
Trans Awareness Week

Many trans and non-binary people – in the UK and across the world – face
unacceptable barriers to healthcare, employment, education, and public life.
In the UK, an estimated 62% – 73% of trans people have experienced harassment
and violence because they were identified as trans. Hate crimes have risen
sharply, nearly doubling in the past five years and access to NHS gender-
affirming care remains painfully slow at best. No one should have to fight
this hard to be treated with basic dignity and respect. 

The Liberal Democrats have a proud legacy of leading the fight for LGBTQ+
equality. From repealing Section 28 – the Conservatives’ law which prohibited
the “promotion of homosexuality” by local authorities – thanks to a clause
moved by Ed Davey, to Lynne Featherstone’s tireless efforts to legalise same-
sex marriage, and the former Liberal Democrat MP John Leech securing pardons
for those unjustly criminalised for their sexuality, our party has always
stood on the right side of history. That same commitment drives us now as we
work to ensure that trans and non-binary people enjoy the same rights,
respect, and recognition as everyone else.

We recognise and thank our trans members past and present for their
invaluable contributions – giving their time and energy to run for elected
office and campaigning to make our party and country a more inclusive place.

As we set out in our policy paper Free to Be Who You Are, passed at this
year’s Spring Conference, we believe that everyone should be free to live
authentically, without fear or prejudice and have full and equal access to
healthcare, education, workplaces, and the protections and freedoms every
citizen enjoys.

That is why we remain steadfast in our commitment to:

Reduce the unacceptable waiting times for gender-identity services and
ensure access to timely, compassionate healthcare through an informed
consent model.
Reform the gender recognition process to remove the requirement for
medical reports, recognise non-binary identities in law, and remove the
spousal veto.
Ban all forms of so-called “conversion therapy” and practices.
Protect trans people from discrimination in law, workplaces, schools and
public services so they can live safely and confidently as themselves.
Implement a new LGBTQ+ Action Plan to coordinate cross-government work
on delivering LGBTQ+ equality.

This Trans Awareness Week, we stand proudly alongside trans and non-binary
people across the UK – celebrating their strength, creativity and courage,
while recognising how far Britain still has to go. Our fight continues for a
country where everyone, without exception, is free to be who they are.

https://www.libdems.org.uk/news/article/trans-awareness-week-1
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Josh Babarinde elected as the new
President of the Liberal Democrats

We are pleased to announce that our Members have elected Josh Babarinde, MP
for Eastbourne, as the new President of the Liberal Democrats.

Josh Babarinde will assume the role on 1 January 2026 for a three year term,
with current President, Mark Park remaining in post until then.

“I’m so grateful to Liberal Democrat members for electing me to serve as our
next Party President.

With the traditional parties failing to stand up to Reform’s division, I’m
fired up to help ensure our party is ready to be the last line of defence
against them.

I’ll be working across the party to broaden our reach, apply my youth work
experience to engaging young voters ahead of votes at 16, and get battle-
ready for next May’s elections for the Scottish Parliament, Welsh Senedd and

https://www.libdems.org.uk/news/article/trans-awareness-week-1
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councils and Mayors across England.”

Josh Babarinde MP
President-Elect of the Liberal Democrats

“Huge congratulations to Josh Babarinde on his election as President of the
Liberal Democrats. Josh has already achieved so much as an MP, including
securing a landmark change in the law to protect victims of domestic abuse.

He has also worked tirelessly to stand up for the people of Eastbourne,
demonstrating that Liberal Democrat community politics is the best antidote
to Nigel Farage’s dangerous, divisive politics. I have no doubt Josh will be
a tremendous President and together we will take the fight to Reform UK and
stand up for a decent, caring Britain.

I also want to thank Prue Bray for her spirited campaign and dedication and
commitment to the party, and Mark Pack for the brilliant job he’s done as
President of the Liberal Democrats, helping us to deliver our best ever
election results.”

Ed Davey MP
Leader of the Liberal Democrats

Following a Federal Appeals Panel hearing yesterday, there will be a delay to
the counts for the party’s committees. We will let you know the results of
these as soon as they are confirmed.

The full results of the Federal Internal Elections will be available here
once they have been announced:
 

Internal Elections
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Remembering Ming

Ed Davey’s tribute to Ming Campbell in the House of Commons on 14th October
2025

I want to let the House into a secret about Ming Campbell: he was obsessed
with sport. As you might expect from someone who was the captain of the
Scottish men’s team at the Commonwealth Games.

I remember Ming talking about how he had been captivated by the 1948 London
Olympics at the age of seven – listening to it with his mother. And how he’d
decided back then that he wanted to run at a future Olympics.

