
Fatality notice: MOD confirms the
death of Corporal Steven Wainwright

Corporal Steven Wainwright with his family.

Corporal Steven Wainwright died on Tuesday 1 May after being involved in a
road traffic collision on the Akrotiri Sovereign Base Area in Cyprus. The
incident is under investigation.

Cpl Wainwright enlisted into the RAF in 2006. Following successful completion
of basic training at RAF Halton he went on to complete trade training at RAF
Cosford (formally the Defence College of Aeronautical Engineering (DCAE)),
graduating in October 2006. He then undertook his first posting to RAF
Kinloss, working as part of the Nimrod Line Squadron until July 2008. Upon
completion of his Trade Ability Tests, he was promoted to Senior Aircraftman
in December 2006. Following his first tour, he returned to DCAE Cosford for
further training to qualify as a Technician, where he was subsequently
assigned to RAF Marham to support Tornado operations. He remained there until
December 2012 when he was posted to No. 6 Squadron, RAF Leuchars until June
2014. He then moved with the Squadron as part of a rebasing programme to RAF
Lossiemouth where he has served ever since. He was successful on his trade
promotion board for the rank of Cpl in October 2017.

Group Captain Andrew Dickens OBE, Commanding Officer 903 Expeditionary Air
Wing said:
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Our deepest condolences go to Cpl Steven Wainwright’s family and
friends at what is a terrible, tragic time. He was a popular member
of No. 6 Squadron, who are currently deployed as part of 903
Expeditionary Air Wing based at RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus. As a highly
skilled aircraft technician, Cpl Wainwright was making a key
contribution to Operation Shader in ensuring Typhoon aircraft could
complete the challenging mission against Daesh. Cpl Wainwright was
a dedicated professional who had served his country with
distinction. All our thoughts are now with Cpl Wainwright’s family,
friends and colleagues as they come to terms with his tragic death.

Wing Commander William Cooper, Officer Commanding No. 6 Squadron said:

Cpl Wainwright was an unfailingly professional technician who had
an incredible passion for his family, his work and life in the
Royal Air Force. He was a man who motivated and lifted everybody he
interacted with at RAF Lossiemouth, especially on No. 6 Squadron. A
fighter squadron is a very tight unit and Cpl Wainwright embodied
all the qualities to make that possible. He was a mentor to those
both more senior and more junior and by sheer force of personality
produced results in people others could not.

No task was too daunting or too challenging, he took adversity in
his stride and, as a result, No. 6 Squadron is a far happier place
and more effective fighting unit. Every job, every aircraft see-
off, every mentoring role was conducted with the same cheery
personality and calm professionalism. Unwavering dedication to
operations was typical of Cpl Wainwright, be that at home on Quick
Reaction Alert or overseas on Operation Shader. His shoes cannot be
filled and he will be greatly missed by everybody on No. 6
Squadron, the thoughts of all of us on are with Cpl Wainwright’s
family at this incredibly difficult time.

Squadron Leader Chris Harris, Senior Engineering Officer No. 6 Squadron said:

Always with a smile to share, even at the end of the hardest night
shift, Steve was renowned for picking up morale with his
infectiously positive approach to life. This unwaveringly positive
determination transferred into his outstanding professional
dedication, where he took justifiable pride in being one of the
best engineers on the Squadron. Steve Wainwright was one of the
first people I met on the Squadron, his characteristic good humour
evident in our very first discussion where he introduced himself
with his typical comedic style. Respected and admired across every
trade on No. 6 Squadron and beyond, Steve will be sorely missed by
all and our thoughts are with his family at this time.

Warrant Officer David Clegg, No. 6 Squadron Detachment Warrant Officer said:



Full of charisma and highly respected by everyone, Stevie was an
exceptionally friendly individual with a great sense of humour. As
an aircraft engineer, he was one of the best and it was an absolute
pleasure to work alongside him. His affectionate nature and
loveable character shone through in everything he achieved and he
will be sadly missed by all. Our thoughts are with his family at
this sad time.

Group Captain, Jim Walls, Station Commander RAF Lossiemouth said:

Cpl Wainwright was a member of our family here at RAF Lossiemouth,
we all feel his loss deeply. He was a highly skilled individual who
was a key part of our team. I always enjoyed the gift of his upbeat
attitude. I particularly respected him for his values and
approaches as a family man. We are all thinking of his loved ones
at this tragic time.

