Getting the job done: Our latest wins
in Westminster

Ahead of Parliament being prorogued last week, we secured a number of ‘Lib
Dem Wins’ as Westminster entered a session of ‘ping-pong’.

This is where amendments go back-and-forth between the Commons and the Lords
at rapid pace in order to get outstanding legislation over the line before
the end of the Parliamentary session.

As we approach polling day, these wins are a timely reminder of why it is so
important that we get more Liberal Democrats elected at all levels — we are
the party that gets the job done!

Here are some of the fantastic wins we’ve secured in Parliament over the last
couple of weeks:

Protecting children in schools, online and in care

As part of the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Act, the Liberal Democrats
delivered huge wins for pupils, teachers, and families.

We forced the Government, despite their initial opposition, to ban mobile
phones during the school day. And, unlike the Conservatives’ proposals, the
Government has adopted the Liberal Democrat approach, which ensures that
those with medical and educational needs, or caring responsibilities, are not
unfairly penalised.

Through active negotiations and political pressure, we also forced the
Government to move towards our smarter approach to social media, from legally
requiring any measures to consider addictive design harms and the need for
age-ratings, to securing powers to ban social media giants from collecting
our childrens’ data.

The work of Liberal Democrats also prevented Conservatives from imposing
their plans for an ineffective blanket ban on under 16s accessing social
media.

We have also strengthened contact rights for children in care who are
separated from their siblings to maintain those important relationships and
enshrined financial literacy as part of the support given to care leavers.



https://www.libdems.org.uk/news/article/getting-the-job-done-our-latest-wins-in-westminster
https://www.libdems.org.uk/news/article/getting-the-job-done-our-latest-wins-in-westminster

Banning ‘Fining for Profit’

We have been fighting to outlaw the practice of ‘fining for profit’ — where
local councils hire private firms to issue fixed penalty notices. These firms
are often paid per fine and keep 85-90% of the revenue.

We have had to push the Government hard to recognise the sheer scale of this
cowboy enforcement economy preying on the public to make profit.

After significant Liberal Democrat pressure, progress has been made; the
Government tabled and passed its own amendment which will require statutory
guidance on the issuing of fixed penalties — giving much better protection
against the cowboys who abuse their enforcement powers for their own profit.

Supporting Victims of Crime

Sentencing Reforms

The Liberal Democrats secured a huge win in relation to the Unduly Lenient
Sentences Scheme, after defeating the Government in the House of Lords.

The scheme allows anyone to ask for certain sentences to be reviewed by the
Attorney General if they think the sentence is too lenient.

The Government accepted the premise of two of our amendments which would
allow an extension of the ULS scheme in specific circumstances and to
introduce a statutory duty to inform victims of their rights in relation to
this scheme.

It is vital that victims have a clear picture of the options that they are
entitled to following sentencing.

Court Transcripts

We have not given up pushing the Government to make court transcripts free to
victims, following a hard-fought campaign led by Sarah Olney MP and Baroness
Brinton.

After Baroness Brinton tabled an amendment to extend the free access to court
transcripts to victims, the Government committed to undertaking a study to
explore the use of AI transcription in the criminal courts. This study, if
successful, has the potential to significantly reduce fees and improve access
to court transcripts.

Victims of Murder Abroad

We tabled amendments in both the Commons and the Lords to make the Secretary



of State outline how the Victims’ Code applies to those whose close relatives
were the victim of murder, manslaughter or infanticide outside the UK.

Because of this Lib Dem pressure, the Government has confirmed that the
Ministry of Justice will also work jointly with the Foreign Office and the
Home Office to undertake a review of how support is provided to these
families and to assess how current arrangements are operating.

Private Prosecution

We also won a critical concession from the Government on private
prosecutions.

The Victims and Courts Act would have given the Secretary of State powers to
change the reimbursement rate for private prosecutions — how much of your
legal costs you can get back from the Government after bringing a successful
private prosecution. These changes may have made it more difficult for
private prosecutions to be brought, a real concern for charities who often
have to pursue private prosecutions when the state fails to act.

The Liberal Democrat concession requires that the Government publishes and
responds to an impact assessment of the potential impact of these measures.

Protecting Pensions

Buried within the Pension Schemes Act, the Government sought powers to compel
pension funds to invest in assets of its choosing, potentially including
unproductive assets and mismanaged government projects like HS2.

This power, known as mandation, posed a serious risk to savers, pensioners
and the wider investment industry’s ability to deliver strong returns. That
is why Liberal Democrats in both Houses, led by Steve Darling MP in the
Commons and Baroness Sharon Bowles in the Lords, united in opposition to
mandation.

