
Another disastrous Brexit deal

It seems Boris Johnson has managed to cobble together yet another disastrous
Brexit deal.

It remains to be seen if he can get the deal passed by the House of Commons,
but we already know two things for certain:

We will use every option available to give you the right to stop
Brexit

Whatever deal Johnson proposes, it’s not as good as the one we have now1.
as a member of the EU.
We will not stop fighting to stop Brexit.2.

But as we saw three times before, agreeing a deal is only the start of the
process. He still needs to get his deal through Parliament. 

And Boris Johnson hasn’t exactly got a great track record on that.

So far in his career as Prime Minister, he’s only won one vote in the Commons
and currently has a majority of -45.

We will use every option available to give you the right to stop Brexit in
its tracks.

If any Brexit deal comes to the House of Commons, we will add an
amendment for it to be put to you, in a People’s Vote. 

If any Brexit deal comes to the House of Commons, we will add an amendment
for it to be put to you, in a People’s Vote. 

And then will we campaign to remain in the EU.

This fight isn’t over. And we’ll never stop fighting to stop Brexit and keep
us in the EU.

That’s because we know that Boris Johnson’s deal is bad for our economy, bad
for our environmental standards, and bad for our workers’ rights.

Whether it’s this deal or the last one, there is no deal as good as the one
we have, as a member of the EU.
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Well, that’s embarrassing for the SNP
�

The news just broke: turns out that the SNP spent more on the recent Shetland
by-election than in the entire EU referendum campaign.

It seems that the SNP just see Brexit as a golden opportunity to
push independence at the price of our country’s well-being.

Shocker

The party spent £99,000 on the Shetland by-election (of a spending limit of
£100,000), compared to just over £90,000 in the 2016 referendum (13% of the
limit)

This is what our chief whip, Alistair Carmichael, had to say about the news. 

“The fact that the SNP spent more on the by-election in Shetland
than in the entire EU referendum campaign speaks volumes. It is
disappointing but hardly surprising, considering how much lucre
they flashed around in the Northern Isles over the summer.

“Apparently one more vote for independence in Holyrood was worth
more to the nationalists than their European values. It’s a shame
they don’t put their money where their mouth is.

“It shows the cynicism of the SNP leadership’s position on the EU.
They tell their supporters one story on Europe, but their actions
tell another. They back the EU with words, but the truth is that
they see Brexit as a golden opportunity to push independence at the
price of our country’s well-being.”
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My response to Nicola Sturgeon’s
speech at the SNP Conference

With her conference speech today Nicola Sturgeon has shown that she has given
up on all the people across the UK trying to stop Brexit.

The momentum is with us. We can win this, if we stick together.
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Our new CEO

Mike joins us from his current position as Chief Executive of Addaction, a
mental health, drug, alcohol and young persons charity, and was previously
Assistant Chief Executive at Citizens Advice and through both of which he has
extensive experience of managing member-style organisations.

I am delighted Mike will be taking on this crucial role at such an exciting
time for the Liberal Democrats. Mike’s experience in senior management and at
leading organisations will be hugely valuable to the continuing growth of the
party off the back of successive election campaigns which have put the
Liberal Democrats back in a strong position in UK politics.

Mike Dixon has said in our press release:

“I’m delighted to take on this role. We’ve just had our best ever
European election results and new members are joining all the time,
taking us to record levels of membership.

Millions of people want the country to stop Brexit and focus on
things like the climate emergency, investing in schools and
people’s mental health. I’m looking forward to getting started next
week.
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We’ve got a great team, inspirational political leadership and a
thriving, inclusive party. If you want change, join us today.”

He and our outgoing Chief Executive, Sir Nick Harvey have already started
working together to ensure a smooth handover, and Nick will be around to
support Mike over the next few weeks.

I want to take this opportunity to reiterate my personal thanks to Sir Nick
for all he has done for the party as Chief Executive over the last two years,
picking us up after the difficult 2017 election.

He ensured the party was ready for the brilliant successes we have had in the
local government elections and in the European Elections this year, as well
as getting us ready for a possible snap General Election.
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