
Sue Hayman responds to Government
animal welfare bill

Sue Hayman MP, Labour’s Shadow Secretary for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs, commenting on the Government’s publication of a new Animal Welfare
Bill, said:

“This is a rushed and haphazard attempt to backtrack on the Government’s
mistake of not including animal sentience in the EU Withdrawal Bill.

“There are serious questions about whether this Bill is equivalent to current
EU standards given that it does not appear to cover wild animals – giving
this Tory Government freedom to pursue their pro-fox hunting and reckless
badger culling agenda across England.

“Labour calls on the Government to rectify this situation by supporting
Labour’s calls for animal sentience to be included as part of the EU
withdrawal Bill, to maintain existing EU standards on animal welfare after
the UK leaves the EU.”

Shocking that Government would rather
give billions to big banks than invest
in children’s services – Dowd

Peter Dowd MP, Labour’s Shadow Chief Secretary to the Treasury, commenting on
the vote on Labour’s reasoned amendment to the Finance Bill said:

“It is deeply shocking that this Government would rather give billions away
to the big banks than invest in children’s services.

“This Bill does nothing to reverse seven years of wasted austerity, which has
seen growth slowing, wages stagnating and poverty on the increase.

“The next Labour Government will make very different decisions to ensure that
children’s services are fully funded and protected through our plans to build
an economy for the many, not the few.”
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Matthew Pennycook responds to EU
Withdrawal Bill amendment

Matthew Pennycook, Shadow Brexit
Minister,
responding to the Government’s decision to accept the Procedure Committee’s
amendment to the EU Withdrawal Bill, said:

“It is encouraging that Ministers
have listened and accepted this change to the EU Withdrawal Bill.

“However, their concession does not
go far enough. 

“Labour has been clear that when it
comes to the secondary legislation that will flow from this Bill, Parliament
must not only be able to effectively scrutinise, but also to be able to amend
and improve it. Without the latter, Parliament will be offered a take it or
leave it choice on key issues. That would be unacceptable.

“The Government must go further and
make clear they’ll give Parliament a meaningful role in shaping this
legislation. If they fail to do so, then Tory MPs should back Labour’s
amendments.”

Labour criticises Theresa May for
failing survivors and tower block
residents in the six months since the
Grenfell Tower fire

In the week of the six month anniversary of the Grenfell Tower
fire, Labour’s Shadow Secretary of State for Housing, John Healey MP has
written to the Prime Minister setting out five areas where the Government is
still failing Grenfell survivors and tower block residents across the
country:
re-housing, testing of other blocks, funding, overhauling building
regulations, and the nature of the public inquiry.  

In the letter, John Healey MP says “over the last six
months the Government has failed to make good many of the promises made to
Grenfell survivors and to the country.”
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He adds “most Grenfell survivors are still stuck in hotels or
temporary housing, most tower block residents across the country still don’t
know if their homes are safe, no Government funding has been offered for
vital
safety work including retrofitting sprinklers, and no start has been made to
the overhaul of building regulations which we have known since 2013 are badly
flawed.”

“This was a national disaster on a scale not seen before in this
country. We need national Government leadership and action.”

Jeremy Corbyn MP, Leader of the Labour Party, said:

“Six
months on from the tragedy of the Grenfell Tower fire, the Government is
failing to learn its lessons and, more importantly, falling the survivors.

“It
is a disgrace that the majority of Grenfell residents have still not been
given
homes and that tower blocks across our country have still not been made safe.
We need answers from the Government and we need action.

“Grenfell
was an entirely avoidable human disaster. The Government must act now to
prevent it from being repeated.”

Full text of the letter:

Rt Hon Theresa May MP
Prime Minister
10 Downing Street
London SW1A 2AA

10 December 2017

Dear Prime Minister

Six months on from the terrible fire at Grenfell Tower, we remain firm in our
determination to ensure Grenfell residents have the hope and new homes they
need, those responsible are held fully to account, and all necessary steps
are taken so that a disaster like this can never happen again.

While there has been some progress, such as the setting up of a public
inquiry and a review of building standards, these have fallen far short of
what is needed, and action in other areas is severely lacking.

Over the last six months the Government has failed to make good many of the
promises made to Grenfell survivors and to the country.

Most Grenfell survivors are still stuck in hotels or temporary housing, most
tower block residents across the country still don’t know if their homes are
safe, no Government funding has been offered for vital safety work including



retrofitting sprinklers, and no start has been made to the overhaul of
building regulations which we have known since 2013 are badly flawed.

There continue to be concerns about lack of public trust in the inquiry, as
most recently expressed in a petition led by survivors and bereaved families.
And survivors continue to lack clarity on how much help with legal costs is
available to them and how they can access it.

This was a national disaster on a scale not seen before in this country. We
need national Government leadership and action. I would be grateful for your
urgent response on the points below.

Rehousing Grenfell Tower residents

On the 17 June 2017 you said “I have fixed a deadline of three weeks for
everybody affected to be found a home nearby”.

However, on the latest figures, only 39 families have permanent homes, with
the more than 150 remaining families still in hotels or other emergency or
temporary accommodation.  

1.     Why, six months on, have more families not been rehoused?  

2.     Why has the Government failed to provide any funding to build new
homes, or to acquire existing empty homes to help survivors?

3.     How many families will still be in hotels or emergency accommodation
over Christmas?

Fire safety checks on tower blocks

On 22 June 2017 you said of the Government’s testing programme for tower
blocks “we can test over 100 buildings a day”.