It’s a dream so many young boys and girls have had at one point or another.
But Ming, thanks to his determination, drive and work ethic, actually made it
happen. He represented our country at the Tokyo Games in 1964.

For a man once known as the Flying Scotsman, who set a new British 100 metres
record at 10.2 seconds, and who was probably the fastest person ever elected
to this House – Ming was never one to brag about his sporting
accomplishments.

In fact, he was such a gentleman – so averse to boastfulness – that it could
be hard to get him to talk about them at all.

I remember when Wayne Rooney broke a metatarsal in his foot ahead of the 2006
World Cup. Ming had told us a story about how he had suffered an injury
before the 1964 Olympic Games and how hard he’d worked to overcome it.

We were all begging him to go on the radio and tell that story and encourage
Wayne Rooney – a rare chance for the Liberal Democrat Leader to break into
the biggest sports story of the day – but Ming wouldn’t do it.

I have to admit it was frustrating at the time, but it was also a mark of why
he was so respected and admired. That level of modesty is rare in anyone –
especially in a politician. But those of us who knew Ming knew that it was
simply the kind of man that he was.

It says a lot about Ming’s many and varied accomplishments that his
extraordinary sporting achievements – being Britain’s fastest man and
representing his country at the Olympics – won’t be what he is most
remembered for.

Nor will he be most remembered for his law career – though he excelled at
that too. He was even offered the chance to become a judge on Scotland’s High
Court in 1996. But he turned it down because by then – as he put it –
politics had got in his blood.

https://www.libdems.org.uk/news/article/remembering-ming


And so, what Ming will most be remembered for is his enormous contribution to
British politics. A parliamentary career spanning five decades, including 28
years representing North East Fife.

What Ming will most be remembered for is his enormous contribution
to British politics. A parliamentary career spanning five decades,
including 28 years representing North East Fife.

Ed Davey

I got to know him early during his first Parliament, when I was the party’s
economics adviser based in our whips’ office.



Even then, he already had so much gravitas. He was so charming, so thoughtful
and so respected. Ming was among those few MPs who was genuinely a grandee
from the first day they are elected.

But his calmness, reasonableness and intense decency masked a radical
politician.

A man who never forgot his roots growing up in a Glasgow tenement, and who
was driven by a deep commitment to social justice.

A man who said it was his role – and the role of Liberal Democrats – to
“rattle the cage of British politics”. And he did.

Especially when it came to foreign affairs and defence – on which he led for
our party for over 18 years. Including, of course, in the lead up to, and
after, the Iraq War.

I remember how difficult a decision it was for us to oppose that war. It felt
like we were going, not just against the government, but taking on the full
might of the British state – and the United States too.

The way Ming tackled it – with his typically steady, forensic, lawyerly
approach – gave us both the confidence and resolve to speak up strongly for
what we believed. He made our position firmly rooted in respect for
international law.

At a time when the world was in turmoil, following those horrific terrorist
attacks of September the 11th, Ming provided principled leadership with his
trademark combination of morality, courage and wisdom.

And he continued to do so – whether as Leader of our party, a respected
member of the Intelligence and Security Committee and the Foreign Affairs
Select Committee, and in the other place.

I benefited greatly from Ming’s advice and guidance over more than 30 years,
and turned to him often about foreign affairs in my own time as Leader. I
will miss his wise counsel, as I know many of us will.

But more than that, he was an incredibly warm and caring friend and
colleague, with such generosity and humour.

He called his late wife Elspeth his rock, and she was always by his side –
mostly with a cigarette. And they were such good fun and great company.



It was once said of Ming that “He runs the risk of giving
politicians a good name”. Well, he certainly did that.

Ed Davey

His passing is a moment for us to consider how we all are viewed as
politicians and what changes we could make, both individually and
collectively, to further the cause of good, decent, hopeful politics –
something that Ming embodied entirely.

Ming Campbell was a dedicated public servant, a tireless champion for Fife,
St Andrews and the United Kingdom, and a true Liberal giant



I know all of us in the Liberal Democrat family and across this House will
miss him terribly.

My friend Ming Campbell had so many strengths. Olympian, statesman,
party leader.

At St Andrews, where he was Chancellor for almost twenty years, he
gave so much to generations of students. @wendychambLD and I were
proud to honour his legacy in the place he loved.
pic.twitter.com/09B3gNfPH5

— Ed Davey (@EdwardJDavey) October 15, 2025
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Marie Goldman marks the start of Black
History Month 2025

This year’s theme, ‘Standing Firm in Power and Pride’, speaks to a long and
ongoing history of courage, resilience and leadership – of driving change in
the face of injustice – and to the pride, purpose, and strength found in
Black communities around the world. 

