Motorists to avoid annual EU price
hike thanks to Brexit powers

e contentious EU motor insurance rule scrapped in UK as Bill passes
through Parliament

e cost-of-living boost as British motorists spared roughly £50 yearly
insurance hike, with motorsports sector protected from potential
collapse

e Vnuk law could have required vehicles, such as golf buggies and ride-on
lawnmowers, used on private land to be insured

British motorists will be spared a possible £50 annual insurance hike, as the
government continues to assist with cost-of-living pressures and uses post-
Brexit freedoms to scrap a controversial EU law.

A bill to scrap the EU’s Vnuk motor insurance law has passed through
Parliament today (25 April 2022) and will go on to receive royal assent to
confirm changes in the law.

The EU law could have required a wider range of vehicles beyond cars and
motorbikes to have motor insurance, such as golf buggies, mobility scooters
and quad bikes.

It would have extended to vehicles on private land, meaning even people with
a ride-on lawnmower at home would have potentially required motor insurance.
However, other insurance options are already available to people who need
cover on their private land, such as farmers.

Not implementing the law will prevent an almost £2 billion hike for the
country’s insurance industry, which would have translated into a potential
increase in individual insurance premiums of around £50 per motorist per
year.

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said:
Sacking this nonsensical EU rule will protect the pockets of hard-

working British people as we continue to help ease cost of living
pressures.

This is another Brexit win and I'm delighted this bill has
rightfully passed through Parliament, saving billions of pounds of
additional insurance costs and protecting our world-leading
motorsports sector.

The bill was introduced to Parliament by Peter Bone MP, who said:

I am delighted that Brexit has allowed me to promote a bill that
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could save the average motorist £50 per year.

I am grateful for the help that the Motor Insurers’ Bureau and the
government provided in drafting the bill. My Motor Vehicles
(Compulsory Insurance) Bill is just a small example of our Brexit
dividend.

Vnuk would have also covered motorsports collisions, potentially involving
vehicles from go-karting to Formula One, which would have been treated as
regular road traffic incidents requiring insurance.

This could have decimated the motorsports industry due to additional
insurance costs of roughly £458 million every single year. Scrapping Vnuk
will therefore save the world-leading sector from potential collapse and
secure hundreds of thousands of industry jobs in the process.

The CEO of The Motor Insurers’ Bureau (MIB), Dominic Clayden, said:

The MIB welcomes the passing of the Motor Vehicles (Compulsory
Insurance) Bill. We have campaigned on this issue for a number of
years and we’re delighted that the necessary legislation to remove
the effects of Vnuk has now passed.

Motorists will no longer be faced with the additional costs
relating to future accidents on private land and accidents
involving a range of extra vehicles — including lawnmowers and golf
carts. This will save all motorists money and take us back to the
commonsense approach we had before the Vnuk ruling in 2014.

In addition to the likely financial burden on British road users, the Vnuk
rules are considered unnecessary as there are already insurance packages
available to Brits that cover certain risks on private land.

Motor insurance will still be required for any vehicles being driven on roads
or other public places. However, the removal of Vnuk means insurance for
vehicles used on private land is not needed.

Managed move of claimants to Universal
Credit set to restart

e Government outlines plans to resume helping claimants move to Universal
Credit by end of 2024
e Universal Credit successfully supported millions during the pandemic
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All benefit claimants will be moved over to Universal Credit by the end of
2024, with moves from legacy schemes resuming next month, the Department for
Work and Pensions announced today.

Today’s announcement reaffirms the Government’s target to complete the
programme. The restart follows a pause to the process during the pandemic
when staff were focused on supporting the surge of new claimants to Universal
Credit.

The six benefits being replaced all have complex and inefficient systems
based on aging, inflexible IT. Universal Credit uses a modern, digital system
which stood up to the test of Covid-19 where it quickly ensured three million
new claimants were protected from the financial impact of the pandemic.

Universal Credit also provides claimants with one to one individually
tailored support to help them into employment or to further their career, and
people with a health condition or disability who cannot work could receive
almost £350 a month on top of the Universal Credit standard

allowance. Additional support remains available for those in need, including
the Household Support Fund and Discretionary Housing Payments.

The process will resume on 9 May and will be carefully managed. Claimants
will gradually be notified of when they will be asked to move to Universal
Credit so as to complete the process by 2024.