As a result of this joint effort, the Government'’s power has been capped to
just 10% of pension funds. Fiduciary Duty — which forces pension trustees to
act in the best interests of their members — will now continue to be the
priority for trustees.

This yet again proves that Liberal Democrats are the party leading the way on
the economy, business and investment.

Youth Diversion Orders



In the House of Lords, the Government was defeated by a Liberal Democrat
amendment on Youth Diversion Orders — a new, specialised, court-ordered
measure to manage young people (often aged under 18) involved in terrorism-
related activity or radicalisation.

While we support expanding youth diversionary measures as a preventative
measure rather than just relying on punishment, with the aim of reducing re-
offending rates, we want to ensure that non-prosecutorial interventions for
young people at risk are considered first.

Thanks to Liberal Democrat pressure, the Government has committed to
publishing mandatory guidance on the issue so that the police must consider
alternative interventions before issuing a youth diversion order.

Strengthening the English Devolution and Communities Act

We managed to secure a whole host of wins in relation to this Act, which
gives more power to local communities — something we, of course, support.

This wide reaching piece of legislation covered a number of important areas,
so here are a few things we managed to achieve in it:

e Forced the Government to ensure that rural affairs and coastal
communities are specifically considered in relation to devolved powers
and funding.

e Secured stronger safety measures to protect passengers using Private
Hire Vehicles, following concerns raised in the Casey Review, and forced
the Government to introduce new powers related to the enforcement of
licensing of these vehicles.

e By working directly with the Government, we secured changes to
strengthen councils’ powers to block new gambling licences in high-risk
areas and shifted the burden onto operators to prove they meet licensing
objectives.

e Secured flexibility to extend the transition period for councils
changing governance structures, preventing unnecessary reorganisation
where councils are likely to be dissolved. We also introduced
safeqguarding to avoid short-term, impractical governance changes.

To get updates like this directly to your inbox — sign up to receive email
updates from us:

Go to Source
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Guaranteeing GP surgeries on new
developments

The problem we’'re trying to solve

In communities across the country, when new housing is built, GPs are
promised but not delivered. The result is hundreds of missing GP surgeries,
broken trust, and huge pressure on local services — a bad deal for residents
old and new. Despite 1.5 million new homes since 2015 the total number of
main GP practices has declined by over 1300.

It’s perhaps not surprising that GP access is the top concern of people over
the NHS at the moment, and that 2025 saw record numbers waiting over one
month for an appointment.

It doesn’t have to be this way. We have high levels of unemployed and
underemployed GPs and significant levels of developer money earmarked for
infrastructure improvements but which currently goes unspent or unclaimed.

Our communities, and families trying to make a new life for themselves, are
being left high and dry.

What would we do?
Liberal Democrats are clear: new housing must go hand in hand with new GPs.

Under our proposals, developers would be required to build or expand existing
new GP surgeries when building new housing developments, or fund this
construction upfront. We’'d ensure additional GP provision is made a reality,
by ensuring developer levies can be used to pay the contracts (or salaries)
of GPs while patients are still moving in.

Currently, local councils use developer funds to build or expand the premises
of GP surgeries (though often the process is disjointed and not fit for
purpose), and developers can commit to building health infrastructure as part
of a development. However construction of this infrastructure often takes
too long and there is usually no new money to fund the GP contract before
patients move into an area, making new surgeries hard to staff. This creates
a vicious circle where new patients register with over-subscribed practices
elsewhere, and it never makes sense for a new GP to set up shop. Our plan —
to guarantee the GP contract with developer contributions- would ensure GP
surgeries are not only built, but funded and staffed from the get-go.

This is part of our infrastructure-first approach to development, and
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supports our campaign to rescue General Practice and ensure everyone can get
an appointment within 7 days or 24 hours if urgent.

Why are we talking about this now?
This is important for our communities and people’s daily lives

How can we expect residents, existing and new, to trust decision makers and
to embrace change if we fail them at the first hurdle? People are promised
services that never materialise, and they feel it in their daily lives. This
is about basic fairness.

New development is essential — to meet the aspirations and needs of people
and families around the country. That'’s why we have ambitious proposals to
build 150,000 social homes a year, and slash building costs through a customs
union with the EU. But new residents and existing communities deserve
services that can cope with growing populations. Building infrastructure
first is crucial for improving people’s quality of life, strengthening
community and restoring trust.

