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Women in Defence Charter announces Sam
des Forges as MOD Co-Chair

News story

Sam des Forges, Director of Diversity and Inclusion, Ministry of Defence
(MOD), has been appointed as the new Defence Co-Chair for the Women in
Defence Charter

Sam succeeds Morag Stuart, who has served as the MOD Co-Chair of the Charter
since 2019. Sam will work alongside Angela Owen OBE, Women in Defence UK Co-
Chair, and Sophie Thomas, Industry Co-Chair, to drive forward the Charter’s
ambitions. She is committed to working with the Charter’s growing network of
signatories to improve gender balance and enable women to succeed at all
levels in the Defence sector.

As a member of the Charter’s Steering Board, Sam will set the strategic
direction of the Charter and help deliver the Charter’s key objectives and
plans.

I would firstly like to thank my predecessor, Morag Stuart for her
strong leadership of the Charter alongside the other Co-Chairs,
their leadership ensured the Charter remained relevant throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic and spearheaded the successful launch of the
Women in Defence Charter’s Strategy in 2021 at the Defence and
Security Equipment International Exhibition in London.

I am committed to working alongside Angela and Sophie to support
the Defence sector in turning ambitions into achievements and to
ensure that MOD truly harnesses the power of difference to drive
capability that safeguards our nation’s security and stability. I
look forward to working with my co-chairs in progressing the
Charter through 2022 and beyond.

Sam was appointed the first ever MOD Director of Diversity and Inclusion in
2021. Sam works across the Whole Force to ensure that the MOD welcomes
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difference and maximises everyone’s talent to drive capability that
safeguards our nation’s security and stability.

During her five-year career in the MOD, Sam has played an instrumental role
in championing a more inclusive environment for everyone. Sam is also the MOD
LGBT+ Champion, providing strategic guidance and supporting the work of the
MOD LGBT+ Staff Networks, and was previously the MOD Gender Champion and
remains an active supporter of the MOD Gender Networks.

For more information and the latest updates about the Charter, please visit
the website, or follow it on LinkedIn and Twitter
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PM meeting with Slovak Prime Minister
Eduard Heger: 8 March 2022

Press release

The Prime Minister met Slovak Prime Minister Eduard Heger this afternoon to
discuss the appalling situation in Ukraine.

The Prime Minister met Slovak Prime Minister Eduard Heger this afternoon to
discuss the appalling situation in Ukraine.

The Prime Minister thanked Prime Minister Heger for his country’s robust
response to Russia’s unjustified aggression and said his leadership on the
issue had been vital to ensuring cohesion across Europe.

Slovakia could depend on the UK to support its response to the humanitarian
crisis, the Prime Minister added.

The West also needed to do more to wean itself off Russian hydrocarbons, the
Prime Minister said, and the leaders agreed to focus on renewables to ensure
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the West would never depend on Russian energy again.

Both leaders agreed to stay in close touch on what more they could do for
Ukraine and said they would continue to build on the UK-Slovakian partnership
in the coming months.
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UK to phase out Russian oil imports

UK to phase out the import of Russian oil during the course of the year
in response to illegal invasion of Ukraine
government establishes a new joint taskforce with industry to work
together on an orderly transition
move will increase the growing pressure on Russia’s economy by choking
off a valuable source of income

The UK will phase out imports of Russian oil in response to Vladimir Putin’s
illegal invasion of Ukraine by the end of the year, the Business Secretary
Kwasi Kwarteng has confirmed today (Tuesday 8 March).

The phasing out of imports will not be immediate, but instead allows the UK
more than enough time to adjust supply chains, supporting industry and
consumers. The government will work with companies through a new Taskforce on
Oil to support them to make use of this period in finding alternative
supplies.

The UK is working closely with the US, the EU and other partners to end our
dependence on Russian hydrocarbons in response to Russian aggression in
Ukraine, recognising the different circumstances and transition timelines.

The import of Russian oil makes up 44% of Russian exports and 17% of federal
government revenue through taxation – this move steps up the international
pressure on Russia’s economy.

In a competitive global market for oil and petroleum products, demand can be
met by alternative suppliers. We will work closely with international
partners to ensure alternative supplies of fuel products.

Russian imports account for 8% of total UK oil demand, but the UK is also a
significant producer of both crude oil and petroleum products, in addition to
imports from a diverse range of reliable suppliers beyond Russia including
the Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, and USA.

Whilst this transition takes place, the government recognises the need to
continue to import Russia oil in the meantime as we work to this aim. This
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will help ensure continuity in our supply and protect consumers.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said:

In another economic blow to the Putin regime following their
illegal invasion of Ukraine, the UK will move away from dependence
on Russian oil throughout this year, building on our severe package
of international economic sanctions.

