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A series of parliamentary questions have been tabled to establish the extent
of a Scottish Government minister “ring around” following Nicola Sturgeon’s
referendum announcement.

It was reported today that ministers spent the day contacting companies and
trade bodies to discuss the new break-up plans.

This is despite the SNP saying it is focused on the day job, and that areas
like education and health are its “priority”.

According to reports, one recipient of a phone call said the minister in
question was keen to “allay fears” surrounding a new vote, and that it might
not happen until after Brexit was concluded.

On the same day, it emerged a school in education secretary John Swinney’s
local area was appealing to parents to come in and help with maths tuition,
such was the shortage of teachers.

And today, figures have revealed accident and emergency departments across
the country – including at Scotland’s newest flagship hospital – continue to
miss targets.

Scottish Conservative deputy leader Jackson Carlaw said:

“This is a farcical use of government ministers’ time when they are supposed
to be focused on the day job.

“Schools are having to ask parents to come in and fill teaching gaps, people
are waiting too long at A&E and Police Scotland is in crisis.

“Yet the SNP thinks the best use of senior ministers’ time is to embark on a
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ludicrous ring around of businesses to put down a marker on independence –
surely more appropriately a job for SNP party apparatchiks?

“Nicola Sturgeon’s statement that her government’s priority is matters such
as education is now exposed as a lie.

“The SNP should reveal exactly who spent time on these calls, who they were
to, what was said, and exactly what the nationalists thought would be
achieved by making them.”

Reports of the ring around are here:

https://order-order.com/2017/03/14/snp-ring-around-played-down-referendum-cha
nces/

Below is a list of questions submitted today by Scottish Conservative chief
whip John Lamont:

TATSG to publish a record of all phone calls made between Scottish Government
Ministers and the Scottish Chambers of Commerce, CBI Scotland and other
business organisations in the week leading up to – and including – 13 March
2017.

TATSG to release all correspondence between Scottish Government Ministers and
the Scottish Chambers of Commerce, CBI Scotland and other business
organisations in the week leading up to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish a record of all meetings between Scottish Government
Ministers and the Scottish Chambers of Commerce, CBI Scotland and other
business organisations in the week leading up to – and including – 13 March
2017.

TATSG to publish all minutes of discussions between Scottish Government
Ministers and the Scottish Chambers of Commerce, CBI Scotland and other
business organisations in the week leading up to – and including – 13 March
2017.

TATSG to publish a record of all phone calls made between Scottish Government
Ministers and financial organisations in the week leading up to – and
including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to release all correspondence between Scottish Government Ministers and
financial organisations in the week leading up to – and including – 13 March
2017.

TATSG to publish a record of all meetings between Scottish Government
Ministers and financial organisations in the week leading up to – and
including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish all minutes of discussions between Scottish Government
Ministers and financial organisations in the week leading up to – and
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including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish a record of all phone calls made between Scottish Government
Ministers and the NHS, Royal Colleges and other medical stakeholders in the
week leading up to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to release all correspondence between Scottish Government Ministers and
the NHS, Royal Colleges and other medical stakeholders in the week leading up
to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish a record of all meetings between Scottish Government
Ministers and the NHS, Royal Colleges and other medical stakeholders in the
week leading up to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish all minutes of discussions between Scottish Government
Ministers and the NHS, Royal Colleges and other medical stakeholders in the
week leading up to – and including – 13 March 2017.   T

ATSG to publish a record of all phone calls made between Scottish Government
Ministers and the SPA, Police Scotland and other justice stakeholders in the
week leading up to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to release all correspondence between Scottish Government Ministers and
the SPA, Police Scotland and other justice stakeholders in the week leading
up to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish a record of all meetings between Scottish Government
Ministers and the SPA, Police Scotland and other justice stakeholders in the
week leading up to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish all minutes of discussions between Scottish Government
Ministers and the SPA, Police Scotland and other justice stakeholders in the
week leading up to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish a record of all phone calls made between Scottish Government
Ministers and colleges, universities and other education stakeholders in the
week leading up to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to release all correspondence between Scottish Government Ministers and
colleges, universities and other education stakeholders in the week leading
up to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish a record of all meetings between Scottish Government
Ministers colleges, universities and other education stakeholders in the week
leading up to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish all minutes of discussions between Scottish Government
Ministers and colleges, universities and other education stakeholders in the
week leading up to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish a record of all phone calls made between Scottish Government
Ministers and farming organisations, rural affairs bodies and other
agricultural stakeholders in the week leading up to – and including – 13



March 2017.

TATSG to publish all correspondence between Scottish Government Ministers and
farming organisations, rural affairs bodies and other agricultural
stakeholders in the week leading up to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish a record of all meetings between Scottish Government
Ministers and farming organisations, rural affairs bodies and other
agricultural stakeholders in the week leading up to – and including – 13
March 2017.