Health services are key for taking on the far right and defending our liberal
values

The failure to deliver new health services fuels support for populists like
Farage. Recent LSE research has confirmed what many already knew — where GP
provision has receded and more surgeries have closed, support for the extreme
right has risen. Restoring trust, and showing we can deliver new services,
and that local communities won’t just take what is doled out to them, is
critical to keeping Farage out of No.10. Liberal Democrats are offering the
change people really want and need — not the false promises and snakeoil of
Reform UK and the Conservatives.
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Our emergency plan to keep Britain
moving

Donald Trump’'s idiotic war with Iran — cheered on by Kemi Badenoch and Nigel
Farage — is making it far more expensive for people to get around. Families
are paying more at the pump because of a war they didn’t start and don’t
support.

Liberal Democrats are calling for an emergency transport package to keep


https://catherinedevries.eu/NHS.pdf
https://www.libdems.org.uk/news/article/guaranteeing-gp-surgeries-on-new-developments
https://www.libdems.org.uk/news/article/keep-britain-moving
https://www.libdems.org.uk/news/article/keep-britain-moving

Britain moving, cutting the cost of travel for people — whether by car, train
or bus.

Our plan would help people across the United Kingdom who are struggling with
the cost-of-living crisis. It would cut petrol and diesel costs for the
parent in rural Devon who has no choice but to drive, the home carer getting
from patient to patient, and the small business owner whose van is their
office.

But it would also make it easier for more people to take public transport or
switch to electric vehicles, by dramatically cutting the prices of bus and
train tickets and the cost of charging electric vehicles. This would help to
bring down demand for fuel during this crisis, while encouraging people to
switch to public transport and EVs for the long-term too.

Our emergency transport package would:

e Cut fuel duty by 10p, bringing down prices at the pump by 12p per litre.
e Slash bus fares to £1, from the current £3 cap.
e Cut rail fares by 10%.

e Cut VAT on public electric vehicle charging, and review the unfair
network costs that push up charging prices.

We're pressing the government to implement our plan for three months at
first. The £2 billion cost would be covered by the unexpected extra tax
revenues the Treasury is raking in due to higher fuel prices. If the crisis
drags on for longer and fuel prices stay high, our package could be extended
until they come down.

Go to Source
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Our plan to make Britain the safest
country in the world to have a baby

Every family deserves to feel safe when they go into hospital to have a baby.

That means having the right staff in place at all times and making sure
mothers get one-to-one care during labour. But too often that is not
happening, and too many mothers and babies are being let down.

Shockingly, more than half of units do not meet “good” standards of safety.
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This is particularly alarming in the face of rising injuries and
complications for mothers.

Over a quarter of deliveries (27%) in 2024 involved heavy bleeding after
childbirth (postpartum haemorrhage) — a rise of 13,600 more cases than in
2020. The number of emergency c-sections and rate of severe tears in
childbirth have also increased to record levels.

Over half of maternity units in the country are in need of repair, and 73% of
units do not have a consultant present at night, despite most births taking
place outside of working hours, when most negligence claims are made.

Our NHS staff do an incredible job under pressure but too often they are
overstretched and don’t have the support they need. We need to get more
experienced staff, fix crumbling maternity units and ensure every mother and
baby gets the care they deserve.

That's why the Liberal Democrats have announced a £600m rescue plan to fix
maternity care, and make Britain the safest country in the world to have a
baby.

Our plan includes:

e A guarantee for one-to-one care from a midwife for all mothers in
labour.

e A consultant doctor on every maternity ward 24/7 to end the lottery of
care after hours.

e Reversing cuts to funding for enhanced care for complex pregnancies and
bereavement.

e A new maternity commissioner responsible for overseeing improved levels
of care.

e Investing in hospital estates to ensure staff don’t continue to work in
poor conditions, particularly at night.

Current maternity teams are being stretched by incredibly high turnover and
burnout, with many junior and new midwives having to deal with incredibly
complex births, often without someone in a leadership position to support
them.

By focusing on the retention of experienced midwives and recruitment of
senior midwifery posts and more specialist consultants, complex deliveries
can be more easily managed with less strain on staffing, allowing every
mother to have the one-on-one care they need.

Clinical negligence claims cost the NHS £1.3bn last year. Our plan would see



the number of these claims fall dramatically — by bringing all our maternity
units up to good or outstanding standards of safety, and reducing the
likelihood of clinical error — delivering substantial savings longer term,
and the high level of maternity care that mothers and babies deserve.
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A new Magna Carta to save our country
from Farage

There’s a dark spectre hanging over British politics. The rise of Nigel
Farage, Reform and their destructive brand of populism.

In my speech to conference, I said we have a moral responsibility to stop
Reform and a historic opportunity to win big for our proud, liberal values.