We owe an enormous debt to the Black British community. From the Windrush
generation’s foundational role in building the NHS to the countless
trailblazers who pushed boundaries in politics, the arts, science, and
activism, their legacy is woven into the fabric of this country.

Yet, the work is far from done. Too many people still face daily injustices,
from racism and hate speech to unequal opportunities and barriers that
prevent full participation in society. Prejudice continues to harm lives,
communities, and trust. We must acknowledge that reality and act to change
it.

I am proud that the Liberal Democrats are committed to standing firm in this
fight. We reject racism in all its forms and are determined to drive
meaningful change.

That is why we remain stalwart in our commitment to:

https://twitter.com/wendychambLD?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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Fully implementing the Windrush Lessons Learned Review and ensuring
Windrush victims receive the justice and compensation they deserve
Tackling inequalities in health, education, justice, and economic
opportunity, especially where Black and minority ethnic communities are
most affected, through a comprehensive Race Equality Strategy
Promoting diversity and representation in public institutions,
workplaces, and communities – not as a token gesture, but by ensuring
real access to power

This Black History Month, as we honour the pioneers, the activists, the
unsung heroes, and the next generation, our message is clear: We stand with
you. We will stand firm in your power and pride, and we will continue working
for a more just, equal, and inclusive Britain.

Marie Goldman is the Liberal Democrat MP for Chelmsford. She currently
undertakes the role of Liberal Democrat Spokesperson for Women and
Equalities. 
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Don’t let Trump’s America become
Farage’s Britain

What kind of country do we want to be?

That’s the question facing the British people right now. And it was the
question at the heart of my speech to our conference in Bournemouth.

With Labour and the Conservatives both having let people down and failed to
deliver the change our country needs, it comes down to us or Nigel Farage.
Two visions for the future that couldn’t be more different.

We know what kind of country Farage wants: we just have to look across to
Trump’s America.

Where there’s no NHS. Where gun laws are rolled back. Where social media
barons poison young minds with impunity.

Where the government tramples over our basic rights and freedoms. Where
racism and misogyny get the tacit support of people in power. Where
everything is in a constant state of chaos.

That is Trump’s America. We mustn’t let it become Farage’s Britain.

https://www.libdems.org.uk/news/article/marie-goldman-marks-the-start-of-black-history-month-2025
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Our vision of the future – the one we’ve been discussing and debating at
conference this week – is so much brighter. 

The kind of country we want to be is one where everyone’s rights are
protected and respected. Where we take care seriously, and fix our NHS. Where
we tackle climate change and protect our natural environment.

A country with a thriving economy and opportunity for everyone. Where
everyone has real power in their hands, and the powerful are held properly to
account. And a country that stands up for our values on the world stage.

That is our United Kingdom. The country we love.



And when it comes to the battle between those two visions, I am confident our
vision can win. Because it is rooted in the values most people share:
decency, tolerance and respect for both individual freedom and the rule of
law.

We have had a joyous conference, celebrating so much recent success for our
party. I hope you enjoyed it as much as I did!

But with your support, your energy and your hard work, I know the best is yet
to come…

Read Ed’s Full Speech:

 

What a time we’ve had here in Bournemouth. Lots of lively debates – on so
many important topics. And somehow we’ve managed to get through it all
without bringing someone up onto the stage to argue that it was Covid
vaccines that caused cancer in the Royal Family.

See, Nigel? It can be done!

Friends, when we were last here in Bournemouth – two years ago – I challenged
us to get more Liberal Democrats elected to Parliament. And you rose to that
challenge. Thank you. 



I said we needed to get the Conservatives out of Number 10. And you got that
job done too. And now our new team of 72 MPs are getting their jobs done, for
their constituents. 72 brilliant community champions, fighting for their
local hospitals and schools, local businesses and their local environment
too. Paying back the trust of voters, by working hard for their communities
every day.

But look at the job our new team is doing in Parliament too. Look at the big
changes we have won in the last year alone:

Stronger protections for survivors of domestic abuse. Better support for
family carers. A Sunshine Bill, to put solar panels on every new home. Making
sure every child living in poverty gets a healthy lunch at school – for free.
So much progress – and none of it happens without Liberal Democrats in
Parliament. An amazing record of achievement already. And we’re planning much
more.

