Nick Clegg: There has been a pact of
silence on Brexit between Theresa May
and Jeremy Corbyn

He stressed it is still possible to stop a self-destructive Brexit that would
damage Britain’s economy and security, and that the country needs Liberal
Democrat MPs who will fight to stay in the single market and give people the
chance to vote on the final deal.

He said in the speech:
On May and Corbyn colluding over Brexit

“There has been a pact of silence on Brexit between Theresa May and Jeremy
Corbyn. It is one of the most cynical acts of political collusion between the
two larger parties in a generation

“Strip away the contrast in tone and the differences in language and a
striking reality emerges: both the Conservative and Labour positions on
Brexit are now more or less identical.

“Pull Britain out of the Customs Union and the Single Market. Abruptly bring
an end to freedom of movement. Deny the people any chance to decide on the
final deal. They are in total agreement.”

On the Brexit squeeze

“With average earnings growth failing to keep up with prices, consumers are
already beginning to feel the Brexit squeeze.

“Price rises have hit energy bills, petrol, and clothes. It’s enough to make
anyone need a fortifying glass of wine — but last week it was reported that
the average price of a bottle of wine has hit its highest price ever.

On the risk of no deal

“No deal would, according to the Treasury, mean a loss of £45bn a year. To
put this in perspective, £45bn is more money than the entire schools budget
for England. To plug a gap like that in the public finances you would either
need to raise the basic rate of income tax by 10 pence in the pound, or to
make cuts to public services and the salaries of those who work for them on
an unimaginable scale.

“This is what Theresa May means when she casually threatens to walk away from
the negotiating table. No deal isn’t a cuddly alternative to a poor deal.
It’s far worse. It’'s a disaster for Britain.”

On the cost of leaving single market


http://www.libdems.org.uk/nick_clegg_there_has_been_a_pact_of_silence_on_brexit_between_theresa_may_and_jeremy_corbyn
http://www.libdems.org.uk/nick_clegg_there_has_been_a_pact_of_silence_on_brexit_between_theresa_may_and_jeremy_corbyn
http://www.libdems.org.uk/nick_clegg_there_has_been_a_pact_of_silence_on_brexit_between_theresa_may_and_jeremy_corbyn

“The Treasury figures are an indictment of the central objective of Theresa
May’s negotiating strategy — to walk away from Margaret Thatcher’s Single
Market.

“This decision alone carries a long-term price tag of £16bn a year. For that
money, you could give every hospital in the UK a £12m cash injection, or
provide the average school with an extra half a million pounds.”

On Theresa May

“Negotiating Brexit is going be a tightrope act. It requires subtlety,
creativity and the ability to win friends. Above all, it requires sure-
footedness to keep on top of dozens of simultaneous interlocking
negotiations.

“Instead, we are being asked to elect a leader who is unsteady in the
limelight, incapable of straight talking, and prone to chaotic u-turns.”

On security

“How will Britain be kept safe after Brexit? Theresa May has vowed to pull
Britain out of the jurisdiction of the European Court of Justice, a decision
which means we would no longer have access to vital EU-wide databases of
criminal activity.

“Just last year, a not-so-distant era when Theresa May made perfectly
rational arguments against leaving Europe, she warned that being in the UK
makes us “more secure from crime and terrorism”.

“So where are the contingency plans when our police forces find themselves
unable to check the databases of 28 EU countries at the touch of a button? If
only she would deign to tell us then maybe we could judge.”

Changing course on Brexit

“While Britain may stand on the brink of a self-destructive Brexit, we can
stop it happening. There is a way to change course.

“What this country needs are MPs who are prepared to hold this government to
account, fight every step of the way to keep Britain in the Single Market and
at the end of the process, offer you a chance to vote on the final deal.

“I have no intention of giving up, and neither do the Liberal Democrats.
Because only the Liberal Democrats will provide the opposition to Theresa May
and Jeremy Corbyn that this country so desperately needs.”

You can read Nick’'s full speech here
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Lib L £17bn_ fund 5
schools and hospitals

Headteachers today are forced to use money that should be dedicated for
books, teachers and equipment to fix leaking roofs and crumbling buildings.
The new infrastructure fund would give an extra £7bn for schools in England,
enough to repair every school to allow them to focus spending on education
rather than maintenance.