However, of the more than 4,000 tower blocks across the country, only 274
have been tested by the Government.

4.     Why, six months on, have you not tested more of the country’s 4,000
tower blocks given the failure in national building regulations likely
affects more than just those buildings with aluminium cladding?

5.     How many social housing tower blocks have had remedial work done to
make them safe, and how many have not?

6.     How many private housing tower blocks have had remedial work done to
make them safe, and how many have not?

7.     Can you confirm whether or not every tower block in the country has
had an inspection by either a local authority or the fire service since the
Grenfell Tower fire, to ensure proper fire safety arrangements are in place?

Funding

On 17 June 2017, you said: “My Government will do whatever it takes to… keep



our people safe.”

However, the nature of the work that has been recommended by fire service
chiefs and now needs doing urgently on many high-rise buildings is by its
nature expensive. Therefore it is essential that Government is prepared to
fund this work up-front as necessary. However, your Government has so far
point blank refused all funding for landlords who cannot afford this work.

8.     Will you now do what Labour has been asking and set aside £1bn for
retrofitting sprinklers into high-rise social housing tower blocks across the
country so that residents in older tower blocks are as safe as those in new
buildings? 

9.     In areas where councils are able to do more themselves but are
constrained by the cap that you currently place on their housing revenue
accounts – will you now lift this cap to allow councils to invest to keep
their residents safe?

Building and fire regulations

On 26 June 2017, Communities Secretary Sajid Javid said: “Building
regulations and the system for ensuring fire safety in buildings have been
developed over many decades. Until the Grenfell Tower fire, many experts
would have claimed that that system had served us well.”

However, since the 2013 Coroners’ reports after the Lakanal House and Shirley
Towers fires, it has been well established that our current building
regulations need to be overhauled. The tragedy at Grenfell Tower means that
we must take a fundamental look at building and fire regulations.

10.  Will you immediately start Government work on overhauling the building
regulations as was recommended in two Coroners’ rule 43 letters to the
Department for Communities and Local Government in 2013, incorporating any
recommendations from the Hackitt Review as needed?

The Inquiry

On 29 June 2017, you said "I am determined that there will be justice for all
the victims of this terrible tragedy and for their families who have suffered
so terribly.”

11. Will you respond to the request by Grenfell survivors and bereaved
families and immediately use your powers under the 2005 Inquiries Act to
appoint a more diverse advisory panel to support the Judge Moore-Bick?

It is clear that doing so will strengthen survivor’s confidence in the
inquiry and increase their willingness to participate – both considerations
that are absolutely vital to the inquiry’s success.

Survivors and bereaved families have been told that their legal costs would
be fully covered, but many remain unclear what they are entitled to and how
to access it. 



12. How much funding has been earmarked specifically for legal representation
for the Grenfell survivors and bereaved families, and what action is the
government taking to ensure all those affected are fully aware of their right
to representation?

I would be grateful for your prompt reply on these points.

John Healey MP

Shadow Secretary of State for Housing

Interim report launched into the UK’s
financial system

Today the Shadow Chancellor launched Labour’s interim report into the UK’s
financial system, led by economist Graham Turner of GFC Economics.

The report reveals that UK output from high-tech industries has fallen on
average over the last ten years, with only one other EU member having a worse
performance, with investment in manufacturing, ICT and other critical sectors
lagging £28bn behind investment in real estate companies.

The analysis presented in the report will make the case that the UK’s
financial system is currently failing to deliver investment to our country’s
high-technology sector; and will set out recommendations for consideration
for inclusion in the next Labour manifesto.

Proposed recommendations from the report:

• Moving some of the functions of the Bank of England to Birmingham.
• Locating Labour’s National Investment Bank in Birmingham.
• Locating the Strategic Investment Board secretariat and research department
in Birmingham.
• Establishing Bank of England offices in Glasgow, Cardiff and Belfast, and
two smaller regional offices in Newcastle and Plymouth.
• Establishing regional offices for the Strategic Investment Board also in
the same cities.

John McDonnell MP, Labour’s Shadow Chancellor, said:

“This important report drums home the message that our financial system isn’t
delivering enough investment across the whole country, and in the high-
technology industries and firms of the future where it is needed most.

“Under the Tories, we’ve seen more and more investment flowing into property
speculation whilst high-tech firms have been starved of the money they need,
and research spending has lagged far behind.
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“Labour is committed to working with our financial institutions to help
deliver the financing that the fourth industrial revolution will need, as
part of our ambitious plans to help build a high-tech, high-wage economy that
works for the many, not the few.”

Graham Turner, Chief Economist, GFC Economics, said:

“The pace of automation and technological change is accelerating, threatening
established business models and creating an economy characterised by frequent
‘disruptive’ episodes. As a central bank sitting at the heart of the UK
financial system, the Bank of England needs to be playing an active, leading
role, ensuring banks are helping UK companies to innovate. Flow of funds
analysis shows that banks are diverting resources away from industries vital
to the future of this country.

“The UK’s productivity performance is extremely poor by international
standards. The UK runs the risk of being left behind by technological
developments, which could and should enrich the whole country. R&D spending
is low and not enough companies operate at the scale needed to deliver major
increases in research spending. This has longer-term consequences for wages
and living standards.

“There is a risk that the disproportionate number of technology companies in
London and the South East will increase, exacerbating regional inequality.
Governments have a critical role in addressing these weaknesses, but that
will require determined, strategic action.”


