Good luck to all our candidates and
agents

Thank you

With nominations now closed for the May elections, many thanks to everyone
who has put in so much work to getting candidates approved, selected and
safely nominated. From a first look at the numbers, we’ve seen a good
increase in our candidate totals in Scotland and Wales, with the numbers
broadly the same in England compared with last time.

I'm sure there will be lessons we can learn and share more widely from those
areas that have had the most success increasing their candidate numbers, but
that can wait until after the elections. For the moment, thank you — and best
of luck to all the candidates nominated, their agents and their campaign
managers.

Our plans for a fair deal

One of the oddities of how the media covers local elections is that ‘campaign
launches’ for the national media usually take place weeks (if not months and
years!) after our campaigning has actually started.

Which is why the start of April saw a big round of national media coverage
for a Liberal Democrat local election campaign launch in England. Our
national media push is deliberately focusing on the issues our research shows
work best for setting the mood music against which local campaigns can do
their magic at the grassroots. Which means a particular emphasis on the
dumping of sewage in our rivers, ways to improve our ambulance service and
help with the cost of living crisis.

The theme which runs through them all is the idea of a fair deal. Life’s been
tough for lots of people over the past few years. And it’s still tough. But
with their trademark decency and strength, the British people are rising to
the challenge. Raising families. Caring for others. And playing by the rules.
Now more than ever, it’s time for a fair deal.

Detailed supporting materials are available in the Campaign Hub to apply our
national messages to individual areas.
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Boris Johnson must go

We now have a criminal Prime Minister.

Boris Johnson and Rishi Sunak have both been fined for breaking Covid laws.
Laws they wrote, and you followed.

While we made countless sacrifices to protect each other, they were partying
in Downing Street. They think they’re above the law.

Neither of them are fit to hold office. If Boris Johnson won’t resign,
Conservative MPs must sack the Prime Minister.
“Surely even Conservative MPs now can recognise that the prime

minister and chancellor must go”

Lib Dem leader Sir Ed Davey says “this is a very serious moment for
our country”https://t.co/zcFiH]JprSK pic.twitter.com/r2iA5PLXBf

— BBC Politics (@BBCPolitics) April 12, 2022

There’s no blustering his way out of this one; Boris Johnson has broken the
law and lied to Parliament and the country, and he must now go.

It is a kick in the teeth for everyone who has sacrificed so much during the
pandemic, from those who weren’t able to visit loved ones in hospital, to
nurses left wearing binbags as PPE.

The country cannot have criminals and liars leading our Government,
especially at a time of national and international crisis.

MPs must have the chance to hold the PM and Chancellor to account — which is
why we’re calling for Parliament to be recalled immediately for a vote of no
confidence. And the Conservative Party must do their patriotic duty and kick
these criminals out of Government, once and for all.
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Vote Liberal Democrat for a Fair Deal

Life's been tough for lots of people over the past few years. And it’'s still
tough. But with their trademark decency and strength, the British people are
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rising to the challenge. Raising families. Caring for others. And playing by
the rules.

Now more than ever, it’s time for a fair deal.
Yet with the rising cost of living, this Conservative Government is letting

you down badly and taking you for granted.

Liberal Democrats work hard for our communities, we hear your
concerns, and never take you for granted.

Soaring energy bills are overwhelming millions of families and pensioners.
But the Conservatives either don’t care or don’t get it.. and do nothing to
help.

Instead they’'re raising unfair taxes again and again. They’ve plunged our NHS
into crisis, making cancer patients wait and leaving loved ones desperate for
that urgent ambulance.

And Conservative MPs have voted time after time to let water companies keep
on pumping their filthy sewage straight into our rivers. While water
companies rake in billions of pounds in profits.

A1l that must change.

That's why people are turning to the Liberal Democrats more and more. Because
they know we work hard for our communities, we hear your concerns, and never
take you for granted.

It’'s why so many people supported us in last year’s by-elections in Chesham
and Amersham, and North Shropshire. 1It’s why so many tell us they are
supporting us in the elections in May.

Voting Liberal Democrat sends a message that enough is enough!
Every vote for the Liberal Democrats counts. Every vote for the Liberal
Democrats sends a message to the Conservatives:

They can’t keep hitting families with soaring energy bills.
They can’t keep failing our NHS.

They can’t keep pumping sewage into our rivers.

They can’t keep taking the British people for granted.

Voting Liberal Democrat sends a message that enough is enough!

A vote for the Liberal Democrats next month is also a vote to elect a strong
local champion, someone who will fight for a fair deal for you and your



community.

A fair deal, with an emergency tax cut to save struggling families and
pensioners £600. With a new Ambulance Fund so that if you have to call 999
you know they will be there. And £15 billion to help our children catch up on
the learning they’ve lost to Covid, including funds for parents to spend on
whatever your children need most. A fair deal where we tax water companies to
clean up their mess, rather than letting them get away with dumping sewage
into our rivers.

Everyone has a right to enjoy the beauty of nature, with wonderful clean
rivers and open green spaces.

That is the fair deal the Liberal Democrats are fighting for. That is the

fair deal the British people deserve.
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Federal Policy Committee March report
2022

Our focus this year has been squarely on understanding the party’s overall
political direction, our target voters, and the role our policies can play in
helping us to persuade people and win votes. This was the main focus of our
in-person awayday at LDHQ at the end of February, and has underlain all our
other discussions, with the aim of informing both our current policy
development work, and its direction for the future.

We already have quite a large programme of policy development to try and
achieve this, under way. Working groups developing policies for a fairer
society (including UBI), and a more caring society (with a particular focus
on social care) are under way, as are ones looking at planning & homes, early
years and the natural environment. These all held consultation sessions at
spring conference (see their consultation papers here, and please do respond!
Useful responses can be anything from a sentence or two on your top
priorities, to a full set of answers to every question in the papers).
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Reviewing our Westminster candidate
selection processes

Tim Farron and I are currently conducting a review into the Party’s candidate
selection processes.

The review has been commissioned by the The Federal Communications and
Elections Committee (FCEC), following conversations with the State Parties.
Candidate approval and selection is a State Party function within our
governance.

Working with and supporting the State Parties in their own work, the review
will investigate, assess and report on:

e Westminster Prospective Parliamentary Candidate (PPC) selections that
have taken place during this Parliament.

e The current strengths of, and areas of improvement for, the Party’s
candidate selection processes in each State.

e How to implement suggested improvements.

Following an initial consultation session with members at Spring Conference,
and a first phase of key stakeholder interviews, we are inviting all members
to have their say.

Click here to tell us what you think.

Practical suggestions, made in the context of our available resources, are
particularly welcome. We also encourage you, ahead of responding, to reflect
on a few of the questions members such as you have highlighted so far.

e What is working well?

e What is not working well or could work better?

What do our processes mean for diversity and inclusion?

Do we test for the right things?

Do we do our due diligence properly?

How do we balance the needs and rights of Local Parties, Federal
Campaigns and Candidates?

The deadline for submissions is the end of April 28th.
We aim to report our initial findings to FCEC in May, with a view to bringing

proposals for reform to Autumn Conference.
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