Everyone moving over from legacy benefits will have their entitlement to
Universal Credit assessed against their current claims, with top up payments
available for eligible claimants whose entitlement would have been reduced
because of the change — ensuring they receive the same entitlement as on a
legacy system. These will continue unless their circumstances alter.

Secretary of State for Work and Pensions Thérése Coffey said:

Over five million people are already supported by Universal Credit.
It is a dynamic system which adjusts as people earn more or indeed
less, and simplifies our safety net for those who cannot work.

Parliament voted to end the complex web of six legacy benefits in
2012, and as this work approaches its conclusion we are fully
transitioning to a modern benefit, suited to the 21st century.

Although notifications will be gradually sent out across the country, people
who are currently claiming legacy benefits do not have to wait to be moved to
Universal Credit. Anyone who thinks they will be better off can move straight
away. Claimants can check their entitlement for Universal Credit using an
independent benefits calculator.

People who are unsure whether they would be better off should wait to be
moved as the transitional protection top up payments only apply to claimants
moved by DWP, and people cannot reclaim their old benefits after switching to
Universal Credit.
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Claimants can also use the separate Help to Claim service for support.

A dedicated helpline — signposted on the notice claimants receive — will
provide support to make their Universal Credit claim, and guidance will also
be available online. Those in need of further support can also visit their
local jobcentre.

Claimants moving to Universal Credit will receive a two-week run-on of their
Income Support, Income-Based Jobseeker’s Allowance, or Income-Related
Employment and Support Allowance. Those moving from Housing Benefit will
receive a two-week Transition to Universal Credit Housing Payment.

e ALl legacy benefits will be coming to an end. These are: Income-Related
Employment and Support Allowance, Income-Based Jobseeker’s Allowance,
Working Tax Credit, Child Tax Credit, Income Support and Housing Benefit
for those of working age.

e The Department today published its Completing the move to Universal
Credit document.

Media enquiries for this press release — 0115 965 8781

Follow DWP on:

Delivering on the Glasgow Climate Pact
in a changing world

Good afternoon.
Thank you President Monaco, and thank you Dean Kyte for inviting me to Tufts.

Rachel, thank you for all your fabulous support and invaluable advice in the
lead up to COP26. And for your friendship, which I value greatly.

Ladies and gentlemen, when Charles Tufts was asked what he planned to do with
his land, and his “bleak hill over in Medford,” he is said to have replied,
“I will put a light on it.”

That he did, laying the foundation for a world leading academic institution.

And today, in that tradition, I want to try and shed some light on today’s
climate politics in what is a changing world.

The world today

The intersection of individually devastating world events is making global
geopolitics incredibly challenging.
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The world has endured a devastating Pandemic.
Vladimir Putin has launched an illegal and brutal invasion of Ukraine.

I do not think anyone can fail to be moved by the harrowing images that we
are seeing everyday from that war.

And it is vital for the international community to stand shoulder to shoulder
with the brave people of Ukraine and provide them with the support that they
need.

In a recent speech by the Managing Director of the International Monetary
Fund, Kristalina Georgieva, she described our current situation as, “a crisis
on top of a crisis”, with the effects of war and the effects of covid
colliding.

We are seeing inflation on the rise.
Growth forecasts are being downgraded.

To echo Ms Georgieva, this is “the most universally complex policy
environment of our lifetime”.

So the question that I want to address today is what this means for
international climate politics.

Because there are some who have asked me whether on the issue of climate
action the world can, so to speak, both walk and chew gum at the same time.

Whether, against the backdrop of today’s conflicts and crises, the focus on
climate will fade, as more immediate threats and risks engulf the bandwidth
of world leaders.

Why climate ambition can survive

Quite simply, it must not.

We cannot allow that to happen.

The stakes are too high.

The chronic threat of climate change is not going away.

I do not think it is any exaggeration to say that this decade will determine
the future of our planet.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change recently released its latest
report.

This synthesised 18,000 scientific papers, and was agreed by almost 200
countries.

And its findings were unequivocal.



To keep alive the ambition of limiting the rise in global temperature to 1.5
degrees celsius, which the science tells us will avoid the worst effects of
climate change, global emissions must peak before 2025 and must all but halve
by 2030.

Ladies and gentlemen, this is a decisive decade for our planet. It is the
decisive decade.