TATSG to publish all minutes of discussions between Scottish Government
Ministers and farming organisations, rural affairs bodies and other
agricultural stakeholders in the week leading up to – and including – 13
March 2017.

TATSG to publish a record of all phone calls made between Scottish Government
Ministers and charities and third sector stakeholders in the week leading up
to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish all correspondence between Scottish Government Ministers and
charities and third sector stakeholders in the week leading up to – and
including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish a record of all meetings between Scottish Government
Ministers and charities and third sector stakeholders in the week leading up
to – and including – 13 March 2017.

TATSG to publish all minutes of discussions between Scottish Government
Ministers and charities and third sector stakeholders in the week leading up
to – and including – 13 March 2017

News story: Joint Forces Command
celebrates International Women’s Day

The special guest and keynote speaker for the event was Ambassador Marriet
Schuurman, NATO Special Representative for Women, Peace, and Security.

JFC, which develops and manages the supporting frameworks for successful
operations for joint forces in the UK and across the world, jointly hosted
the event with NATO on Monday 6 March at its headquarters in Northwood,
Middlesex.

The event was attended by approximately 100 people ranging from UK military,
civil servants and defence contractors to military from NATO member
countries. The key theme of the day was transformational management and
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leadership.

During her keynote speech, Ambassador Marriet Schuurman spoke about the
importance of gender equality. She said:

Gender equality for NATO is not optional; it is fundamental. It
allows us to respond smarter and better to today’s security
challenges. Mixed teams perform better and smarter. Diversity is
our strength.

The ambassador also referenced the United Nations Security Council Resolution
(UNSCR) 1325, which recognises the disproportionate impact that war and
conflict has on women and children. She said:

Resolution 1325 is an agenda for change, an agenda for sustainable
peace and security by being inclusive.

She continued:

Every change process requires great leadership. Change always faces
challenge and resistance. We must promote gender equality as a
matter of effectiveness, and make it relevant for the security
challenges of today.

Two panel discussions were also held to explore the themes of how leadership
can be transformed and leadership challenges in a diverse culture with
representatives from JFC, MOD and Foreign and Commonwealth Office leading the
discussions.



A panel discussion at JFC‘s International Women’s Day event on Monday 6 March
2017. Crown copyright. All rights reserved

Speaking during one of the panels, Vice Admiral Duncan Potts CB, Director
General Joint Force Development and Defence Academy said:

Diversity and inclusion are very important because without a
balanced number of women in our forces, we risk missing out on the
skills and expertise of 50% of the population. It’s really
important that we get the right people into our services. And it’s
crucial that we reflect the values of the society we protect.

Andy Helliwell, Director of Resources and Policy, JFC said:

I am very proud that JFC is the first part of the MOD that has a
more than 50% female civil servant workforce. We must strive to
ensure that this continues and that we promote the benefits of
diversity and inclusion to the wider MOD and indeed beyond other
government departments.
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The SNP’s independence plans have “unravelled within 24 hours”, the Scottish
Conservatives have said today – amid total confusion over the SNP’s stance on
EU membership.

In interviews this morning, SNP ministers failed to spell out whether an
independent Scotland would seek membership of the European Union.

It comes after Nicola Sturgeon was also unable to say whether an independent
Scotland would apply for full EU membership in her press conference
yesterday.

The Scottish Conservatives said the confusion only serves to underline the
“reckless” proposal for a rushed referendum – which would force people to
vote on “a pig in a poke”.

It comes after senior EU figures made it clear yesterday that an independent
Scotland would have to apply to become a member – even if an independence
referendum was held before Britain left the EU.

This is also the view of leading experts who have said that an independent
Scotland would have to apply as a new country to get into the EU after
independence.

Scottish Conservative leader Ruth Davidson said:

“The SNP’s plans to impose a referendum on independence on Scotland have
unravelled within 24 hours.

“Nicola Sturgeon is demanding that people are forced to make another choice
on their future in as little as 18 months. And yet faced with reasonable
questions about what independence means, she and her ministers cannot answer.

“We know Scotland will leave the EU along with the rest of the United Kingdom
in 2019. Yet the SNP can’t say whether an independent Scotland would then
seek full membership of the EU or not.

“This is the opposite of the informed choice proposed by Nicola Sturgeon. The
truth is she wants people to vote blind because she calculates this is the
best way to increase support for separation.
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“The First Minister is proposing the opposite of a fair, democratic vote –
she is demanding that people across Scotland vote on a pig in a poke.

“The SNP is trying to have it both ways.

“It is demanding a referendum because of our decision to leave the European
Union. But, in order to keep Leave voters on board, it won’t say whether
Scotland would seek to get back in.”​

Below are transcripts from various SNP ministers on radio this morning:

Studio: You talk about clarity being very clear on that. How would an
independent Scotland for example if it were to go that way, continue this
relationship with Europe? Because that would surely mean a whole re-
negotiation.