Working with industry, we are confident that this can be achieved
over the course of the year, providing enough time for companies to
adjust and ensuring consumers are protected.

Business and Energy Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng said:

Unprovoked military aggression will not pay and we will continue to
support the brave people of Ukraine as they stand up to tyranny,
building on our existing sanctions that are already crippling
Putin’s war machine.

We have more than enough time for the market and our supply chains
to adjust to these essential changes. Businesses should use this
year to ensure a smooth transition so that consumers will not be
affected.

This significant move will increase the growing pressure on Russia’s economy
by choking off a valuable source of income and hitting its ability to impose
further misery on the Ukrainian people.

The elimination of oil imports is in addition to existing trade, financial
and personal sanctions already imposed by the UK against Putin’s regime and
those who support him in his war against Ukraine.

Russian oil is already being ostracised by the market, with nearly 70% of
Russian oil currently struggling to find a buyer, and in a competitive global
market demand will quickly be met by alternative suppliers. On 1 March
Russian ships were banned from UK ports and authorities were granted new
powers to detain Russian vessels.

The UK is not dependent on Russian natural gas, making up less than 4% of our
supply. Ministers are also exploring options to reduce this further. The
Prime Minister confirmed that the government will set out an energy strategy
to set out the UK’s long term plans for greater energy security, including
both renewable and domestic oil and gas supplies.

1. The UK benefits from significant domestic production of oil and gas. More
than two-thirds of our road fuel comes from domestic production.

2. Russian oil is already being ostracised by the market, with nearly 70% of



Russian oil currently struggling to find a buyer, and in a competitive global
market demand will quickly be met by alternative suppliers.

3. Russia produces only a fraction of the fuel products currently imported to
the UK, with the vast majority coming from reliable suppliers like the USA,
Netherlands, Sweden, Belgium and Saudi Arabia.

4. Russian oil imports as a percentage of total demand (DUKES 2020):

Petrol, 0%
Jet fuel, 5%
Heating oil, 0%
Diesel, 18%
Gas oil (such as red diesel), 1%
Fuel oil, 0%
All oil imports, 8%

Government names preferred candidate
for Charity Commission Chair

News story

Orlando Fraser is the Government’s preferred candidate for the Charity
Commission Chair, the Culture Secretary Nadine Dorries announced today.

Orlando Fraser has been a commercial barrister for nearly 30 years,
practising at 4 Stone Buildings. He was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 2014.
Previously he served on the board of the Charity Commission from 2013 to
2017, where he acted as one of two statutory legal members and Chaired the
Governance & Remuneration Committee as well as the Policy & Guidance
Committee. Orlando has also served on the Civil Justice Council and the
National Council for Voluntary Organisations’ Advisory Council.

Orlando’s involvement in the voluntary sector stretches back to 1992, when he
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took an aid convoy to Bosnia to help its Muslim population. Since then he has
served on the Management Committee of a West London refuge for women victims
of domestic abuse, served as a Governor of Ilfracombe College, edited the
voluntary sector sections of Centre of Social Justice’s “Breakdown Britain”
and “Breakthrough Britain” reports, and supported the Rugby Portobello Trust
charity through the 2017 Grenfell tragedy. Apart from the Rugby Portobello
Trust, Orlando supports a number of other charities.

Orlando says:

As I know from experience, the Charity Commission is a much-
respected independent regulator, supervising world-class charities.
I am honoured to be offered the responsibility of chairing it going
forward.

Orlando Fraser will now appear before MPs on the Digital, Culture, Media and
Sport Select Committee for pre-appointment scrutiny (date to be confirmed).

Under the terms of the legislation, the appointment is made by the Secretary
of State. The appointment process for this role was conducted in line with
the Governance Code on Public Appointments with due process followed at all
times.

Ministers were assisted in their decision-making by an Advisory Assessment
Panel which included a departmental official and a senior independent panel
member approved by the Commissioner for Public Appointments.

ENDS

Notes to editors

The appointment is for a term of three years. The role is for two and a
half days per week, remunerated at £62,500 per annum.
This appointment is made in accordance with the Cabinet Office’s
Governance Code for Public Appointments.
The regulation of public appointments against the requirements of this
code is carried out by the Commissioner for Public Appointments.
In accordance with the Code, it should be publicly disclosed if a
successful candidate, has, in the last five years, been employed by a
political party, held a significant office in a party, has stood as a
candidate for a party in an election, has publicly spoken on behalf of a
political party, or has made significant donations or loans to a party.
Orlando Fraser has not declared any political activity in line with
these requirements.
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