Press release: Dstl analysts support
Europe’s largest military exercise

A team of analytic specialists from Dstl are providing vital analysis to
support military commanders in Europe’s largest military exercise, Exercise
Joint Warrior. Lead by the UK’s Ministry of Defence (MOD), Exercise Joint
Warrior is a multi-national military training exercise which takes place in
the UK, predominately in the north-west of Scotland and on Salisbury Plain.

Dstl’s guidance is crucial for military leaders to understand the risks and
benefits of the decisions they make when planning tactical activities and
maneuvers during conflict.

Thousands of military personnel take part in the exercise from across the UK
services, as well as those from NATO and other allied countries. It involves
38 naval vessels, 68 aircraft and a large number ground units. Operations
include airborne assaults, amphibious landing and training in counter-
insurgency, counter-piracy and interstate warfare.

Among the team of analysts from Dstl is Richard Hoyes, he said:

Seeing your hard work and analysis influence a commander’s
decisions is great; though, clearly there is a serious edge to all
of the work involved; it is also good fun. At the start of the
exercise I was in an airfield with hundreds of paratroopers who
were prepping to deploy as per a real conflict. There were a lot of
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helicopters and fast jets; it all makes for a very meaningful and
realistic experience.

The team is among more than 30 members of Dstl staff who are trained and
ready to deploy anywhere in the world in support of military operations and
exercises; all at a moment’s notice.

Richard added:

On this joint operation, the Army, RAF and Navy work together as a
team. You can gain great insight into a breadth of capabilities due
to the fascinating mix of cultures with the likes of Danish,
Lithuanian and Latvians among the nationalities working alongside
UK personnel. This is the second exercise of this type that I have
done and I have already developed working relations with other
nations. It shows how seamlessly these nations can integrate
together and fight side by side.

Dstl also has a 24-hour, 365-day ‘reachback’ capability, which provides rapid
access to the breadth and depth of Dstl’s capabilities in support of military
operations, not just with analysis but could include anything from computer
modelling and highly detailed scientific advice to a review of previous
research studies for similar issues.

For more information contact the Dstl press office on 01980 956845 or at
press@dstl.gov.uk

News story: UK and allies stand united
in face of intensifying threats

Britain remains more committed than ever to our longstanding allies in the
face of evolving and intensifying threats, including chemical and biological
weapons, reaffirmed Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson today.

Speaking from the Joint Expeditionary Force’s (JEF) military exercise on
Salisbury Plain, the Defence Secretary made clear the importance of the joint
force in which the UK plays a leading role as the ‘framework nation’, working
closely alongside Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, the
Netherlands, Norway and Sweden.

Attending with Chiefs of Defence from all nine JEF member nations, Mr
Williamson also commended the JEF’s ability to react to the full spectrum of
operations, from humanitarian assistance and conventional deterrence, through
to combat operations.
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Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

Nations are judged by the friends they keep. The exercise today
sends a clear message to our allies and adversaries alike – our
nations have what it takes to keep our people safe and secure in an
uncertain world.

From counter-terrorism and anti-smuggling to information warfare,
we are stronger by sharing expertise and developing joint tactics
across air, land, sea and cyber.

The live capability demonstration featured troops from the nine JEF nations,
including troops from the UK Parachute Regiment, the Danish Jutland Dragoon
Regiment, the Lithuanian “Iron Wolf” Brigade and the Latvian Mechanised
Infantry Brigade, conducting urban combat operations with air support
provided by Apaches, Chinooks, Wildcats and Tornados.

The exercise is the culmination of two weeks of intensive and specialised
training across the country, ranging from amphibious and naval activity in
Wales and Scotland to land based training in Wiltshire and air activity
across the UK; all part of Exercise Joint Warrior.

Nearly 12,000 military personnel from 17 nations took part in the training
scenarios involving multiple sovereign nations disputing resources and
territories; counter-terrorism and anti-smuggling activity; information
warfare; and evacuation operations.

During his visit, Mr Williamson took time to visit the Defence Science and
Technology Laboratory (DSTL), Porton Down who have provided a team of
analytic specialists to the exercise. They provide vital analysis to support
military commanders, giving crucial advice to help military leaders
understand the risks and benefits of the decisions they make when planning
tactical activities and manoeuvres during conflict.

DSTL Chief Executive Gary Aitkenhead said:

It has been an extraordinary time for all of us at Dstl, therefore
it has been a pleasure to show the Defence Secretary some of the
ground-breaking research that we do and the vital role Dstl plays
in keeping our Armed Forces and the British public safe.

Our people are world-leaders in what they do and Mr Williamson’s
visit today gave us an opportunity to showcase how we are
delivering the Government’s priorities for defence and technology
against a backdrop of ever changing threats.



