
This announcement will really end up
being more like an infrastructure pipe
dream – Peter Dowd

Peter Dowd MP, Labour’s Shadow Chief Secretary to the Treasury, responding to
the Government’s announcement of an updated £600 billion for national
infrastructure investment, said:

“The Government has no shame, as after a year of Tory claims that Labour
would bankrupt the country with our 10 year £500 billion investment plans,
they are now presenting their own as a supposed £600 billion scheme.

“However, the truth is that many of these are just re-announcements of
projects the Government has previously committed itself to, and is actually
not new money. With only one in five projects in the 2016 National
Infrastructure Pipeline under construction, this is just another reminder of
how poor their record on delivering on their investment plans has become.

“The reality is that despite all the hype from the Government, this
announcement will really end up being more like an infrastructure pipe
dream.”

If the Defence Secretary can’t trust
the Chancellor to pay his bills, how
can anyone else in the country? – Dowd

Peter Dowd MP, Labour’s Shadow Chief Secretary to the Treasury, responding to
the reports of infighting between the Defence Secretary and the Chancellor,
said:

“On a day when the Chancellor is happy to see commuters face extortionate
increases in their rail fares, we discover he expects others to pick up the
bill for his own travel costs.

"And if the Defence Secretary cannot trust the Chancellor to pay his bills,
how can anyone else in the country?”
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Jeremy Corbyn presses Prime Minister
on UK aid allegedly being funneled to
extremist armed groups in Syria

Labour Leader Jeremy Corbyn has written to the Prime Minister demanding
answers to serious questions arising out of evidence that UK aid money has
been funneled to extremist sectarian armed groups in Syria.

The Government has suspended a foreign aid project after the BBC’s Panorama
programme reported allegations about the money paid to contractor Adam Smith
International (ASI).

The letter raises six questions, including: why the Department for
International Development awarded ASI this work after freezing other
contracts earlier this year; when Foreign Office ministers became aware of
problems with the programme and why no action was taken; whether funds were
channelled to Egypt and the Myanmar military; and whether money was used to
lobby UN representatives and others over human rights in Bahrain.

In the letter, Jeremy Corbyn says: “allegations of aid money ending up in the
hands of an Al Qaeda affiliate and contributing to the Free Syrian Police’s
work with a judicial system accused of numerous human rights abuses is yet
another blow to Britain’s reputation on the world stage. It is the
responsibility of your government to ensure robust scrutiny and transparency
processes are in place to prevent such grotesque abuses of UK aid money.”

Full text of the letter:

Rt Hon Theresa May MP
Prime Minister
10 Downing Street
London SW1A 2AA

5 December 2017

Dear Prime Minister,

I am writing in light of the serious issues raised in the BBC Panorama
programme yesterday evening concerning the Access to Justice and Community
Security (AJACS) project, implemented in Syria by Adam Smith International
(ASI) as part of a multi-million pound project, funded by the Conflict,
Stability and Security Fund (CSSF) and overseen by Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO).

The British public is extremely proud of our country’s commitment to spend
0.7% of national income on aid to reduce global poverty. Under a Labour
government, the UK was a world leader in aid effectiveness and global
development. Therefore, allegations of aid money ending up in the hands of an
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Al Qaeda affiliate and contributing to the Free Syrian Police’s work with a
judicial system accused of numerous human rights abuses is yet another blow
to Britain’s reputation on the world stage. It is the responsibility of your
government to ensure robust scrutiny and transparency processes are in place
to prevent such grotesque abuses of UK aid money.

Given the humanitarian crisis in Syria, with millions of Syrians internally
displaced and millions of Syrian refugees in neighbouring countries, it is a
real concern that your government has appeared to use aid funding to support
sectarian division rather than humanitarian need. As a political solution is
yet to be achieved in Syria, the role of UK government aid should be to
support the international efforts to end violence and reach a political
solution, not providing military or security assistance and resources.

These revelations raise wider questions about the FCO’s capacity to manage
aid programmes transparently and effectively, the overall operation of the
CSSF, and the oversight of aid money through private contractors.

I would therefore request an urgent answer to the following questions:

1.         Can you explain why the Department for International Development
(DfID) froze contracts with ASI in March 2017, yet the FCO awarded £12m
contract funding to ASI between April and September 2017?

2.         Can you confirm exactly when FCO Ministers were aware of problems
with the AJACS programme, why they took no action, and why the FCO’s
oversight mechanisms failed?

3.         Can you confirm whether the CSSF was channelling money to juvenile
detention centres in Egypt and until earlier this year was funding assistance
to the Myanmar military?

4.         Can you confirm whether CSSF funding in 2015 was used to lobby
representatives from the UN and other countries, arguing that human rights in
Bahrain were improving?

5.         As the OBR revised growth figures down, the UK will now be
spending £895 million less than expected on the intended objective of aid
which is poverty reduction and tackling disease.  Are you confident that DfID
has the resources it needs to deliver global development?

6.         Figures released recently show that 26.2% of funds are now spent
through other departments, a considerable increase under your government.
This is despite the widespread evidence of the lack of transparency and
quality standards of DfID. Will you agree to urgently freeze and review all
CSSF funding – with the aim of ensuring that British aid is used to alleviate
poverty and disease?

I look forward to your urgent replies on these serious matters. Due to the
public interest arising from the Panorama programme, I will be making this
letter public.

Yours sincerely,



Jeremy Corbyn MP
Leader of the Opposition

Anneliese Dodds responds to
publication by the EU of tax haven
blacklist

Anneliese Dodds MP, Labour’s Shadow Treasury Minister, responding to the
publication by the EU of a tax haven blacklist, said:

“It is disappointing to see UK Overseas Territories and Crown Dependencies
mentioned as ‘on notice’ from the EU in its tax haven blacklist. The British
Government said back in April that it would require Overseas Territories and
Crown Dependencies to produce registers of beneficial ownership which would
be accessible to HMRC.

“Although some have complied, others have not. Just as the UK’s own
beneficial ownership register has been criticised for apparently missing some
companies which it should include, this is a case of faulty implementation by
the British Government and a lack of political will to stop tax dodging.

“The British Government has not earned itself many allies by trying to
protect certain jurisdictions during this process. They have also
consistently blocked European-wide initiatives for a public register of the
beneficial ownership of offshore trusts.

"Ultimately it is in the interests of everyone to have more tax transparency
and action against money laundering and aggressive tax avoidance.”

Critically important patients access
to crucial drugs not restricted once
we leave EU – Ashworth

Jonathan Ashworth MP, Labour’s Shadow Health Secretary, responding to the
Health Select Committee’s first evidence session into Brexit, said:

“The Prime Minister must urgently heed this dire warning at the Health Select
Committee. It is critically important that patients’ access to crucial drugs
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is not restricted in any way once we leave the European Union.

“Earlier today at the Britain Against Cancer Conference, I warned of the
significant unresolved questions the Government must answer regarding our
future access to radioactive isotopes, as well as our future relationship
with EU clinical trials regulation.

“Theresa May must also immediately safeguard the future of EU workers here in
Britain and stop treating them as bargaining chips in her reckless Brexit
negotiations. Failure to do so risks exacerbating the already dire crisis in
our health and care system.”


