Today’s near-miss with a drone at
Heathrow underlines why Government
must step up measures — Richard Burden

Richard

Burden MP, Labour’s Shadow Aviation Minister, commenting on the recent near-
miss between a passenger plane and a

drone as it approached Heathrow Airport, said:

“Today’s

incident underlines why Ministers must get a move on. There were 70 reported
near-misses last year and the British Airline Pilots Association believe that
the real number is likely to be even higher.

“Last

year Labour urged the Government to take action this time last year but
Ministers have been far too slow to act. By now they should be further
towards

making decisions on whether the UK should follow other countries by
establishing a compulsory registration scheme and getting systematic
geo-fencing in place to physically stop drones getting near airports and
other

places where they are a danger.

“Labour’s

approach — highlighted by our amendment to the Government’s Vehicle
Technology

and Aviation Bill this month — is to get a strategy in place to both ensure
safety, and protect innovation and the responsible use of drones, linking
in with initiatives expected to come out of the European Aviation and
Safety Agency shortly.”

John McDonnell responds to news of
Google’'s tax bill only amounting to
just £36.4 million

John

McDonnell MP Labour’s Shadow Chancellor, responding to news of Google’s tax
bill

only amounting to just £36.4 million, said:
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“This

revelation only further proves that Philip Hammond and Theresa May are more
interested in cutting Google’s taxes, than making sure they are paying their
fair share.

“It

seems that the so called “successful” tax deal with Google that George
Osborne

boasted about last year has meant that they are still not paying their fair
share under his successor Philip Hammond. We urgently need clarity on HMRC’s
relationship with Google and what reassurances have been provided to the
company.

“It

is a national disgrace that by paying just £36 million in tax Google could
have

an effective tax rate lower than many working families in our country. And it
exposes the complacency at the heart of this Tory Government, which is
allowing this to still continue despite last year’s scandal.

“It's

time that the Tories got a grip of big corporations not paying their way,
instead of going ahead with £70 billion in tax giveaways to big business and
the super-rich, while cutting in-work benefits for the low paid, and
threatening to turn our country into a tax haven.

“The

truth is that the Tories have no interest in standing up for working people,
only Labour with our Tax Transparency and Enforcement Programme will bring in
full, public, country-by-country reporting.

Government must be realistic about the
need for transitional arrangements for
Brexit — Corbyn

Jeremy

Corbyn, Leader of the Labour Party, commenting on the European Council’s
draft

negotiating guidelines, said:

llIt ’S
welcome that Donald Tusk has softened the EU’s opposition to talks on trade
taking place before the terms of withdrawal are agreed.

“Both
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sides must be realistic about the scale of the task ahead and the common need
to avoid ending up without agreement. Securing a good deal for Britain’s
future

must be the Government’s priority and we must be realistic about the need for
transitional arrangements.

“The

European Council President has reiterated the need for a ‘close

partnership’ in the future and it is essential to achieve that. But the Prime
Minister’s comments about trading off security cooperation and failing to
guarantee the rights of EU citizens are not a good start.

llIt ’S
unhelpful for either side to speculate over the scale of any payments.
There are obligations on both sides, which must be fairly settled.

“Labour

is clear that we must fight for a deal which prioritises jobs, the economy
and

workers' rights. And the Government must guarantee that dumping of
regulations

covering environmental protections, social and employment rights will not
happen. People didn’t vote to live in a low wage tax haven which undercuts
our

neighbours on standards and protections.”

Ends

Diane Abbott responds to analysis
suggesting that major police forces
are failing to investigate more than
50 percent of burglaries

Diane

Abbott MP, Labour’s Shadow Home Secretary, commenting on analysis
suggesting that major police forces are failing

to investigate more than 50 percent of burglaries, said:

“These

figures are deeply troubling. The Tories are in denial about the effects of
their broken promises on police numbers, police effectiveness and the fight
against crime.

“Not
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only is there more crime under this Government, but falling numbers of
officers
have meant that the police are becoming less effective at fighting crime.”

Paul Blomfield responds to reports
that EU nationals are finding it
difficult to get mortgages agreed by
UK lenders

Paul

Blomfield MP, Labour’s Shadow Minister for Exiting the European Union,
commenting on

reports that EU nationals are finding it difficult to get mortgages agreed by
UK lenders, said:

“How

many more reports like this does the Government need before it realises it is
committing a huge act of self-harm by not granting non-UK EU citizens
certainty?

“EU
nationals, many of whom have been here decades, will simply vote with their
feet if they can’t secure jobs or homes here.

“This
would spell disaster for our economy, our public services and our
communities.

MItIS
beyond time for the Government to see sense.”
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