Mr Williamson also met troops at Winterbourne Gunner who are helping with the
decontamination efforts in Salisbury, following the poisoning of Sergei and
Yulia Skripal in March.

News story: UK and Norway defence
ministers plan sub-hunting co-
operation

Defence Minister Guto Bebb hosted Secretary Tone Skogen, State Secretary in
Norway’s Ministry of Defence, on her visit aboard a US Navy P-8A Poseidon
aircraft – equipment which both the UK and Norway will soon own themselves.

The allies ramped up discussions around how the nations will work together
and might deploy their submarine-hunting aircraft fleet in the future. Areas
of co-operation could range from maintenance to training and operations,
which would not only cut costs but also boost operational power in the North
Atlantic, a key area of submarine activity.

The aircraft took off from RAF Lossiemouth, which will be the future home of
the UK’s fleet. Investing £3 billion in the capability over the next decade,
the UK is buying nine of the Boeing-built aircraft, whilst Norway are getting
five.
Their key role for the UK will be to protect the country’s submarine-based
nuclear deterrent and its two new aircraft carriers – the Poseidons deploy
sonobuoys to help them detect submarines, and can fire anti-ship missiles and
launch torpedoes to destroy submarines.

Defence Minister Guto Bebb said:

These sub-hunters will take to the skies from RAF Lossiemouth and
help us combat a range of intensifying threats, not least
increasing submarine activity in the North Atlantic. We’re
investing £3bn in our own capability, but working alongside Norway
takes this to a higher level. Not only could we cut costs by
sharing training, spares and repair facilities, but we can patrol
the seas together, meaning we’ve got more eyes and ears on any
potential aggressors.

Norway’s Secretary Tone Skogen said:

Norway and the UK are natural partners given our shared values, as
well as our history and geography. We can even further strengthen
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bilateral defence cooperation related to high-end capabilities such
as the F-35 fighter and the P-8 maritime patrol aircraft.

In my discussions with Guto Bebb, Minister for Defence Procurement,
I find a like-minded ally. The UK and Norway continue to stand
together in training and exercises in the North Atlantic and the
Northern region, as well as operationalisation of the Joint
Expeditionary Force.

The nine P-8A Poseidons will be based at RAF Lossiemouth in Scotland. Last
month, Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson cut the first turf on a £132m
facility for the new fleet. The new facility will be completed in 2020, to
coincide with initial operating capability of the Poseidon aircraft being
available in the UK.

Built by Elgin-based Robertson Northern, it will comprise a tactical
operations centre, an operational conversion unit, squadron accommodation,
training and simulation facilities and a three-bay aircraft hangar.

At the peak of construction, the project will support 200 local jobs. When
the fleet is fully operational, some 470 additional service personnel will be
based at RAF Lossiemouth, taking the total number of people employed there to
2,200. Further roles are also expected when the training and support services
are established at the new facility.

News story: Defence Secretary
announces latest wave of cadet units
in schools

Schools across the UK will benefit from the latest round of openings,
including three in East Anglia, two in the East Midlands, four in Greater
London, one in the North East, four in the North West, one in the South East,
six in the West Midlands, three in Yorkshire & Humberside, one in Scotland
and one in Wales.

The announcement came as the Defence Secretary had the opportunity to meet
cadets at Phoenix Collegiate School in West Bromwich and see first-hand the
new skills that students have gained.

Speaking at the event, Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

Being a cadet offers students unrivalled opportunities to develop
new skills, enjoy unforgettable life experiences, and be inspired
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by our world class Armed Forces.

I’m delighted to announce a new round of cadet units in schools
across the UK, showing our commitment to ensure students from all
backgrounds have the chance to fulfil their potential.

The cadets I met today impressed me with their confidence, problem
solving and teamwork – skills that will stand them in good stead in
the future.

Phoenix Collegiate was approved in the last wave of cadet units, and has been
on parade now for over a year.

The latest round of cadet units ensures the Government remains on target to
have a total of 500 running in the UK by 2020. 418 cadet units are already up
and running and this latest wave takes the total approved units to 453. Many
are opened in less prosperous areas where opportunities for cadet units were
previously limited.

The Cadet Expansion Programme is backed by £50 million funding from Libor
fines, which covers set up costs, uniforms, equipment and training.
The benefits of the cadet experience were highlighted in an independent
report published by Northamptonshire University, which found that being a
cadet can increase social mobility and help disadvantaged children reach
their potential.

Robert Goodwill MP is also conducting independent research into how schools
can best utilise their cadet units; assessing the benefits of having a
military ethos and values in schools provides to its pupils. The findings
will be completed by the end of September 2018.