It falls to us — the Liberal Democrats — to defend our values of decency,
tolerance and respect for both individual freedom and the rule of law.

That’s why I announced our call for a new Magna Carta for modern Britain. A
written constitution — something our party has always believed in — to
enshrine our hard-won rights and freedoms and defend them from Nigel Farage.

To stop him turning our great country into his version of Trump’s America.
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Our new Magna Carta would protect the rule of law, universal human rights and
trial by jury. Freedom of expression, a free press — and the proud British
and Liberal commitment to universal healthcare, free at the point of use —
something else Farage wants to scrap.

But of course it’s not just about defending the progress we’ve already made
as a country. Our goal is to transform British politics for good.

So yes, our new Magna Carta would include proportional representation —
giving everyone equal power and an equal voice in our democracy.



FWinning
. Here

Just like the original Magna Carta, this change won’t come easily. We have to
fight for it.

We have to save the United Kingdom we love from the triple threat of Nigel
Farage, Donald Trump and Elon Musk.

And that starts with the elections in May — across England, Wales and
Scotland. With your help, I know we can win big.

I can’'t wait to see you out there, on the doorsteps!

Read Ed’s Full Speech:
What a wonderful weekend it’'s been — here in York.

It’s hard to remember now, just how different things were — the last time we
met here. Only two short years ago. We didn’'t know it, but we were just two

months away from Rishi Sunak standing outside Number 10 — as he called that

general election. Wishing he’d remembered his umbrella.

And I didn’t know it, but I was just a few more weeks away from my first ever
bungee jump! Life comes at you fast!

But I want to take a moment for us all — to reflect on everything we've
achieved together since then. How far we’ve come. When I stood on this stage



two years ago, we were still a party of just fifteen MPs. When I stood on
this stage, I asked you to believe. That our party had something real to
offer — and could come back after a decade of disappointment. To believe that
knocking on doors in seats we’d never won before, wasn’t a waste of your time
— but an opportunity to win for our party and deliver for our country.

And you did it. You believed. You worked. And we won!

Every canvassing session. Every donation. Every leaflet through every
letterbox. You'’ve brought us here. Our 72 seats belong to you. Thank you.

Thank you for building us the strongest platform we’ve had for over 100
years. To take our party and our values to even greater success.

For now we have new challenges before us — even more urgent than the last.

But before I address the future, I want to talk about two former colleagues —
two great Scots, two great Liberals — whose wisdom and friendship we will
miss dearly. Jim Wallace and Ming Campbell.

Jim Wallace was one of the architects of Scottish devolution. A man who
helped shape the Holyrood Parliament from its very first days. And of course,
he was a great champion for Orkney and Shetland — and a man of deep faith and
profound decency. And Jim was, for me, something else as well. He was the
first Liberal Democrat MP I ever met. He gave me my first job in our party.

I would not be standing here today, without Jim Wallace. And I suspect there
are many of us in this room who could say something similar — for he was a
mentor, a guide, a steady hand at moments when we needed one. Jim devoted his
life to public service, to his Christian faith, and to the cause of
liberalism.

We miss him. We will always miss him.

And that loss sits alongside another. Because just a few months before we
lost Jim, in September, we lost Ming Campbell. Another friend and our
colleague — and of course our former leader. Two giants gone. Two men who, in
their own ways, embodied what our party is at its best. Principled,
compassionate, rooted in community, and always — always — in it for the right
reasons. Two lives that should inspire everything we do from here.

I want to say more about Ming in a moment. But I think the best way to honour
both of them — the best way to honour all those great Liberals who devoted
their lives to our cause — is to remind ourselves what we are fighting for.
What we’ll always fight for.

The Britain we are trying to build.

Let me start with the simplest example of our cause. Something that sounds
obvious but needs saying, out loud, because the times we’re living in can
make it easy to forget.

Things can get better. Not a slogan — a historical truth. The Liberal hope,



optimism and reality others won’t say.

You see, Britain has been through incredibly tough times in the past — and
each time, Liberals have helped show the way through. The way forward. More
than a century ago, a Liberal government introduced the state pension, health
insurance and free school meals. And demolished trade barriers for our
economy to grow. And then Liberals invented the NHS.

We fought for individual freedoms — decriminalising homosexuality and ending
capital punishment. Legalising same-sex marriage and introducing shared
parental leave. Championing civil liberties — from stopping the
fingerprinting of children in schools to campaigning successfully for a Human
Rights Act. And leading the work for the United Kingdom to look outwards —
from our unswerving commitment to Europe and NATO to our global leadership on
international development and climate change. Expanding renewable power and
boosting funding for the poorest children at school.