I think we all know that the invasion of Ukraine will define 2022 and is
rightly the focus of the international community.

And of course, the world must deal with the impact of the immediate global
crisis on energy markets and the soaring cost of living that is affecting
very many millions across the world.

It would be illogical to suggest otherwise.

I was candid about this when I spoke to a room full of energy and climate
ministers at the International Energy Agency’s Annual Ministerial Meeting
last month in Paris.

I told them I understood that governments need to deal with their immediate
and acute energy needs.

They need to keep the lights on.
They need to keep homes heated.
They need to make sure that factories continue to operate.

Yet I also cautioned against losing the long-term view in response to the
pressures of the present.

And I urged them to continue moving away from dirty fossil fuels and
accelerate faster towards a clean energy future,

To stick with their medium and longer-term emission reduction targets.
We all know doing that is absolutely vital to protecting the planet.

The power sector alone accounts for around a quarter of global emissions.
And we know that its future is clean.

Solar and wind power are now cheaper than coal and gas in the majority of
countries, and they are creating very many good green jobs around the world.

The US is taking welcome steps to increase clean power production.

And at COP26, India announced that 50 percent of its energy requirements will
be met from renewables by 2030.

China is one of the world’s top investors in domestic renewables capacity.



The current energy crisis has also demonstrated the broader benefits of this
shift to clean power.

It has made clear that homegrown renewables and clean energy, the price of
which cannot be manipulated from afar are the best option for domestic energy
security.

And frankly, governments know this.

Yes, countries are scrambling to deal with immediate supply issues, as they
must.

But at the same time, they are announcing plans to accelerate the move to
clean power, which will decrease fossil fuel demand in the longer-term.

Take the European Commission who have announced that the European Union will
increase renewables deployment to help reduce dependency on Russian
hydrocarbons.

In the United Kingdom, we have recently published our own Energy Security
Strategy.

We already have the second biggest offshore wind market in the world.

And we are going to significantly accelerate our deployment of wind, of
solar, of nuclear, of hydrogen, which could see 95% of electricity become low
carbon by 2030.

OQur target is to be 100% carbon free in our electricity mix by 2035.
Increasingly, moving to net zero emissions, is a matter of security.

So the immediate energy crisis need not damage long-term action on climate
change.

And whilst the global political environment is undoubtedly difficult,

I believe climate can largely remain a sanctuary of cooperation within a
splintered global politics.

That is precisely what we saw at COP26, including in the US-China Joint
Declaration on climate action that was also launched in Glasgow.

The challenging global context did not begin in 2022.

Last year we saw violence erupt, wars drag onward, and relations between old
friends and allies strain, all as the pandemic raged around the world.

But amidst all this, 197 countries came together at COP26 in Glasgow and we
agreed the Glasgow Climate Pact.

Why did they do this? Because a collective self interest had emerged.

The risks of climate change have become ever clearer to every government.



The science is increasingly stark and the extreme weather is growing in
frequency and ferocity.

Over the past 12 months, we have seen devastating floods in South Africa,
China and Australia.

Wildfires have raged here in the US and Australia.

And it is a fact that climate change does not, at the end of the day,
recognise borders.

Meanwhile, the economic opportunities presented by the move to net zero are
undeniable, and the calls to action from young people, many of you here, and
civil society have become louder, literally around the world.

As a result, despite their differences, countries realised it was in their
interests to cooperate at COP26 and make real progress on climate.

And they did.
The Glasgow Climate Pact
The Glasgow Climate Pact is a historic agreement.

It does keep alive the possibility of limiting the average rise in global
temperature to 1.5 degrees celsius.

It calls on countries to phase-down unabated coal power and phase-out
inefficient fossil fuel subsidies.

It contains big commitments on climate mitigation, on adaptation and on
finance.

And it also sets out a way forward on the crucial issue of loss and damage.

I believe such commitments chart a clearer course to a clean future, and they
do so more than ever before.

But they will come to nothing unless we turn them into action.

You will have seen a recent study in the journal Nature found that if all the
commitments made at COP26 are honoured on time, we will limit the rise in
global temperature to below two degrees centigrade.

There are many scientists here who will be familiar with the climate science.

Before the Paris Agreement was signed, scientists told us that we were
heading for a 4 degree celsius rise in global temperatures.

After Paris it was 3 degrees Celsius.
The Glasgow Climate Pact has bent the curve to below 2 degrees.