Fiona Hyslop MSP: Well, we have already set out a very comprehensive,
technically detailed paper, how all of the UK could have a continuing
relationship even outside the EU but continuing our relationship with the
single market, so that is indeed possible. But in terms of the EU
relationship future, much of course will depend on the views and opinions of
our colleagues in the capitals and indeed the institutions of Europe. The
European institutions are flexible and indeed the single market, the sheer
size of that single market, means that a continued relationship is really
important. The idea of having your very expensive customs tariffs in relation
to our goods and services will be a problem for not just for Scottish
business but for UK business. We want to make sure we can continue to trade
with the biggest single market in the world and that is very important to us.

Studio: How would you continue that relationship? Presumably, you are
imagining doing it, correct me if I am wrong, as an independent Scotland
which would, as the rules are at the moment, mean a renegotiation.

Fiona Hyslop MSP: We are in a period of complete and utter renegotiation
under Brexit. We do not know the terms of that. You are anticipating that I
will know and anticipate what the exact details will be of our independence
position, when we have the referendum, now that’s sometime off and we want to
make sure there’s clarity on our independence position and our future
relationship with the EU. A lot of it will depend on what state, what will be
the state of the transition, if we get a transition from the UK Government in
relation to exiting the EU, what will be the position of Scotland at the time
the UK leaves? We want to make sure there is a choice before the UK leaves
the EU and that is why we have that window of opportunity between autumn 2018
and spring 2019 but this has to be about choice. And that’s what we want to
offer the people of Scotland. We’ll perhaps be the only part of the United
Kingdom that can have a choice about whether this hard BREXIT deal is what we
want or not

Nicola Sturgeon answer to Brian Taylor yesterday….



Question (non-verbatim) – are you assuming you can continue Scottish
membership of the EU? If not, are you saying you’d definitely seek to re-join
Scotland to full membership?

Nicola Sturgeon: What I’m saying today very clearly is that for Scotland to
be in a position to negotiate in a timely fashion our own relationship with
Europe, it’s important that we indicate that desire and intention, before the
UK leaves, or at the very least within a short timeframe after they do so. To
leave it any longer than that would make that process more difficult. I do
accept that that will be a process of discussion. In terms of the second
clause of your question, the SNP’s long standing policy and commitment has
been to membership of the European Union. Obviously we are in different
circumstances now than we have been in the past, but that has been and
remains our position. But on this issue, as on all of the many other issues
that people will want to consider in advance of a choice, I’ve said very
clearly that we will set out our proposition in advance of that choice so
that it is an informed choice.
…

Question (non-verbatim) – What reassurances do you have from other EU members
that Scotland can be in or re-join?

Nicola Sturgeon: We have over the past 9 months been working very hard to
influence the UK Government’s negotiating position, and that has been partly
as a result of some of the advice and feedback we’ve had from other countries
across Europe, that if we wanted to seek a differential arrangement for
Scotland then Europe would be open to that, but it had to come through the
track of the UK Article 50 negotiations. So that has been our focus. Clearly
we will continue to discuss with the other countries of the European Union
and indeed with the institutions of the European Union. I know from my own
experience across Europe that there is an incredible warmth of feeling
towards Scotland, an incredible support, and a feeling that should Scotland
democratically choose to be an independent country, then that is something
that the EU would accept and respect and these discussions will continue no
doubt in the months to come.

News story: Veterans UK Customer
Satisfaction Survey 2017

At Veterans UK (part of Defence Business Services) we are always trying to
improve the services we deliver to our customers. One of the best ways to
understand how we can make improvements is to ask the people who use our
services how we can do better.

If you would like to tell us about your experiences, please complete our
Customer Satisfaction Survey 2017
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For more information on the services we deliver and how you can contact us,
please see Veterans UK.
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Nicola Sturgeon’s decision to hold another independence referendum has been
branded “utterly irresponsible” by Scottish Conservative leader Ruth
Davidson.

Earlier today the First Minister announced she wanted to hold a
second independence referendum next year.

This is despite previously saying she would only do so if the majority of
Scots wanted another vote, and that it was a “once in a generation” decision.

Repeated polling has shown not only opposition to independence, but
widespread objection to another referendum.

Scottish Conservative leader Ruth Davidson said:

“Nicola Sturgeon has today given up acting as First Minister for all of
Scotland.

“People have said time and again they do not want to go back to the division
of a second referendum.

“Nicola Sturgeon promised the 2014 referendum would be ‘once in a
generation’.

“Today she has ignored the majority in Scotland who do not want a referendum
and has decided instead to double down on division and uncertainty.

“The First Minister’s proposal offers Scotland the worst of all worlds. Her
timetable would force people to vote blind on the biggest political decision
a country could face.

“This is utterly irresponsible and has been taken by the First Minister
purely for partisan political reasons.
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“Both No and Yes voters have been urging her to put this to one side – but
because of her own rash decision to use Brexit in a bid to lever support for
independence, she has ignored them completely.

“Quite simply, today the First Minister has failed in her job to act in the
interests of all of us.”