We followed up last year’s historic national success with this year’s set of
fantastic local election victories. Gaining more councillors for the seventh
year in a row – our best ever winning streak. Winning majorities in
Cambridgeshire, Oxfordshire, Shropshire – so we now control more councils
than the Conservatives. Winning more council seats than either Labour or the
Conservatives, for the first time ever in our party’s history.

Incredible results. Historic results. Thanks to you all.

Conference, the last few years have been the most successful our party has
ever had… So far.

Because friends, let me tell you this: In the immortal words of Frank
Sinatra, the best is yet to come!

And yes, friends, I will keep doing it My Way. So get the bungee harness
ready… Because my ambition – for our party, our values, our ideas – has no
ceiling. And our ambition for our country has no ceiling either.

With the threat that Reform now poses to our country and our democracy –
friends, we have a moral responsibility to aim high. And we have a historic
opportunity to win big – as the only party now representing the views and
values of Britain’s decent silent majority.

So let me tell you – in confidence – our secret first target for the next
general election. Our first target is to win more seats than the
Conservatives, for the first time since Herbert Henry Asquith in 1910. Now we
have even more ambitious targets than that – but let’s start with the Tories.
For when it comes to the Conservative Party – you might have thought the
scale of their defeat would have forced a bit of… introspection?

Maybe they’d… apologise? Show a hint of contrition. Self-awareness?

But no.

Tory ministers who cheered Liz Truss’s budget – now complain about the state



of the economy they left. Tory ministers who stopped processing asylum claims
and caused the enormous backlog – now make videos complaining about it and
protesting outside the asylum hotels they opened.

The Conservative Party today is like a herd of bulls – going back into the
china shop with a camera crew, pointing at all the broken china everywhere –
and decrying the state of china shops in “woke, liberal” Britain.

The Conservative Party: No shame. No remorse. No wonder the country is
saying: No thanks.

Conference, I’ve lost count of the people who’ve told me they voted
Conservative all their lives, but now they’ve switched to the Liberal
Democrats. And not just because they feel so badly let down by their old
party. But because they see their values reflected best in our party.

So my message to millions of former Conservative voters – millions of One
Nation conservatives who reject the divisive politics of Badenoch and Farage
– my message to you is this:

Come and talk to us. About our ideas to grow the economy. Cut crime. Defend
our nation. Come and join us. To oppose this failing Labour Government and
offer our great country real change. Come, Conservative friends. Help us save
our country. Come and win with us. 

But friends, I’m going to let you in on another secret about our plans for
the next election. And friends, this is not to leave this hall… We won’t only
be targeting seats held by the Conservatives. I said before the election,
that just getting the Conservatives out of power wouldn’t be enough. 

We were all worried – weren’t we? – that Labour wouldn’t be nearly ambitious
enough to make the big changes our country needs. I really hoped Labour would
prove us wrong. But they haven’t. They’ve no vision for our country’s future.
No plan to really change things. 

Conference, don’t just take it from me. That’s what Labour MPs and Labour
members are saying about their own government. After being failed and
neglected for so long, the country needed leadership. Clarity. Vision. It
needed the Government to succeed. To turn things around. To just be better.
Instead, they’ve lurched from mistake to mistake. From U-turn to U-turn.
Crisis to crisis.

And look at who Labour have hurt along the way: Pensioners. Farmers. Carers.
Disabled people. Small businesses.

Every day, Labour is looking more and more like Continuity Sunak. And our
country is still crying out for change. And as every day goes by it gets
clearer – the two old parties can’t deliver that change. Neither of those old
parties can win back people’s trust. Neither of them will win the battle of
ideas for the future of our country.

So it comes down to us. Or Nigel Farage.



Liberal Democrat change – true to British values. Transforming our economy,
our public services and our politics. The real change people crave. Or
Farage’s change. Change away from the country we love. Change towards Trump’s
America. 

Just imagine – if you can bear it…

Imagine living in the Trump-inspired country Farage wants us to become. Where
there’s no NHS, so patients are hit with crippling insurance bills. Or denied
healthcare altogether. That is Trump’s America. Don’t let it become Farage’s
Britain.

Where we pay Putin for expensive fossil fuels and destroy our beautiful
countryside with fracking – while climate change rages on. That is Trump’s
America. Don’t let it become Farage’s Britain.

Where gun laws are rolled back, so schools have to teach our children what to
do in case of a mass shooting. Trump’s America. Don’t let it become Farage’s
Britain.

Where social media barons are free to poison young minds with impunity.
Trump’s America. Don’t let it become Farage’s Britain.

