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$730 million to secure Mersey Hospital

The Turnbull Government will provide $730 million to secure the Mersey
Community Hospital’s future, give certainty to 470 staff and deliver vital
health services for the people of North-West Tasmania.

The Commonwealth and Tasmanian Governments have reached an agreement to
ensure the Mersey Community Hospital, which has 100 beds, remains a key
health service for Devonport and surrounding regions.

The Commonwealth purchased the Mersey in 2007 amid community concern about
the downgrading of services and the hospital has had no long term funding
agreement since.

Under the new agreement, ownership of the Mersey will transfer from the
Commonwealth to Tasmania on 1 July 2017. The Commonwealth will provide $730
million upfront so the Tasmanian Government can run the hospital for the next
decade. The Mersey will then operate in the same way as other public
hospitals.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull said this provided valuable long-term
certainty to the hospital’s 470 staff and patients, and delivers on the
Turnbull Government’s determination to ensure all Australians have access to
high quality, well-funded healthcare.

The terms of the agreement will ensure the continued delivery of the best
possible health services to North-West Tasmanians.

Premier Will Hodgman said the $730 million payment, which will be fully
exempt from GST calculations, is the biggest single cash transfer from the
Federal Government to the Tasmanian Government ever.

The Mersey is a crucial part of Tasmania’s health system, and critical North-
West health infrastructure, and it is important the two Governments have been
able to deliver the long-term certainty for the hospital the community
deserves.
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The Tasmanian Government will now be able to manage its public hospital
system as a whole, meeting the community’s health needs in the years ahead.

As a ‘different’ Darfur has emerged
since 2003, exit strategy for AU-UN
mission being considered

4 April 2017 – The African Union (AU) and the United Nations are actively
discussing with the Government of Sudan how best to configure a strategy for
AU-UN peacekeeping to eventually leave Darfur, the head of that operation
said today.

“In view of the current circumstances in Darfur, a pragmatic reconfiguration
of UNAMID [the AU-UN Hybrid Operation in Darfur] will become necessary and
the AU and UN will have to focus on how best that could be done without
compromising the gains thus far made,” the Joint Special Representative,
Jeremiah Mamabolo, told the Security Council.

He said that from 5 to 17 March, UNAMID received an AU-UN strategic review
team, which met with the Government of Sudan in Khartoum and Darfur, and
travelled throughout the Darfur region. UNAMID awaits the outcome of these
deliberations.

The three strategic priorities established by the Council in 2014 continue to
provide a framework within which UNAMID implements its mandate to protect
civilians, mitigate inter-communal conflicts and mediate between the
Government and the non-signatory armed movements.

“The Darfur of today is a very different place from what this region was in
2003, when the armed conflict began, and from that of a year ago,” Mr.
Mamabolo said, noting that fighting between Sudanese Government forces and
the main three non-signatory armed movements has considerably diminished.

VIDEO: Briefing the Security Council, Joint Special Representative Jeremiah
N. Mamabolo urges African Union and UN to focus on the best strategy for
their joint mission without compromising the gains that have been made.

The past three months have also witnessed a continued reduction in the number
of inter-communal security incidents, in particular as a result of the more
effective involvement of the native administrations and the impact of
security measures by State Governments, leading to an increased number of
peace agreements.
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Further, UNAMID has not seen any new displacement in 2017. Cooperation with
the Government has noticeably improved in terms of humanitarian access.
UNAMID and the UN country team have repeatedly been able to visit previously
off-limits areas in Jebel Marra while UN humanitarian partners are commencing
regular helicopter flights to Golo.

However, efforts by the AU High-level Implementation Panel (AUHIP) to get
warring parties to sign a cessation of hostilities agreement and start direct
negotiations towards an inclusive peace agreement to end the conflict have
remained inconclusive, Mr. Mamabolo said.

Although Sudan Liberation Army/Abdul Wahid al-Nur (SLA/AW) is no longer
capable of mounting and sustaining significant military operations, it
continues to refuse to join the peace process and seems to want to continue
to fight, he explained.

“We would like to appeal to this Council and those with influence and
leverage on him to persuade him to recognize the importance of a political
settlement and desist from bringing more suffering to the very people that he
professes to represent,” Mr. Mamabolo said.

Health care goals in Indonesia can be
reached only if challenges are
addressed – UN expert

4 April 2017 – Indonesia is on track to develop a sustainable and equitable
healthcare system, but problems related to access and quality of services
persist, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to health,
Dainius Puras, said today.

“Despite commendable efforts, availability, access to and quality of health
services remains a challenge in a country where population is spread
throughout thousands of islands and remote areas,” he said.

Mr. Puras urged the Indonesian authorities to address such challenges “with
the highest level of political commitment so that health system guarantees
all core elements of the right to health.”

Concluding his two-week visit to the Southeast Asian country, Mr. Puras
stressed: “Increased investments in healthcare only make sense if the system
is efficient, transparent, accountable, and responsive to those who use it.”
He urged the Government to increase investment in health.

He also pointed out barriers to the realization of sexual and reproductive
health rights exist in the form of violence and discrimination against women
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and other key populations.

“I was discouraged to hear that planning and delivery of these services and
sexuality education is being influenced by certain groups who continue to
oppose policies, instruments and mechanisms for the promotion and protection
of sexual and reproductive health rights,” he said.

While Indonesia has a relatively low prevalence of HIV/AIDS, new infections
are on the rise and those affected face stigma and discrimination, including
in healthcare settings. Ethnic Papuans are twice as likely to contract
HIV/AIDS as the rest of the population.

He added that improvements in drug policy need to be made, as current policy
undermined public health efforts and the right to health of people who use
drugs. “Criminalization of drug use only fuels discrimination, violence and
exclusion driving people away from the health services they need and
seriously undermining public health efforts.”

The Special Rapporteur will present a comprehensive report on his visit to
Indonesia to the UN Human Rights Council in June 2018.

Special Rapporteurs are appointed by the Human Rights Council to examine and
report back on a specific human rights theme or a country situation. The
positions are honorary and the experts are not UN staff, nor are they paid
for their work.

Nicola Sturgeon address at Stanford
University on Scotland's place in the
world

Below is a speech given by First Minister Nicola Sturgeon at Stanford
University, California. Check against delivery. 
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