The world is moving in the right direction.



Of course, the recent IPCC report, sounded a stark warning that the window of
time we have left to keep 1.5 C alive is closing rapidly,

but also contained hope.
It showed that the rate of growth in global emissions is slowing,

that economic growth can be achieved alongside ambitious emissions
reductions.

And that halving emissions by 2030 is possible.
We have the technologies available.
So we have got to seize this opportunity.

We have got to accelerate the shift to a zero emissions future, and we must
deliver on the promises made in the historic Glasgow Climate Pact, turning
commitments into action.

And that, ladies and gentlemen, is the focus of the UK’'s COP26 Presidency
year.

Delivering on Glasgow
And we are pressing all governments to deliver on their commitments.

Ahead of Glasgow, we held a meeting of Ministers in person in London in July
2021.

That wasn’t easy mid-pandemic.
But it helped us make real progress.

So next month, the COP27 President Designate and I will co-chair a meeting of
a representative group of ministers from around the world in Denmark.

We will be focusing on the implementation of commitments which have been
made.

Before COP26, together with great support from the German and Canadian
governments, we published a Delivery Plan on the $100billion-a-year of
climate finance that developed countries have promised developing countries.

This showed how the $100billion goal would be met, and helped to build trust
and confidence.

Now, of course developing countries want to see progress on this plan.

I am urging all developed countries to deliver on the finance commitments
they have made and put funds on the table.

To slightly adapt Tom Cruise’s immortal line from the movie Jerry Maguire,
“show us the money”.



President Biden’s commitment to double US climate finance to $11.4 billion by
2024 is critical to the $100billion goal.

And I very much hope that Congress will approve the proposed increase to
$11billion for the 2023 financial year.

On emissions reductions, the G20, which accounts for around 80 percent of
global emissions, is an absolute priority for me.

I am urging every nation in that group to honour the Glasgow Climate Pact,
and revisit and strengthen their 2030 emissions reduction targets, as
necessary, to align with the Paris Agreement temperature goals.

And to do that before the end of this year.

I know from the discussions I have had with Ministers in several countries,
that we can expect further, new NDC submissions during the course of this
year.

But as well as urging governments to act individually we are bringing them
together, to act collectively, as we did around COP26.

We have established forums for international collaboration around vital
sectors to accelerate a clean transition, such as the COP26 Energy Transition
Council.

I am in regular discussions with our friends in the German Government, who
have made climate a priority for their G7 Presidency year.

I was recently in Jakarta to urge Indonesia to keep a focus on climate
through their G20 Presidency.

And I want us to use the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Rwanda
this year to also make progress.

Without finance, climate action globally is going to be well-nigh impossible.

So, I recently co-chaired a meeting in Berlin of G7 ministers, and
multilateral development banks, on expanding what we call “Just Energy
Transition Partnerships”.

The aim of these is to provide tailored support to developing nations to help
fund their energy transitions.

We launched one at COP26, the South Africa Just Energy Transition
Partnership, which will mobilise an initial $8.5 billion.

Now there is real momentum behind expanding this model to other countries.
It was a key theme of my discussions during the World Bank Spring Meetings.

At the end of the day, it’'s detailed delivery plans and innovative funding
mechanisms are how we turn promises into reality.



And I have to say based on the conversations I have had over the past few
days, that I believe there is a real commitment to driving progress on
climate change.

Climate vulnerable countries

Harnessing this momentum to deliver for developing countries is a big focus
for me.

We must never forget that these nations are suffering the most from climate
change despite having done next to nothing to cause the crisis.

That, my friends, is a stark injustice which, when you have witnessed it up
close, is devastating.

I have spoken to communities in Nepal who have been forced to flee from their
villages because of a combination of droughts and melting glaciers, all of
this caused by climate change.

Last year I went to Barbuda. Standing in the middle of the island, four years
on from Hurricane Irma, there is still devastation:

Buildings with the roofs blown off, walls crumbling.

So championing the interests of developing countries, those countries most
vulnerable to climate change, has been a priority for me as COP26 President,
and it will continue to be so.

That is not only because it is a moral imperative.

It is a moral imperative.

But because on climate, the world will only succeed or indeed fail as one.
Conclusion

This is a global challenge that requires a global solution.

And that can only be achieved through collaboration, cooperation, and
support.