We did those things. Our party did those things.

So to see both the values that drive us and our vision for the future, start
with our record. And remember that — unlike Labour — we do not give in to the
lazy assumption that the state always knows best. Instead, we start with
people — with the intrinsic value and capability of every human being.

Our mission — as you have heard me say many times — is to empower people and
to hold the already powerful to account. To give people the power and freedom
to build their own lives.

For unlike the Conservatives and Reform, we know that true freedom is not
just the absence of government. You are not free if you can’t afford
somewhere decent to live. You are not free if you can’t get the care you need
to lead a healthy, independent life. You are not free if you can’t get a good
education.

An active, effective state is not the enemy of freedom. Done right, it is the
guarantor of freedom. In fact our party’s constitution sets out our purpose
so well. It’'s right here, on our membership card.

“The Liberal Democrats exist to build and safeguard a fair, free and open
society.. In which we seek to balance the fundamental values of liberty,
equality and community.. And in which no one shall be enslaved by poverty,
ignorance or conformity.”

Fair, free and open. Liberty, equality and community. No one enslaved by
poverty. No one enslaved by ignorance. No one enslaved by conformity.

What an amazing creed we all share. What a hopeful and ambitious vision for
our country. What an incredible mission we are on together.

And with illiberal extremists on the march across the world, our Liberal
mission has never been needed more than now. But a vision without a plan is
just a con. And too many politicians in recent times have conned the British
people. Like the Brexiteers — the Conservatives and their partner in crime,



Nigel Farage.

With their botched Brexit deal that'’s cost British businesses billions — and
every British family thousands in higher tax. Not to forget the con job of
Liz Truss’s disastrous Mini-Budget. Applauded by Kemi Badenoch and Nigel
Farage alike, as it crashed our economy and ended up not with tax cuts but
even higher Conservative tax rises.

Then Labour promised to end that chaos. Remember?

What a con that’s been — producing yet more tax rises and another government
paralysed by in-fighting. And Keir Starmer — a Prime Minister who promised
change but has proved so utterly out-of-touch. With such a catastrophic lack
of judgement.

Different people. Same old con job.

And yet — Britain is not a country in decline. We are a great country being
held back. We have world-class universities. Creative industries, life
sciences and financial services that are the envy of the world. The third
largest AI market on the planet.

Our task as a party is to show how we unlock that potential. Beginning with a
growth plan that adds up.

And that starts — you’'ve guessed it — by rebuilding our broken relationship
with Europe. A new Customs Union. A youth mobility scheme. Going far faster
and deeper than Labour’s timid so-called reset.

Because every day we stick with this botched Brexit deal is another day
British businesses pay more, export less, and fall further behind. And it’s
not just about trade, it's about innovation too.

Right now, too many brilliant British businesses — the kind that will define
our economy in the decades to come — are being held back by a government that
talks about technology but does nothing to help companies actually adopt it.

We will change that. With real, practical incentives to help small and
growing businesses get the tools they need to compete. And as energy costs
soar again — with yet another oil and gas price shock — we cannot keep
leaving British industry dependent on the whims of foreign dictators and
volatile global markets. We will accelerate our homegrown renewable energy,
cut bills, and make British industry genuinely energy competitive.

That is the growth plan our country needs. A growth plan this government is
disastrously lacking.

And let’s remember why growth matters. It is not an end in itself. But
without growth — far faster growth — the broken social contract can never be
rebuilt. So we will use the dividends of growth where they are needed most. A
big cut in the cost of living. Repairing the damage inflicted by Conservative
and Labour tax rises, so people keep more of what they earn. A rescue plan
for the NHS. Fixing the social care crisis that’s breaking families and



breaking our health service along with them.
And rebuilding our independent national defence for our United Kingdom.

Conference, Donald Trump’s war in Iran — now engulfing the whole Middle East
— is not just a foreign policy crisis. For the UK, it’'s a test of who we are
as a nation — and what we believe in. So let me say something as clearly as I
can.

The Liberal Democrats stand with our brave Armed Forces. With the troops who
have been put in the firing line by Trump’s aggression and Iran’s
catastrophic response. And we also stand unambiguously for international law.
For the protection of civilians. For a diplomatic path that even now could
prevent this conflict from becoming something far, far worse.

We have seen missiles. Strikes and counter-strikes. Families — ordinary
innocent families — caught in the crossfire of a conflict that nobody asked
for and too few are trying hard enough to stop.