Where the government tramples on our basic rights and freedoms, unconstrained
by the European Convention on Human Rights. Where Andrew Tate – Andrew Tate –
is held up as an example to young men. Where racism and misogyny get the
tacit support of people in power. Where everything is in a constant state of
chaos.

That is Trump’s America. Don’t let it become Farage’s Britain.

Instead of the real change Liberal Democrats have always championed – the
change our country desperately needs – Farage is picking off groups of
people, one by one. If you’ve got a mental health problem, Farage says you’re
probably making it up. Even as suicides have risen to a 25-year high. If your
child is disabled or has special needs, Farage says it’s been wrongly
diagnosed. Even as parents struggle against the crisis in SEND. But of
course, it’s on immigration where he claims to offer the change people want. 

So let’s look at Farage’s record on immigration.

Who was it who campaigned to rip up twenty-seven return agreements, where in
the EU, the United Kingdom could legally and fairly return people who had no
right to be here? Yes it was Boris and the Conservatives – but it was also
Nigel Farage.

He caused this crisis, and he should apologise.

And look at this hypocrite’s big announcement on deportation last month. Look
at what his plan really means… Sending men, women and children who have fled
the Taliban back to Afghanistan to be murdered by them. And even paying the
Taliban to do it. That isn’t patriotic. That isn’t British. That isn’t who we
are.



And that’s why it’s so frustrating – so infuriating – that Farage gets such
an easy ride from the media. As he lies and divides, the BBC and others give
Farage so much time and attention. But they never hold him to account for all
the damage he has already done. The damage of Brexit. Farage was Brexit’s
champion. The damage of Donald Trump. Farage campaigned for him. All the
damage of Boris Johnson and Liz Truss. Farage backed them both.

So much that is broken in our country today is broken thanks to Nigel
Farage. 

And now he wants to break it even more. Unless we stop him.

This will not be easy. The forces of darkness are working together – across
the whole world. We all saw another agent of chaos last weekend. Elon Musk.
Inciting far-right violence on our streets.

Just like all those revolutionary leaders throughout history, bravely issuing
his call to arms – by video link, from an undisclosed location thousands of
miles away .

Conference, he’s certainly no craven coward, is he?

But we know why Elon Musk is so keen to meddle in our democracy, don’t we?
It’s not because he cares about the British people. It’s not about our rights
and our freedoms. It’s all about Musk’s ego. His power. And his wealth. He
rails against the Online Safety Act. But not because he cares about free
speech.

It’s because Musk wants to run his social media platform without safeguards –
without taking any responsibility for the terrible harm it is causing –
especially to our children. After Musk took over and slashed the platform’s
child-safety teams, X has become a much more dangerous place for children.
The promotion of self-harm. Of grooming. Of sexual exploitation. All
happening on Elon Musk’s watch.

No wonder he wants to get rid of the laws to tackle it.

And Nigel Farage says we should give Musk what he wants. A Wild West on
social media, that only benefits Musk and his ilk – while our children
suffer. I say no. The UK must stand up to Elon Musk, and properly enforce our
laws so he can’t get away with inflicting harm on our kids. Holding the
powerful to account – no matter how powerful they are.

It’s what Liberals are all about. Friends, we are engaged in a fight for the
future. One that comes down to the most fundamental questions of all: 

What kind of country we are. And what kind of country we want to become.

For the British people, there is a real choice right now. Between the
traditional values that have made the United Kingdom great – and dark forces
that have threatened our country before. When a country faces so many big
challenges on so many different fronts, there are two ways it can respond.
One is to set our sights lower. Become smaller, meaner. Give in to the worst



in us. Close ourselves off. Turn inwards. Hark back to a simpler time. Talk
about all the things we can’t do.

Trump’s America. Don’t let it become Farage’s Britain.

Reform’s vision of the future is not one befitting our great United Kingdom.
The other path – the better path – is to do what Britain has always done when
confronted by such big challenges in the past. Rise to them together. With
guts, determination and hope. You see, I start from a deeply optimistic view
of our country.

When I travel the UK and meet people from all backgrounds and all walks of
life – working hard, raising families, helping others, playing by the rules –
it fills me with pride to be British. And hope for the future. There’s a
question Nigel Farage is fond of asking. He likes to ask “Whose side are you
on?” Well we know the answer, don’t we? Nigel Farage is on the side of Elon
Musk, Vladimir Putin and Donald Trump.

Liberal Democrats are on the side of the British people.