To borrow a phrase, we need guardianship of the planet, by the planet and for
the planet, if the earth is not to perish on our watch.

And though the international stage is complex, it’s crowded and it’s
conflicted, we can and we must deliver.

Thank you.




Bird keepers urged to maintain
scrupulous biosecurity standards as
housing measures set to be lifted

The mandatory housing measures for poultry and captive birds, which were
introduced across the United Kingdom to help stop the spread of bird flu,
will be lifted from 00:01 on Monday 2 May 2022, the Chief Veterinary Officers
have confirmed today.

Poultry and other captive birds will no longer need to be housed, unless they
are in a Protection Zone, and will be allowed to be kept outside. While the
risk of bird flu has been reduced to ‘medium’ for premises with poor
biosecurity, the enhanced biosecurity requirements that were brought in as
part of the Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) will remain in force as
infection may still be circulating in the environment for several more weeks.
All poultry gatherings will remain banned.

Those who intend to allow their birds outside are advised to use the upcoming
days to prepare their outside areas for the release of their birds. This will
include cleansing and disinfection of hard surfaces, fencing off ponds or
standing water and reintroduction of wild bird deterrents.

The UK has faced its largest ever outbreak of bird flu with over 100 cases
confirmed across the country since late October. Scrupulous biosecurity is
the most effective method of disease control available and all bird keepers
should apply enhanced measures at all times to prevent the risk of future
outbreaks.

In a joint statement, the four Chief Veterinary Officers said:

Whilst the lifting of the mandatory housing measures will be
welcome news to bird keepers, scrupulous biosecurity remains the
most critical form of defence to help keep your birds safe.

It is thanks to the hard work of all bird keepers and vets, who
have played their part in keeping flocks safe this winter, that we
are in a position to take this action. However, the recent cases of
avian influenza show that it’'s vital that bird keepers remain
vigilant for signs of disease and maintain stringent standards of
biosecurity.

The Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) will remain in force across the
UK, with only the housing measures component being lifted from Monday 2nd

May. This means all bird keepers (whether they have pet birds, a commercial
sized or a backyard flock) must be diligent in continuing to take effective
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and precautionary biosecurity measures including cleansing and disinfecting
equipment, clothing and vehicles, limiting access to non-essential people on
their sites, and workers changing clothing and footwear before entering and
when leaving bird enclosures.

Poultry and captive bird keepers must be vigilant for any signs of disease in
their birds and any wild birds, and seek prompt advice from their vet if they
have any concerns.

All bird keepers must:

e cleanse and disinfect clothing, footwear, equipment and vehicles before
and after contact with poultry and captive birds — if practical, use
disposable protective clothing

e reduce the movement of people, vehicles or equipment to and from areas
where poultry and captive birds are kept, to minimise contamination from
manure, slurry and other products, and use effective vermin control

e thoroughly cleanse and disinfect housing on a continuous basis

e keep fresh disinfectant at the right concentration at all farm and
poultry housing entry and exit points

e minimise direct and indirect contact between poultry and captive birds
and wild birds, including making sure all feed and water is not
accessible to wild birds

We would encourage all keepers to register their flocks with the Animal and
Plant Health Agency. For poultry this is a legal requirement if you have 50
birds or more (poultry includes chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, pigeon (bred
for meat), partridge, quail, guinea fowl and pheasants). In Northern Ireland
this applies to all birds except those kept within your home. Registration
forms are available here or by contacting your local DAERA Direct Regional
Office. Registering with us means that we will be able to contact you with
information or action required should an outbreak happen near you.

Change of Her Majesty’s Ambassador to
Azerbaijan: Fergus Auld

Press release

Mr Fergus Auld OBE has been appointed Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the
Republic of Azerbaijan.
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Mr Fergus Auld OBE has been appointed Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the
Republic of Azerbaijan in succession to Mr James Lyall Sharp. Mr Auld will
take up his appointment during August 2022.

Full name: Fergus Stephen Auld

Married to: Amy Louise Auld
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FCDO, Head, South Asia Department and India Coordinator
FCO, Head, Talent, Diversity and Learning and Development
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Moscow, Political Counsellor
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New Delhi, Head, Climate Change and Energy Unit later First
Secretary (Climate Change)
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Bangkok, Second Secretary (Press and Public Affairs)
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FCO, Desk Officer, Nuclear Non-Proliferation
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