I think about those girls killed in their school in Minab. I think about the
teenagers killed at their synagogue in Beit Shemesh. I think about all the
children now huddled in bomb shelters under blackout, not knowing what comes
next.

And I think about people’s vulnerability. How quickly safety can be taken
away. And how wars far away can hit everyone here in the United Kingdom too.
Higher petrol prices. Increased mortgage payments. Rises in energy bills.
Trump’s war is already hitting families here — over £100 a year more in
petrol alone.

Before energy bills rise. Before mortgage costs climb. The parent in rural
Devon who has no choice but to drive. The home carer getting from patient to
patient. The small business owner whose van is their office. The farmer who
needs heating oil to get through winter. These are not abstractions. These
are our neighbours. And they are already paying the price for a war they
didn’'t start and they don’t support.

Conference, I'm deeply worried about what higher energy bills later this year
will mean for families and pensioners already on the edge. Hundreds of pounds
more, just to keep the lights on and the radiators warm.

Because of Trump’s war.

And in the middle of all of this — what did Kemi Badenoch and Nigel Farage
choose to do?

Cheer on Trump.

Conservatives and Reform demanded the UK backed Trump’s illegal, damaging war
without question. Without a thought for how Trump’s war would hurt British
families and British pensioners with higher petrol, mortgage and energy
bills. As Donald Trump argued rising oil and gas prices were “a very small
price to pay”, Kemi Badenoch and Nigel Farage cheered in agreement. Their



willingness to contract out British foreign policy — to sell out the well-
being of the British people to Donald Trump — isn’t patriotic, Conference.
It’'s a betrayal.

A betrayal of every family in this country sitting round the kitchen table
trying to work out how to make ends meet. The Conservative-Reform betrayal of
Britain’s national interest. Yet again — as they pander to their friend
Donald Trump.

And let me be clear Conference. The Liberal Democrats did not cheer for this
war. Liberal Democrats will not be silent about its costs. And we will fight
— 1in Parliament, on the doorstep, and across the country — for the families
now paying the price for Donald Trump’s war.

Britain needs a party that’s shown it will stand up to Donald Trump. For the
British people.

Conference, be proud — we are the British political party standing up to
Trump. Moments like this — these are exactly the moments when I think about
what this party is made of.

And I think about Ming.

Because Ming understood, better than almost anyone, what it means to speak up
in opposition to a foreign war when it is difficult. When the establishment
is pointing in one direction and your conscience is pointing in another. Ming
was our Foreign Affairs spokesperson when George Bush and Tony Blair went to
war in Iraq in 2003. And Ming stood up — clearly, courageously, unequivocally
— and said: this war is wrong. The legal basis doesn’t exist. The
intelligence is being manipulated.

He and Charles Kennedy stood together and said no.

History proved them right. History vindicated every word. Ming was often
described as the best Foreign Secretary Britain never had. I think that is
exactly right. And the best tribute we can pay to Ming’s memory is to be the
party he would recognise — one that speaks up, even when it is uncomfortable.
That puts principle above convenience. That asks the hard questions, however
unwelcome. Because that is what Liberals do.

We carry your example with us, Ming. We always will.

Because we know Britain can and must be a force for good in the world. Not a
bystander. Not a commentator. A force for good. And that is what Liberals
have always believed. What we believe today.

But being a force for good does not mean being naive. It means confronting
the world, not as we’d like it to be, but as it is. So we believe in a strong
Britain. A nation that our allies can count on, and one that our enemies dare
not cross. Putin’s war on Ukraine, and Trump’'s election in America, have
changed the strategic landscape of Europe forever. We said so at the time,
when others hedged. We were right.



The world is more dangerous — and that requires real investment in our armed
forces, our intelligence services, our cyber defences, and the alliances that
make collective security possible.

That’s why the government must get on with it and raise defence spending to
three per cent of GDP by 2030 at the latest. Why it should adopt our
proposals for defence bonds to raise billions for our Armed Forces. Why it
should lead on a European Rearmament Bank. Why it has to reverse the
Conservative troop cuts that slashed the British Army to its smallest since
the Napoleonic War. And why it must also reverse Labour and Conservative cuts
to our Royal Navy that have left it smaller than any time since the English
Civil War almost four centuries ago.

And there’s something else we must confront about our critical national
defences — in this time of Trump and MAGA making the United States such an
unreliable ally.

Our party has always believed in an independent nuclear deterrent.

But today, the Trident missiles in our Vanguard subs are leased from the
United States. Their maintenance depends on American facilities. And that
means, the operability of our nuclear deterrent depends on the goodwill of
whoever sits in the Oval Office.