Because unlike Farage, I actually love Britain. I’m proud of our country.
There’s no doubt that a lot needs fixing. Crumbling hospitals and schools.
Anaemic economic growth. The sewage in our rivers. Crime and anti-social
behaviour. Dangerous Channel crossings. Deep inequalities that limit
opportunity for young people. The housing crisis. The nature crisis. The
climate crisis. The prison crisis. The cost-of-living crisis. All the
challenges we’ve been discussing and debating here this weekend.

But we shouldn’t lose sight of the many incredible strengths this United
Kingdom has going for it. The best farmers, carmakers and universities in the
world. The place Hollywood comes to make Barbie, Spider-Man and Mission
Impossible. The land of the Lionesses and the home of Formula One. Windermere
and Loch Ness. Male Voice Choirs and Hogmanay. County shows and school fairs.
Fish and chips. Village greens and cricket pavilions. And let me tell you –
the best rollercoasters and waterslides on the planet.

So much to celebrate about our country.

But above all, our strength lies in the British people and our shared British
values. We are a nation that believes in tolerance, decency, and respect for
both individual freedom and the rule of law. 

That is our United Kingdom.

And that is why I am so confident that, together, we can get things back on
track. Because the crises we face… These are not the failings of the British
people. These are the failings of governments – Labour, Conservative and SNP.
And we know that there are no failings of British governments that cannot be
put right by the talents of the British people – as long as they have the
power and the freedom to make it happen – and the powerful vested interests
are held to account.

And friends, if we are to win this fight for British values – we need to show



that the change Liberal Democrats want is the change the British people
want. That starts with the economy. We must show – we can show – that only
Liberal Democrat change will fire up our economy again. We have to get our
economy growing strongly – for so many reasons. To end the cost-of-living
crisis and boost people’s living standards. To create good jobs and real
opportunities for people in every part of the United Kingdom. To generate the
revenues we need for the National Health Service and our other public
services – and raise the money we need for our national defence too.

But another benefit of strengthening the British economy is that it would
strengthen our hand in dealing with Trump. And here again, only we Liberal
Democrats have set out plans for the economy that are both transformational
and achievable. Plans to rebuild our relationship with Europe, tearing down
the Conservatives’ trade barriers with a new Customs Union – boosting trade
and putting us back on the path to the Single Market.

Conference – there is no serious strategy for restoring economic growth that
doesn’t involve rebuilding Britain’s relationship with Europe. And beyond
Europe, we have set out plans to form a new economic Coalition of the Willing
to stand up to Trump’s tariffs – not only with our European neighbours, but
Commonwealth allies like Canada and other like-minded nations across the
globe. To take control of our own economic destiny, instead of waiting
anxiously for the next rambling Trump press conference. And then there’s our
plan to cut energy bills in half by 2035 – making sure everyone feels the
benefits of the cheapest forms of electricity: wind and sun. Helping
families, pensioners and businesses with energy bills out of control due to
gas prices and failed Tory energy policies. 

Big, bold Liberal Democrat ideas to cut the cost of living and grow our
economy. To build a country with opportunity for all. The kind of country we
want to be. And there’s something else. 

Something that crystallised for me in something Emily said during the
election campaign last year, when we were talking about the future we hoped
for our son John. Emily said: “What you’ve got to have is a caring community,
a caring society. That’s our best hope for the future.” A caring society. A
caring country. That’s the kind of country we want to be. A country that
properly values care – and properly values carers too. 

This is personal for me, as you know. But it’s something our party has always
fought for.

Last month, our Liberal Democrat family mourned the loss of the wonderful
Annette Brooke here in Dorset.

And it’s been striking to hear the word so many people most associate with
Annette: “caring”. In Parliament, Annette campaigned on behalf of blind
children and young carers. And after Parliament, she set up a support group
and put on tea dances for people with dementia and their carers. We miss
Annette deeply. She understood the value of care, and so do we all.

That’s why we have been standing up for family carers – including those hit



by the appalling Carer’s Allowance scandal. Tens of thousands of carers,
hounded by the DWP and even threatened with prosecution. All because the
system simply isn’t fit for purpose. So we took their fight to Parliament. I
raised it directly with the Prime Minister. We forced a vote on it. And, with
the Guardian newspaper, we secured an independent review.

But it’s not over. When that review concludes – and I hope it’s soon – that
will be the moment for the Government to finally overhaul the way we support
family carers. Not just to make some tweaks and tinker around the edges. But
put in place a system that actually reflects the reality of life as a carer.
A system that makes it easier to juggle work with caring responsibilities.

This is the moment for real change for carers. To build a more caring
country. And we will press ministers to seize it.

