
What Boris Johnson would do to Britain

There are just days to go until the UK goes to the polls in the 2019 general
election. Now, more than ever, it’s crucial that we stop Boris Johnson in his
pursuit of a hard Brexit and a far-right Conservative government.

If you weren’t already convinced, here are just a few things Johnson would do
to Britain if he manages to stay in No. 10 and why we must stop him. 

1. Crash us out of the EU

We know that any form of Brexit would be damaging to our country, and so does
Boris Johnson. But because he only cares about himself, he’s continuing to
push for a hard Brexit at any cost. 

In fact, it’s been confirmed that the Conservatives would not extend the EU
transition period beyond 2020, meaning that a catastrophic No Deal Brexit is
still on the table and could happen in just over a year’s time. 

The Liberal Democrats are clear: we want to stop Brexit, stay in the EU and
invest the £50 billion Remain Bonus in public services and tackling
inequality.

2. Risk a border across the Irish Sea 

Despite saying that no Conservative Prime Minister would ever put
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a border down the Irish Sea, Boris has (unsurprisingly) gone back on his
word. 

By even considering this border, he is compromising the Good Friday Agreement
and risking our country’s security – all for his bad Brexit deal. 

3. Increase child poverty

In a report released by the Resolution Foundation, an independent think-
tank, it was revealed that child poverty risks reaching a record high under
Johnson’s Conservative plans – rising from 29.6% in 2017-18 to 34.4% in
2023-4. It’s a damning indictment of the Tories’ heartless welfare policy.

Meanwhile, Liberal Democrats policies would mean 600,000 fewer children in
poverty by 2023-24, making it the most progressive of the three main parties.

In stark contrast to the Boris Johnson’s plans, Lib Dem policies
would mean 600,000 fewer children in povery by 2023-2024.

We would scrap the cruel two-child limit, benefit cap and bedroom tax, and
invest in free school meals and childcare for millions of families.

4. Damage our NHS

If Boris Johnson wins a majority, he’ll be desperate for a trade deal with
Donald Trump, and Trump has repeatedly made clear in the past that
everything, including the NHS, will be on the table in future negotiations.

We need to protect our NHS, and that starts with stopping Brexit and
protecting free movement for the thousands of people who come to work in our
services from across the EU.

But instead of battling this staffing crisis, Boris Johnson wants to make it
worse. His Nurse Tax will seriously affect the NHS’s ability to recruit the
nurses from the EU that we desperately need to address current shortfalls.

Liberal Democrats would stop Brexit and save free movement for the 65,000 EU
citizens working in our health service.
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5. Ruin our economy with Brexit

The Conservatives’ spending plans have been blasted as not credible by the
Institute for Financial Studies, and it’s clear that no party’s economic plan
is even remotely plausible while it includes pursuing Brexit. 

By failing to come clean with the electorate and ignoring the Brexit black
hole his policies would leave in the public finances, Boris Johnson is once
again misleading the country on the damage that Brexit could do. 

Liberal Democrats will work to build fairer economy by stopping Brexit and
providing free childcare from 9 months and giving every adult £10,000 to
spend on skills & training throughout their lives.

6. Stop the UK from leading on climate action 

The UK should be leading the world on tackling the climate crisis. Our planet
is on the brink of being irreparably damaged and we are responsible for that
damage.

Young people have taken to the streets because they’re so worried that the
Conservatives are failing to act, yet with Boris skipping the recent Channel
4 climate debate, it’s clear that he doesn’t take the topic seriously. 

Only the Liberal Democrats can build a brighter future for our planet, with
our bold plans to achieve net-zero by 2045, generate 80% of our electricity
from renewables by 2030, insulate every home, plant 60 million trees a year
and more. 
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7. Ignore the needs of working families 

Parents struggle to find childcare to look after their kids until they get
home from work, both in term-time and in the school holidays. But Boris
Johnson’s childcare offer through the Conservative manifesto is an insult to
these families.

Boris Johnson’s additional childcare provisions work out to just £1
a week for every primary school child in England.

Despite promising £250 million a year on expanding childcare provisions for
primary school children after school and in the school holidays, this works
out to just £1 a week for every primary school child in England. This is
equivalent to just 16 minutes additional childcare a week.

Liberal Democrats have a plan to build a brighter future for every child. We
will give parents 35 hours a week of high-quality free childcare from the day
they go back to work to the day their child starts school, including the
school holidays.

We will also give every child the best start in life by recruiting 20,000
more teachers as part of an extra £10 billion a year for schools.

Britain deserves a brighter future than the one on offer by Boris Johnson. We
can take seats off the Tories up and down the country. So on 12 December,
vote Liberal Democrat to stop Boris and stop Brexit.  
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Jo’s Message for International Day of
Persons with Disabilities

As a Party we are clear: people with disabilities must have the
opportunity to fully participate in every aspect of society

3rd December is the International Day of Persons with Disabilities. A day set
aside to promote the rights and well-being of people with disabilities.

Let us use today to increase our understanding of disabilities which can be
physical, mental, sensory or cognitive.
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The 12 Lies Of Brexit

Welcome to the ‘Twelve Lies of Brexit’, where we will be unwrapping the
biggest porkies told by senior Leave politicians.
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World AIDS Day – 1st December

Today we stand together as a global community to mark World AIDS Day.

AIDS is a global health challenge and there are currently more than 100,000
people living with HIV in the UK. 
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As a nation, we have made great strides in minimising the physical,
psychological and societal impact of HIV. And thanks to the hard work of
researchers, our understanding of HIV has grown significantly.

However, the shame, stigma, and isolation associated with HIV and AIDS has
not gone away. No one should ever feel alone because of their HIV status, yet
1 in 5 people living with HIV in the UK say they feel this way.

We must be clear; there is no shame in an HIV diagnosis. There is no shame in
getting tested. And there is no reason why HIV should stop you from living a
full and happy life.

This year, the government committed to ending new HIV transmissions in
England by 2030 yet support for people living with HIV has been eroded. Many
people report feeling isolated and unable to find the help they need. And we
are yet to secure universal access to HIV prevention medication such as PrEP.
This not good enough.

This year’s theme, “Rock the Ribbon Together” is our collective opportunity
to show our support for those living with HIV and AIDS and I’ll be wearing my
ribbon with great pride.

I’d like to end by thanking the many researchers, activists, and doctors
working to improve the lives of those living with HIV and AIDS. Let us all
work together to end HIV transmissions for good.
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Brexit Means Criminals Evade Justice

New analysis has revealed how much UK police rely on vital EU crime-fighting
measures.
Yet Boris Johnson’s reckless Brexit plans threaten to cut the UK off.

Over the past five years, UK police forces and prosecutors have used the
European Arrest Warrant (EAW) to arrest over 6,600 criminal fugitives.

This includes:

140 for murder or manslaughter
136 for child sex offences
152 for rape
12 for terrorism

The research also shows that UK police accessed a crucial EU-wide crime
database 603 million times in 2018. This database gives real-time access to
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records on wanted criminals, missing persons and lost or stolen items. This
includes firearms and passports.

In short, if Johnson’s Brexit goes ahead:

Up to 6,000 criminals could evade justice
Our police would be locked out of EU crime database used 1.6 million
times a day
Brexit would undermine the UK’s ability to tackle terrorism and
organised crime

Brexit would be a disaster for our safety.

Thousands of dangerous criminals could escape justice. Not only that, the
UK’s ability to tackle terrorism and organised crime would be seriously
undermined.

The only way to ensure vital police cooperation with Europe is by stopping
Brexit.

We intend to do just that. Then, we will build a brighter future and keep our
communities safe.
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