Another £10bn would be allocated to hospitals over the lifetime of the next
parliament, helping address a £5bn delayed backlog in delayed repairs to NHS
buildings and infrastructure. This investment would help transform the NHS —
repairing run-down hospitals, bringing them up to date with modern technology
and building new infrastructure to reduce overcrowding. It would contrast
with the £350m for the Conservatives committed to repairs in the NHS in
2015-2016.

THE LIBERAL DEMOCRATS WILL INVEST:

6 billion for schools =L billion for hospitals

The infrastructure fund would be in addition to the extra £7bn the Liberal
Democrats have committed to invest in schools over the next parliament; and
the £6bn more a year the party would invest in NHS and social care.

Liberal Democrat Shadow Education Secretary Sarah Olney said: “Under Theresa
May’s Conservatives, our children are being taught in crumbling schools and
our sick and elderly are being cared for in overcrowded hospitals.

“It doesn’'t have to be like this. We will invest an additional £7bn in our
schools, enough to repair every school in the country.

“This will allow school budgets to be spent on books, teachers and equipment
instead of being diverted to fix leaking roofs.
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“This week, you can elect Liberal Democrat MPs who will stand up for you on
the NHS, schools and Brexit.”

Liberal Democrat Shadow Health Secretary Norman Lamb said: “We have seen with
the recent cyber-attack how inadequate the existing infrastructure is for
many hospitals.

“Under the Conservatives, money that is intended for capital investment is
being diverted to plug holes in day-to-day spending. This cannot be allowed
to go on.

“We will invest an additional £10bn of capital spending in the NHS to fix our
run-down hospitals, reduce overcrowding and build a modernise our health
service.

“This is on top of the £6bn a year for the NHS and care we would raise by
putting a penny on income tax.”

Paddy Ashdown launches Theresa May
“flip flop” poster

Launching the poster across social networks, Paddy Ashdown said:

“In her brief tenure as Prime Minister, and particularly during the car crash
of a general election campaign, Theresa May has been shown to be one of the
least consistent and weakest of modern day Prime Ministers. She has flip
flopped on Europe having campaigned to remain and now pushing for an extreme
Brexit, as she has on raising National Insurance for the self-employed and
most recently on whether to have a cap in her disastrous manifesto commitment
on the Dementia Tax. As we approach this monumentally important election,
there has never been a greater need for Liberal Democrats in parliament.’

Liberal Democrats launch Young
People’s Manifesto

Join the real voice of opposition to this Conservative Brexit Government
today — join the Liberal Democrats:
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Theresa May’s failed record on
policing and tackling foreign funding
of extremism

Theresa May says “enough is enough” — but she forced through the cuts that
lost us thousands of armed police and community officers.

As Home Secretary, she even accused the police of crying wolf over the impact
of her cuts — and their fears that the public were being put in danger.

The truth is the Conservatives have failed to properly fund our police.
Between 2010 and 2016 19% of Authorised Firearms Officers were cut — that'’s
more than 1300 officers.

The Liberal Democrats would provide our police with £300m extra funding a
year. We’'re choosing to fund the police properly, while the Conservatives
prioritise a corporation tax cut.

Since the London attacks, Theresa May has accused technology companies of
providing a safe space for terrorist ideology online — but by posturing
instead of working with companies like Facebook, Twitter and WhatsApp, she’s
failing to keep us safe.

Tim Farron says we must protect our freedoms — instead of restricting the
internet like China or North Korea:

“If we turn the internet into a tool for censorship and surveillance, the
terrorists will have won. We won’t make ourselves safer by making ourselves
less free. Instead of mass surveillance, the Liberal Democrats will invest in
police and local intelligence-gathering that helps keep communities safe.”

Astonishingly, instead of levelling with the British public about foreign
funding for extremists, the Conservatives are still choosing to protect their
allies in Saudi Arabia.

The Liberal Democrats demanded a report into foreign funding of extremism in
Britain in 2015 — a demand David Cameron agreed to when he was Prime
Minister.

We have repeated our call for the report to be made public, but today
Conservative Minister Karen Bradley refused to say whether it would be
published, saying it was more important to “work with our friends and allies”
in the Middle East.

We believe the British people deserve to know the truth behind the funding of
extremism in our country, so we can confront this issue head on.
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Tim Farron says the Conservatives are making the wrong choices in the fight
to protect our lives and freedoms against those who threaten us:

“In the choices we make, we should provide the resources necessary for those
who keep us safe to do their jobs with the powers they have been given. We
need to guard the hard-won liberties that define us as a country. If we make
the wrong choices, those who seek to change our way of life have won.”

Vote Lib Dem on 8th June.