And Conference, we want to be a caring country that honours the ideals of the
NHS. Not just in words, not just in theory, but in practice. High-quality
healthcare, free at the point of use and – crucially – accessible to
everyone, wherever and whenever they need it. Whether that’s the mum, trying
to find an NHS dentist for her daughter. The pensioner, trying to get an
appointment to see his GP. The teenager, dialling 999 because dad’s had a
heart attack. Or the family whose world has just been turned upside down by a
cancer diagnosis.

A caring country.

When we were here in Bournemouth two years ago, I told you about a man called
Ian. An engineer. From Nottingham, like me. Who lost both his parents to
cancer when he was young. Like me. Ian had been diagnosed with bowel cancer.
A small stage-one tumor. Operable. But he was kept waiting four months before
starting any treatment. His cancer progressed to stage four and spread to his
liver. Inoperable. I said then that we owed Ian better than that. I said we
would make cancer a top priority. And when we launched our manifesto last
year, I got a lovely message from Ian. He told me how pleased he was that we
had included a cast-iron guarantee for every cancer patient to start urgent
treatment within two months. “Please keep pushing this”, he wrote. And we
have. 

In March, I got another message – this time from Ian’s best friend. To say
Ian had sadly passed away.

Ian will never get to see the Ten-Year Cancer Plan that patients were
promised more than three and a half years ago. But I hope it will come very
soon – and be as ambitious as today’s cancer patients, and the patients of
tomorrow, need it to be. Ian will never get to see whether our 62-day cancer
guarantee gets written into law. But he asked me to keep pushing for it, and
I promise you Ian – we will.

But I’m afraid the biggest threat to the fight against cancer isn’t our
government’s timidity or delay – disappointing though that is. No. It’s
what’s happening on the other side of the Atlantic. Because the United States
is by far the world’s biggest funder of cancer research – mostly through its



National Cancer Institute. But since Donald Trump returned to the White
House, he has cancelled hundreds of grants for cancer research projects. He’s
slashing billions of dollars from the National Cancer Institute’s budget.
He’s even ordered a review of all grants for research involving supposedly
“woke” keywords – including the word “women”. 

And last month, Trump’s Health Secretary – Robert Kennedy Jr – cancelled half
a billion dollars’ worth of research into mRNA vaccines.He did it based on
totally false conspiracy theories about these life-saving vaccines. The same
type of vaccines that protected us from Covid just a few years ago.

Not only do we need these new vaccines in case of a future pandemic, but they
have incredible potential for treating cancer too. They can be tailored to
each person’s particular cancer, allowing the body to attack cancer cells and
stop them from spreading. It is hard to express the cruelty and stupidity of
cutting off research into medicine that has the power to save so many lives.
A decision – by the way – that was enthusiastically applauded by Farage’s
party at their conference.

Trump’s America. Don’t let it become Farage’s Britain.

And Conference, I don’t think we should let the Trump Administration hold
back progress on tackling cancer like this. The UK should step up and say: if
Trump won’t back this research, we will. We’ll boost funding for cancer
research in the UK. We’ll rebuild a National Cancer Research Institute after
it was closed under the Conservatives, to coordinate research and drive it
forward. We’ll pass a Cancer Survival Research Act to ensure funding for
research into the deadliest cancers. We’ll invest in mRNA vaccines and
explore their potential for treating cancer to the full. And to the cancer
scientists in the US who have had their research stopped by Trump, let’s say:
come here, and finish it in the UK. We’ll set up a dedicated fellowship
scheme for you, and we won’t let extortionate Home Office fees stand in your
way.

The United Kingdom, stepping into the vacuum left by Trump’s anti-science
agenda. Especially after the dangerous nonsense he’s peddling today, about
paracetamol for pregnant women.

The United Kingdom, leading the world in the fight against cancer. And giving
patients real hope, with the treatment they need.

Britain, delivering on the promise of the NHS. A caring country. A healthy
country. A great country. That is the kind of country we want to be.

So despite all the challenges, I have no doubt that together we can build a
better future for our country – guided by our British values and our liberal
principles. But if we are to change our great country for the better, we have
to help change our world for the better too. Too many of the threats the UK
faces are international ones. From Putin’s Russia to climate change, from
international crime gangs to foreign conflicts that cause chaos around the
world and wash up on our shores. So the UK must stand tall on the world
stage. Stand together with our allies. Stand as a force for good.



As we have done proudly in solidarity with Ukraine, as they resist Putin’s
brutal war machine. No matter what Donald Trump does next, the United
Kingdom’s support for Ukraine must never waver. We must continue to defend
our Ukrainian friends, defend our continent, and defend the fundamental
values of democracy, liberty, human rights and the rule of law. All of which
Putin is seeking to destroy. 

