Supporter Scheme Explainer: The Votes

On Saturday afternoon, conference will be voting on a package of reforms
first announced by Vince Cable back in September. These reforms propose
creating an official supporters’ scheme to the party — and giving these new
supporters new rights. This motion has a complex collection of votes attached
to it — and here to marshal us through them is frequent conference goer and
constitutional nerd, Will Dyer.
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The next chapter

This has been a dramatic week in Parliament with Theresa May'’'s Brexit
proposals heavily defeated, and a very clear statement that a ‘no deal’
Brexit must be avoided. It is now clear that Brexit will be postponed, and
very possibly stopped.

The future is very uncertain but despite Labour’s continued prevarication,
there is still a real chance of securing a People’s Vote and, indeed, of
stopping Brexit.
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Corbyn’s Cowardly Brexit Betrayal

I am fuming.

After Parliament has made clear that they are incapable of agreeing on
Brexit, the Labour leadership whipped their MPs to abstain on giving the
people the final say.
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Brexit latest
This has been a big week for Brexit. But, then, every week is big.

With 14 days to go before Brexit Day, the Prime Minister’s Withdrawal
Agreement was massively defeated for a second time on this occasion by 149
votes rather than 230. I don’t think even the Prime Minister saw that as
progress.

Defeats on this scale are without parallel in centuries, let alone decades,
of Parliamentary life.

I don’t think even the Prime Minister saw this week as progress

But Theresa May goes on regardless determined to ‘deliver Brexit’, come what
may. On Tuesday she could barely speak as her body language signalled defeat
but she won’t offer any way forward. The ‘No Deal’ option has however now
been firmly rejected by Parliament. The government must now initiate
legislation to stop it. If it does, there will be further moves for
Parliament to take control of the Commons timetable, with unprecedented
powers to initiate legislation in what would otherwise be government time.

Now the Commons will consider a motion to request an extension of Article 50
and to delay Brexit. That will amount to a crisis postponed unless the
Government the concedes the case for a People’s Vote — the only way either to
resuscitate the deal or to stop Brexit.

Speaking in Tuesday’s debate, and listening, I was struck by the total
intellectual exhaustion of Parliament: no new ideas, endless repetition of
the same propaganda points; minimal give and take.

There are economic consequences to Brexit uncertainty.

On Wednesday there was a Spring Budget statement from the Chancellor. The
content was zero. All down to Brexit. But the Chancellor claimed Britain
would see an upsurge in business investment if the government deal passed.

Over 20 business leaders — listed here — signed a joint statement with me,
making clear they don’t agree. They can see all too closely that even if the
friendless Withdrawal Agreement were agreed, there would be yet more
wrangling and confrontation with our nearest and most substantial trading
partners, over the next two years.

The business leaders come from a range of backgrounds. They are:
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. Charlotta Campanale — Impact Investment Consultants
. Adam Knight — Social and Sustainable Capital
Tony Harris — Angel Investor

. Richard Duncalf — Hervia

Prof Michael Luger

. Richard Pym CBE — Chair Allied Irish Banks
Sarah Ryan — Tech entrepreneur

. Martin Rimmer — Business Investor and entrepreneur
9. Mark Petterson — Warwick Energy

10. Chris Bones — Good Growth

11. Stephen Dawson — Personal capacity only

12. Patrick Foster — Entrepreneur

13. Richard Steer, Chairman Gleeds

14. Philip Maskell, Director Stoneofoy

15. Leslie Hurst, Chair Oxford Medical Simulation
16. Timothy Cowen, Partner Preiskel and Co

17. Tilly McAuliffe, Owner, Think Publishing

18. Wyn Evans, MD Forty Shillings

19. Simon Curtis, Maritime Lawyer

20. Andrew Dixon, Arc Intercapital

21. Kenton Ward — Ceo, Live IT
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In other news

Last week, I had a really uplifting experience, visiting the National
Physical Laboratory (NPL) in Teddington in my constituency, first to speak at
their annual awards dinner and, the next day, to meet a group of young
apprentices.

The NPL is a world class methodology laboratory (the science of measurement).
It has hundreds of scientists doing pioneering work and is expanding strongly
(I like to think I helped as Secretary of State). There is however a lot of
worry about Brexit: loss of research funding; difficulties of retaining and
recruiting EU staff; a breakdown of collaborative networks.

But the apprentices, around 30 of them, were terrific: highly motivated and
organised in a very successful scheme which allows them to progress from
school to senior scientist. They were a great advertisement for the
apprenticeship idea, for many, a vocational route is just as rewarding and
successful as the academic.

And I kicked off this week by spending half a day attached to a team of local
social workers working with children. They are part of a project, Frontline,
to attract highly qualified graduates into social work. It is currently a
very stressed profession subject to a lot of criticism.

I was allowed to participate in a couple of real cases. I often see the same
very distressed families in my advice surgeries. But it was a real revelation
to see what lies behind troubled families with vulnerable children, and how
good social work can help them their their lives around. But sadly there are
many who are simply ground down by poverty, sickness and sheer bad luck.



And finally

This week I have two great reads: Skin Deep by Liz Nugent and A Ladder to the
Sky by John Boyne: both very good Irish writers. Both are very dark
psychological dramas with leading characters who are thoroughly unpleasant.

Nugent’s book is seriously gripping as we chart the progress through life of
a woman who would once have been called a ‘caution’. Boyne’s is a more subtle
but equally bleak and compelling account of the world of fiction writers and
the ferociously, murderously, competitiveness it engenders. The same writer’s
novel, The Heart’s Invisible Furies, about a young gay man growing up 1in
unliberated Ireland is a masterpiece.

‘MONUMENTALLY GOOD’ DONAL RYAN
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The deal flops — again

Is anyone getting deja vu?
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It's like January all over again. Theresa May'’s been beaten again, her
botched Brexit deal failing by 391 votes to 242. Parliament’s verdict on the
PM’s deal is abundantly clear, and has been for months — the deal is a flop.
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