A few years ago, that didn’t feel like an issue. It certainly feels like one
now. Our long-term commitment to multilateral disarmament is unchanged. But
we must confront the world as it is. So Britain’s nuclear deterrent must be
genuinely, verifiably ours — not dependent on Trump or whoever his successor
may be.

And as the UK now prepares to replace Trident in the twenty-forties, we
should make the decision now to spend the billions required over the next two
decades here in the UK, not in the US. Britain has the best scientists, the
best engineers, the best builders in the world.

So let’s get building our own capability to maintain our nuclear deterrent
here in the UK. And in the long run, to manufacture our own, truly
independent nuclear deterrent. Made in Britain.

But Conference, Liberals also know this: true national security is about more
than just hardware. It is about alliances, standing, and respect in the
world. Our Liberal friend, Mark Carney — who won Canada’s election by
standing up to Trump — put it best: “The power of legitimacy, integrity, and
rules will remain strong — if we choose to wield it together.” He’'s right,
isn’t he Conference?

The Conservatives spent years making Britain less safe by making Britain less
trusted. Breaking international law, hollowing out our soft power, trashing
our relationship with Europe. It was sabotage masquerading as patriotism.

Yet both the Conservatives and Reform are determined to isolate the United
Kingdom still further. Conference, for the defence and security of our
country, we cannot let them. And nor can we let other parties sabotage



Britain by taking us out of NATO. So reckless. So dangerous.

Our party offers something different. Defence rooted in values as well as
capability. A Britain that is secure because it is respected, and respected
because it is strong. That is the Liberal Britain I want us to build. But
first, we must confront another threat that is much closer to home. The one
that, in many ways, frightens us most. Because the greatest danger to the
Britain we love does not come from Tehran or Moscow. It comes from within.

From a dark form of politics that wraps itself in the Union Jack while
working to undermine everything that flag is supposed to represent. Nigel
Farage. And Reform.

Farage does not want to solve Britain’s problems. He needs them. He uses
people’s problems to fuel him, and his party — while offering no solutions.
And the tragedy is, millions of people face real problems and are genuinely
struggling. People who can’t see a GP. Can’t afford their energy bills.
People who'’ve seen their communities hollowed out. We must speak up for them
— with real solutions.

In the way we’ve championed family carers. The daughters and sons, husbands
and wives, brothers and sisters — looking after loved ones, keeping them out
of hospital, holding the NHS together, and getting almost nothing in return.
Forgotten, ignored and let down time and time again. There are so many
people who feel the same way. They all deserve real answers. Real action. But
what they’re being offered by Reform is a man with a pint and a grievance —
and no plan whatsoever. Another con man — like the failed former
Conservatives who now stand behind him.

Strip away Farage'’s insults. Strip away the outrage. And there is nothing
there. Every week another empty press conference — full of sound and fury,
signifying nothing. Fawning over Trump. Willing — even eager — to echo the
talking points of Vladimir Putin’s murderous regime. These are not the
actions of a man who loves our United Kingdom. They are the actions of a man
who would sacrifice our proud British values to turn our country into his
version of Trump’s America.

Let me say it plainly, Conference. Nigel Farage is no patriot. He’'s a con
man. And Reform is just his latest big grift. Because the values that Farage
and his cronies seek to undermine — democracy, individual liberty, and the
rule of law — these are not just some niche luxuries. They are the
foundations of our United Kingdom.

And those foundations have a name, and a date, and a meadow beside the Thames
where they were first laid down. 800 years ago, at Runnymede, a group of
barons forced a despotic King to accept something radical: that power was not
absolute. That even the most powerful are bound by the rule of law. That some
rights are inalienable. And that the power of government rests in the consent
of the governed. All embodied in Magna Carta. The Great Charter. Another of
England’s great inventions. And one of our greatest exports.

If Donald Trump were ever to walk down the street from the White House and



visit the National Archives — Perhaps to read the constitution, and see what
it says about running for a third term — If he went to America’s National
Archives, the very first document he would see is Magna Carta. Democracy.
Individual liberty. And the rule of law. These are British values. Genuinely,
historically, proudly British.

Not imported. Not imposed. Asserted, by us and for us. Ours.

And let’s be clear-eyed Conference. When Farage and Reform threaten the
democratic rights of those who don’t vote for them.. When they go after
individual judges who don’t rule in their favour.. When they treat the rule of
law as an inconvenience to be swept aside.. They are not defending our United
Kingdom. They are betraying it.