Democracy, liberty, human rights and the rule of law. Our United Kingdom is
at its best when it proudly champions these fundamental values. And that
means taking action when they are being trampled over. As they are,
undeniably, right now in Gaza.

Friends, I travelled to Israel and Palestine last year. I saw the devastation
in a kibbutz raided by Hamas on October the seventh. I joined mourners at the
site of the Nova music festival, grieving the loved ones brutally slain by
terrorists. I spoke with the families of hostages who are still held captive,
almost two years later. I completely share their condemnation of genocidal
Hamas. I completely share their determination – their desperation – to get
the hostages home. And I condemn – I utterly condemn – antisemitism in all
its forms. Including here on our streets in the United Kingdom.

And let us also be clear: Nothing – nothing – can justify what the Netanyahu
government is doing to innocent men, women and children in Gaza. We have all
seen it. The baby boy – starving and skeletal – held tight in his mother’s
arms. The crowds of desperate people, rushing to get food. The bodies of
children, killed as they queued for water. Children. A famine unfolding
before our eyes. Conference, the actions of the Netanyahu government go well
beyond self-defence. They are clear breaches of international law.

I think Omer Bartov – an Israeli historian and former IDF soldier – puts it
simply but clearly: What Netanyahu’s government is trying to do is – quote –
“to make Gaza uninhabitable for its population.”

Now, there is a case on this before the International Court of Justice. And
it is right that we as a party support that process and respect the role of
the international courts in upholding and enforcing the Genocide Convention.
But the court is unlikely to be able to give its judgment for another two
years or more. And I cannot shake the words of two leading Israeli
organisations – B’Tselem and Physicians for Human Rights-Israel. They said
powerfully and plainly: “in these dark times it is especially important to
call things by their name”.

Conference – they are right.

Respecting the role of the ICJ should not stop us from speaking the truth
today. We must call it by its name, and we must condemn it unequivocally.

What is unfolding in Gaza is a genocide. And the United Kingdom must do all
it can to make Netanyahu stop.

And when I criticise Prime Minister Netanyahu, I do it as a friend of Israel.
Knowing that his Government’s actions do not represent the Israeli people. I



stand shoulder-to-shoulder with the Israeli parents of hostages still held
captive by Hamas. And who desperately want their government to change course.
Like Itzik Horn, who I met when I was in Israel. And who last week called on
Netanyahu to sit down with him and explain why his son Eitan is still rotting
in a tunnel. Conference, I want to get Eitan home to his dad. I want to get
all the hostages home.

This has to stop.

I am proud that the United Kingdom has finally recognised the independent
state of Palestine. Something we have rightly led the charge on for almost a
decade. But this is not the end. It must be the beginning. The moment that
the UK finally steps up, and does everything we can to end this appalling
cycle of bloodshed. To get the hostages home. To end the aid blockade. To
build a viable Palestinian state, without Hamas. To secure a two-state
solution. The lasting peace that both Israelis and Palestinians deserve.

Just imagine… The United Kingdom, leading again on the world stage. Standing
up for our values, in the Middle East, in Europe and across the world. And
here at home.

Our United Kingdom. Not Trump’s America. Not Farage’s Britain.

A country where everyone’s rights are protected and respected.

Our United Kingdom. Not Trump’s America. Not Farage’s Britain.

A country where we take care seriously, and fix our NHS.

A country that tackles climate change and protects our natural environment.

A country with a thriving, dynamic economy – that rewards aspiration and
gives everyone the chance to succeed.

Our United Kingdom. Not Trump’s America. Not Farage’s Britain.

A country where everyone has real power to make decisions about their own
lives – and where the powerful are held properly to account.

That’s our United Kingdom.

That’s the country we want to be.

That is the change we want to make.

So Conference, this is not a time for caution or complacency. After the chaos
and destruction of the Conservatives – amid the mistakes and disappointment
of Labour – the failures and division of the SNP – and up against the dangers
and lies of Reform – we are in a battle for the very future of our country.

And it’s not a battle we can afford to lose.

So if you believe in a Britain that stands proud for its values – at home and
abroad. If you believe in a Britain of growth and opportunity. Fairness and



prosperity. If you believe in a Britain that cares.

Join us.

If you are fed up with the two old parties letting you down. If you are
scared of the rise of racism and extremism. If you believe in decency,
tolerance and the rule of law.

Join us.

Because we believe in the British people. We love our country. And together,
we can change it for good.

Thank you.
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