly.

The young sailors and marines under my command work incredibly hard
to defend the UK and to protect our interests overseas. But they
cannot do it alone. They rely on their loved ones to support them,
and they need the British public to understand the commitment and
sacrifices required to keep us safe in an uncertain and competitive
world.

I know how proud the people of Wales are of the Royal Navy, and the
Army and Royal Air Force too. Armed Forces Day is an opportunity to
thank service personnel and their families, and to celebrate the
contribution of reservists, veterans and the youth and cadet
organisations who make such an important contribution to national
life.

The Welsh Rugby Union is also showing its support for the British Armed
Forces this year. Serving Members of the Army, Navy and RAF were invited to
mingle with the Wales national rugby team at their training base in the Vale
of Glamorgan ahead of their departure for their summer tour to Tonga and
Samoa.

The Office of the Secretary of State for Wales has further shown its support
by flying the Armed Forces Day flag above Gwydyr House, the department’s
headquarters in London.

Notes to editors

The 2017 National Armed Forces Event will be held in Liverpool on 24
June.
You can find out more about Armed Forces Day here

https://www.armedforcesday.org.uk/


News story: Record number of events
will hail UK Armed Forces

The ninth annual Armed Forces Day will centre on Liverpool, where regulars,
reserves, their families and veterans will gather for a parade, receptions,
displays, a ship visit and Red Arrows and Typhoon flypasts.

There will be hundreds more significant events to thank the UK’s Forces, from
Caerphilly to Plymouth to Edinburgh in the UK and from the Falkland Islands
to Cyprus overseas.

Ahead of attending today’s event in Liverpool, the Prime Minister said:

Our world-leading Armed Forces work day and night to defend our
country and our way of life, both at home and abroad.

In the aftermath of the Manchester attack, military personnel
played a vital role on UK streets, providing visible reassurance to
our communities. And further afield they continue to take the fight
to Daesh in Iraq and Syria, helping to drive the terrorists back
and give ordinary people in those countries the chance to rebuild
their lives.

I am proud to be attending the Armed Forces Day celebrations in the
great city of Liverpool this year, joining thousands of people in
expressing our gratitude to the men and women who do so much to
preserve our freedom.

Ahead of Liverpool’s event Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon announced
that nearly 11,000 service personnel have been able to get on the housing
ladder or change their home using Forces Help to Buy scheme payments. Since
its launch in April 2014 more than £163m has been paid to scheme applicants,
allowing service personnel and their families to borrow up to half their
salary to buy their own home.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:

We owe a huge gratitude to the men and women of our Armed Forces
and salute their service in keeping us safe each and every day.

As we celebrate Armed Forces Day there are 10,000 regulars and
reserve personnel serving now on NATO operations. There are Royal
Navy ships serving in the Gulf, the British Army is supporting UN
peacekeeping in South Sudan, and the Royal Air Force are patrolling
the skies above the Black Sea region in the ‎campaign against Daesh
terrorism and on NATO deployments; the Royal Navy is helping
protect the Gulf; the Army is peace-keeping in South Sudan and
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Somalia; and the Royal Air Force is patrolling the skies above the
Black Sea.

The Help to Buy milestone demonstrates our promise to ensure that
our Armed Forces and their families can enjoy the stability of
owning their own home. It is part of our commitment to them in
return for the immeasurable commitment they make to us.

Today’s event in Liverpool will consist of a large-scale military parade from
St George’s Hall to the Pier Head supported by bands. Reflecting Liverpool’s
strong connection with the Royal Navy, the Type-23 frigate HMS Iron Duke will
be docked in the city. In the air there will be flypasts by the Red Arrows,
Typhoon and the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. Military villages of
static displays, machines and equipment will complete the show.

Liverpool’s Assistant Mayor and Cabinet Member for Culture, Tourism and
Events, Councillor Wendy Simon, said:

It is a privilege to host Armed Forces Day and there is a real buzz
about the city as we get closer to Saturday’s celebrations.  > We
are a city renowned for its success when staging large, outdoor
events and Saturday will be no exception. As the national focal
point for Armed Forces Day we will make sure that when the
spotlight shines on us, we will do all that we can to make the
city, the armed forces and the UK proud.

UK Armed Forces are currently involved in over 20 operations in more than 25
countries, from South Sudan to Iraq. Also present will be many veterans that
make-up the estimated 2.56 million Armed Forces veteran community living in
the UK. Young cadets will be present too; together the Sea, Army, and Air
cadet forces have almost 100,000 members, many of whom will be at events up
and down the country.

Brexit a year on:  Devolved
Administrations must play a key part
in negotiations

Speaking at the conference, the Finance Secretary will say that the general
election result means the UK Government does not have a mandate for a ‘hard
Brexit’ and it is an opportunity to re-set the devolved administration’s role
in negotiations to leave the EU.
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In a recent joint letter with the Scottish Government to David Davis, the
Welsh Government put forward a series of practical steps to improve the
engagement with the four devolved administrations, including the future role
of the Joint Ministerial Committee set up to oversee negotiations.

The Finance Secretary is expected to tell the conference:  

“The general election result sent a powerful message to the UK
Government that it has no mandate for a ‘hard Brexit’, and that it
must work differently to build a broad-based consensus across the
UK on taking forward the Brexit process.

“We have been clear that this is an opportunity for the UK
Government to reconsider their plans and their approach to the role
of the devolved administrations in negotiations.  With those
negotiations beginning earlier this week, it is more pressing than
ever for the UK Government to set out their approach.

“Brexit has big implications for the constitutional future of the
UK which cannot be ignored.  We can’t just wind the clock back to
pre-1973.  Devolution is now an established part of the UK
constitution and this must be respected.

“Only last week, we published our blueprint for a major
constitutional renewal of the UK, which can meet the challenges
Brexit poses for all devolved nations and the future governance of
the country as a whole.  It is clear that the existing inter-
governmental mechanisms are not fit-for-purpose to enable agreement
to be reached and these need to be overhauled as we prepare to
leave the EU.

“The election result is also an opportunity to re-set the
effectiveness of the current Joint Ministerial Committee set up to
oversee the EU negotiations.  That is why I have written jointly
with the Scottish Government to David Davis setting out a series of
practical steps to improve engagement and meet its original remit.

“At the centre of our proposals is the urgent need to resume the
meetings at the earliest opportunity and agree a forward work
programme with meaningful input around negotiating meetings with
the European Commission. We welcome the assurance in the Queen’s
Speech that the government wishes to build a broad consensus
including with the Devolved Administrations – but now is the time
to demonstrate that by urgent action.”



Government response: Statement
responding to Camden Council’s
decision to evacuate residents of the
Chalcots estate

This is the response from a Department for Communities and Local Government
spokesperson:

The safety of residents is paramount.

Camden Council and the Fire and Rescue Service are rightly working together
to implement their responsibilities under the Emergency Fire Safety Review
that we sent them yesterday (22 June).

As we said, in the most serious cases this involves residents being moved out
of their homes while they are made safe.

This is clearly distressing for those involved and the every effort will be
made to reduce the disruption as they make temporary arrangements in line
with their emergency plans.

The government, through London Resilience, is offering every assistance in
getting this done as swiftly and safely as possible.
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