They are taking a sledgehammer to the very foundations that Magna Carta laid
down eight centuries ago. And when they cosy up to Donald Trump — a man who
has shown open contempt for democracy, who treats allies as servants and the
rule of law as beneath him — They are not making Britain great. They are
trying to turn it into Trump’s America. That is not patriotism. That is its
opposite. It is a force that threatens to tear our great country apart, and
we cannot let it.

So today, I want to call for something bold. Something that this moment
demands and this party is uniquely placed to champion.

A new Magna Carta for modern Britain.

Not a literal rewriting of an 800-year-old document — but a renewed national
commitment, enshrined in law, to the values that have always made Britain
worth defending. The rule of law, with the courts always independent of
political interference. A commitment to universal human rights, that cannot
be ripped up at the whim of a populist like Farage. Trial by jury. Yes, still
a fundamental right that we hold dear. A democracy that is transparent,
accountable, and resistant to the authoritarian creep we see in other
countries. And resistant to authoritarian creeps like Donald Trump.

And it should go much further than the old Magna Carta, to enshrine the
rights we have asserted over generations since. A free press. Genuinely free.
Freedom of expression. And yes, that means on social media too. The proud
British and Liberal commitment to universal healthcare, free at the point of
use — something else Farage wants to scrap.

And while we’re at it, let’s go further — to not just defend our democracy
but strengthen it for the future: Protecting our democracy from foreign
interference — whether that’s Donald Trump or Vladimir Putin. Chinese spies
or Elon Musk. And yes, Conference, giving everyone equal power and an equal
voice, through proportional representation.

A new Magna Carta for modern Britain. A written constitution to protect our
rights and freedoms. To defend our country from Farage and Reform.

To hold the powerful to account and give everyone real power.



Friends, Magna Carta was not given to the people of this country. They fought
for it. And if we want to keep what it stands for, we will have to fight for
it again.

Our party will always be up for that fight.

We are the party that says: we did not inherit this democracy by accident,
and we will not surrender it through complacency. That'’s what this fight is
about, Conference. And we have to win. For our values. And for our country.
Right now, we have a Labour government with an enormous majority that has
wasted its chance for change.

A Conservative Party that proved it was unfit for government, and is now
proving it is unfit for opposition too.

And Reform and the Greens offering only anger and bluster, instead of
answers.

In that landscape, the Liberal Democrats are not just important — we are
essential. We are the party of hope. The party that believes the best of
Britain rather than the worst. The party that says: yes, things are hard, and
the problems are real — but we can fix them, together, because the British
people always have.

So what we face ahead of us is this: a moral responsibility to win, to stop
Reform; and a historic opportunity to win, for the Liberal Britain people
need. At the last election, we had a strategy focused on winning. And we won
more seats than any time in our party’s history. Since then, we have won
hundreds more seats in councils across England. And that’s why in May, I know
we will win big again — across England, Wales and Scotland. It’'s a shame I
can’t bet on it.

But to be fair, I do have insider knowledge. I’'ve seen you at work. I've sat
in the church halls and village pubs and community centres where our
councillors and MPs and volunteers are doing the quiet, unglamorous work of
rebuilding trust. Doing what our unique brand of community politics is all
about: listening to people. Really listening. Showing up, year after year.
And caring — truly caring about people, about the places they live, about the
country we love. That's how we win. That’s how we beat the populists and
deliver for our communities.

And I have knocked on enough doors to know that when people look you in the
eye and say they’ve had enough — enough of being lied to, taken for granted,
told to put up with a politics that never improves their lives — they are
ready for something different. We are that something different. Not because
we are perfect, but because our values are right. And because we see them.

The mother struggling to get her child a mental health appointment. The young
couple priced out of a home. The small business owner wondering why no one in
government is on their side. We do not offer a slogan or a scapegoat. We
offer a plan. And we offer a party that will always, always show up.

Conference, there is a future for Britain that I can see clearly. Fair, free



and open. Where hard work is rewarded and aspiration is real. Secure at home
and respected abroad. A country that tells its children: whoever you are,
wherever you are from — here you can succeed and thrive. The Britain that Jim
Wallace and Ming Campbell devoted their lives to building. That all of us
here are determined to build.

A Britain that is worth every door knocked, every leaflet delivered, and yes
— every bungee jump completed. That Britain is possible. It is not a fantasy.
It is a choice.

A choice between hope and fear.

Between opening ourselves up and closing ourselves off. Between becoming
Trump’s America — and being proudly, defiantly, eccentrically British.

The Liberal Democrats choose hope. We choose openness.
We choose the Britain that we love and the values that we share.

And we will fight — with everything we have — for the country we know is
possible.

Thank you!
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