News story: System launched to help
tackle harms from new psychoactive
substances

Last year, according to the 2015 to 2016 Crime Survey for England and Wales,
one in 40 (2.5%) young adults aged 16 to 24 took a new psychoactive substance
and there is evidence of widespread use among vulnerable adults such as
prisoners and homeless people. Whilst specialist services are responding,
these harms are often poorly understood in frontline healthcare services and
there is little guidance available to them.

Public Health England (PHE) in collaboration with the Medicines and
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) is piloting a national system to
help better monitor the negative effects of NPS and share best treatment
practice across a variety of settings, including A&E, sexual health clinics,
mental health services, prison health services, drug treatment services and
GP surgeries.

The UK-wide, easy to use Report Illicit Drug Reaction (RIDR) system will be
accessible to all front line health staff. Information about the drug and its
effects will be recorded anonymously using an online portal. Data from the
tool will be analysed by experts to identify patterns of symptoms and harms.
This will be used to inform treatment guidance and help staff deal more
quickly with unknown substances, and improve patient safety.

Rosanna 0’'Connor, Director of Alcohol, Drugs and Tobacco at PHE, said:

The contents of NPS frequently change and their effects can be
dangerous and unpredictable. These substances can cause serious
problems to both mental and physical health.

Last year’s ban has helped reduce their easy availability, but we
are still seeing the most vulnerable groups, particularly, the
homeless, prisoners and some young people, suffering the greatest
harm from these substances.

The new RIDR system will help health staff better deal with the
emerging challenges we are seeing. We want to encourage all
frontline staff in settings such as A&E, sexual health clinics,
prisons, drug and mental health services, to use the system, which
over time will greatly increase our knowledge of these new
substances and ultimately improve patient care.

Dr Sarah Elise Finlay, Emergency Medicine Consultant, Imperial College
Healthcare NHS Trust, said:
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The information and advice provided by this new system will
ultimately ease some of the burden and stress of managing those
tricky overdose and poisoning cases in the early hours over the
weekend in emergency settings.

Emergency services are facing significant pressure, which is why
we’'ve made the RIDR system as easy as possible for health staff.
It’s great to know that, in future, help will be at hand for health
staff dealing with the harms of these often unknown new drugs.

More information, including on how to register, is available on the RIDR
website.

Minister moves to protect Welsh
language promotion and facilitation
grants for 2017-18

The money will provide core and project funding to 77 organisations over
2017-18 to deliver a variety of activities. Groups that will benefit directly
from this fund include:

e Yr Eisteddfod Genedlaethol

e Cymdeithas Eisteddfodau Cymru

e Mentrau Iaith

e Merched y Wawr

e Young Farmers Clubs Wales

e Papurau Bro Welsh — language local newsletters
e Urdd Gobaith Cymru

e Cymdeithas Cyfieithwyr Cymru

Minister for Life Long Learning and Welsh Language Alun Davies said:

“Our aim is to promote the use of Welsh in every day life across
the whole of Wales through opportunities to use the language, and
supporting organisations to protect and strengthen the position of
the Welsh language. These grants recognise the contribution of
these organisations to the future well-being of the language.

“I've always maintained that Government does not have a monopoly on
the future of the Welsh language. Many other bodies, both national
and local, societies, schools, employers, families and individuals,
all have their parts to play. The language is part of who we are
and it belongs to everyone.
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“All of us have a part to play in advancing its future and this
money will in no small part help us all towards realising our
shared ambition of one million Welsh speakers.”

1.17 lakh more affordable houses for
urban poor sanctioned under
PMAY (Urban)

Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation today approved construction
of 1,17,814 affordable houses for the benefit of urban poor in six States at
a total cost of Rs.5,773 cr for which central assistance of Rs.1,816 cr has
been approved, under the Prime Minister’s Awas Yojana (Urban).

News story: Additional hand luggage
restrictions on some flights to the UK

On Tuesday 21 March the government announced new aviation security measures
on all inbound direct flights to the UK from the following countries:

e Turkey
Lebanon

e Jordan

Egypt
Tunisia

e Saudi Arabia

Under the new arrangements, passengers boarding flights from these countries
to the UK will not be allowed to take phones, laptops and tablets which are
larger than:

e length: 16.0cm
e width: 9.3cm
e depth: 1.5cm

into the cabin of the plane. Passengers with these devices should check with
their airlines for more details on transporting these items.

The additional security measures may cause some disruption for passengers and
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flights, and we understand the frustration that will cause, but our top
priority will always be to maintain the safety of British nationals.

Direct flights to the UK from these destinations can continue to operate to
the UK subject to these new measures being in place. Travellers are advised
to keep up-to-date with the latest FCO travel advice and to check online with
their chosen carrier for further information.

Which devices are not allowed in the cabin?

e large phones
e all laptops
e all tablets and e-readers

Which flights and routes will this apply to?

These new measures will apply on all inbound direct flights travelling to the
UK from the following countries:

e Turkey
Lebanon
Jordan

Egypt
Tunisia
Saudi Arabia

Passengers travelling on these flights should check online with their carrier
if they require further information.

Should I cancel my trip? Is it still safe to go to
these countries?

These new measures are concerned with flights into the UK. The UK is not
stopping direct flights to and from those countries. Those with imminent
travel should contact their airline for further information. The Foreign and
Commonwealth Office also publishes travel advice.

What’s a ‘normal sized mobile phone’?

Most smart phones will be allowed in the cabin, including many common popular
handsets such as:

e iPhone 7 Plus

e Samsung Galaxy 7 Edge
e Samsung Galaxy Note 3
e LG G3

e Sony Xperia Z2

The new UK measures will mean that phones, laptops and tablets larger than:
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e length: 16.0cm
e width: 9.3cm
e depth: 1.5cm

will not be allowed in the cabin.

Can I take items purchased from duty free on board?

Any phones, laptops or tablets larger than the above dimensions will not be
allowed in the cabin, regardless of whether they were purchased in duty free.

Why are these measures not in place for flights
travelling from the UK?
This applies to inbound flights. The UK has some of the most robust aviation

security measures in the world but we keep this under constant review based
on assessment of risk.

More about hand luggage restrictions on electronic devices and items at UK
airports.

What about any costs incurred as a result of this?
And what if I want to cancel my flight can I get
compensation?

This is matter for the airlines. We encourage them to take a customer focused
approach.

How long will these measures be in place?

The UK has some of the most robust aviation security measures in the world
and we will continue to take all the steps we believe are necessary to put in
place security measures we believe will be effective and proportionate. We
keep our aviation security measures under constant review.

Is this in response to a specific threat?

It is long standing government policy not to comment on intelligence matters.

Why isn’t the UK following the US and banning all
personal electronic devices from the cabin, why
only phones, laptops and tablets?

We are confident these measures are proportionate and effective.


https://www.gov.uk/hand-luggage-restrictions/electronic-devices-and-electrical-items
https://www.gov.uk/hand-luggage-restrictions/electronic-devices-and-electrical-items

What happens to passengers travelling from
countries unaffected by the measures who are
transferring to an affected flight?

Transfer passengers who board a flight on a route affected will be subject to
the measures.

Petroleum Minister meets Mr
Showkutally Soodhun, Vice-Prime
Minister of Mauritius

Minister of State (I/C) for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Shri Dharmendra
Pradhan met H.E. Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Housing and Lands of
Mauritius, Mr Shokutally Soodhun. Mr Soodhun is on a three day visit to India
for the meetng of the Joint Committee on Hydrography and to further
strengthen India-Mauritius bilateral maritime cooperation.
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