
Press release: £18 million extra
funding for council services

Councils across England are set to receive a further £18 million to help
alleviate pressures on local services such as housing, education and health
services resulting from recent migration.

The government recognises that local authorities understand their local
communities best and can identify specific pressures on services that can
result from high, concentrated or short-term migration. Councils receiving
these grants have developed specific plans to ease local pressures arising
from migration and at the same time providing overall benefits to their wider
communities.

Communities Minister Lord Bourne said:

In some places population change in a short space of time has put
pressure on local services and we’re clear there are things we can
do to address these problems.

This new funding will help councils rise to the challenge of
reducing the impact of migration on local communities in a variety
of ways – whether that’s tackling the small minority of landlords
who damage neighbourhoods with overcrowded properties, providing
English language classes to ensure effective integration.

The grants are the second allocations from the £100 million Controlling
Migration Fund, following an initial allocation of £15 million awarded
earlier this year.

Many of the projects supported will provide English language lessons to allow
new residents to contribute to and feel part of their communities. They will
also include education around British values and social norms, breaking down
cultural barriers.

The fund is helping to ease pressures on local services but there’s still
more work to do to bring net migration down further to sustainable levels.
That is why government has reformed routes to the UK from outside Europe, and
will get control of our borders and negotiate the right deal in the national
interest in our Brexit negotiations.

Lord Bourne added:

It’s great to see so many projects tackling the problems of poor
integration in their communities by, for example, allowing migrants
to access the benefits of good English. This will create stronger
relationships between neighbours and unlock better services for
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all.

Boston council in Lincolnshire will receive over £1 million to fund a wide
range of integration projects, including additional sport and gym facilities
where there is pressure on services, community sport sessions and encouraging
volunteering from all communities.

Boston borough council Leader Councillor Michael Cooper said:

We’ve been awarded this money in recognition of the impact that
migration has had locally. Our partnership will focus on doing
things that our residents have told us are important to them.

We will extend the availability of advice services, enforcement
capacity, community leadership and volunteering opportunities and
importantly, we will support the development of English language
skills to support people to communicate effectively with public
services to help save time and money and increase efficiency and
effectiveness.

Peterborough’s project will help new residents navigate services and provide
additional capacity for the whole community. Citizen’s Advice Peterborough is
receiving £288,000 to provide advice in a range of locations across the city
and help an additional 4,000 clients a year from across the community.

Councillor Irene Walsh, Peterborough City Council Cabinet Member for
Communities said:

We are delighted to receive this funding from the Controlling
Migration Fund as it will allow even more people to benefit from
the valuable service provided by Citizens Advice Peterborough in
more locations across the city.

The Controlling Migration Fund is designed to support local areas facing
pressures linked to recent immigration. See further details in the
Controlling Migration Fund allocations table (PDF, 37.4KB, 13 pages) .

This funding will supplement local authorities’ budgets of £200 billion
across the 4 year period up to 2020.

The Fund is available over the 4 years from 2016-17 to 2019-20, and is in 2
parts:

‘local service impacts’ totalling £100 million, led by the Department
for Communities and Local Government, to help local authorities in
England and their communities experiencing high and unexpected volumes
of immigration to ease pressures on local services
enforcement, led by Immigration Enforcement, worth £40 million to direct
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enforcement action to reduce the impact of migration on local
communities; Immigration Enforcement are on track to meet their
commitments under the Fund, including through supporting Rochdale’s
Operation Maverick
the government has been reviewing the available evidence on the main
causes of poor integration; in the coming months we will bring forward
plans for tackling these issues through a new integration strategy, to
help people in more isolated communities, including migrants, to
integrate into UK society

Press release: Dragon’s Den contestant
jailed for child sex offences has term
increased

A former Dragon’s Den contestant, jailed for 13 child sex offences, including
sexual assault has had his jail sentence increased to 7 years 3 months.

Richard Hazell, 48 from Hoddeston, Hertfordshire was arrested when his abuse
came to light after the father of one of his victim’s made a complaint to
social services. His original sentence of 4 years and 9 months was increased
by 2 years 9 months following intervention by the Attorney General Jeremy
Wright QC MP under the Unduly Lenient Sentence scheme.

Hazell, was convicted earlier this year for sexually assaulting four girls,
one as young as 6 and was found to have nearly 3000 indecent images of
children on a computer seized by police. He denied the offences in Court and
was convicted only after a lengthy trial where it was revealed he had
searched ‘can you be found guilty for downloading child porn if the files are
deleted on your computer’ prior to his arrest.

Following the successful appeal the Attorney General said:

“Child sexual offences aren’t singular events, they are truly dreadful
offences that will stay with victims for the rest of their lives. They take
away a child’s innocence and diminish their capacity to form relationships.

Refusing to admit his offence, despite overwhelming evidence needlessly
prolonged the suffering of the victims. I am pleased that the sentence has
been increased.”
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Press release: Man who planned to
detonate pipe bomb on a plane has had
his sentence increased

The Court of Appeal has today increased the sentence of Manchester man,
Nadeem Muhammed who was convicted of trying to take an improvised explosive
device onto a plane.

On 30 January 2017, Muhammed was stopped by security staff at Manchester
International Airport on his way to Bergamo in Italy. A small pipe bomb was
found in the zipped lining of his carry-on suitcase, which he was planning on
detonating on the plane.

Muhammed, 43, was convicted at Manchester Crown Court in August of possessing
an explosive with intent to endanger life or property and was sentenced to
eighteen years imprisonment with an extended licence period of five years.

Following a referral by the Attorney General Jeremy Wright QC MP under the
Unduly Lenient Sentence scheme, the Court of Appeal has today increased
Muhammed’s sentence to one of 22 years with an extended licence period of 5
years.

Speaking after the hearing, the Attorney General said: “This is a very
disturbing case that could have had a devastating impact.

“I am pleased that the Court of Appeal has sent a strong message, that this
type of offending merits very significant sentences.”

News story: Civil news: launch of
electronic escape case claim1 forms

We have developed electronic versions of the EC Claim1 forms for providers to
use when submitting escape case claims for controlled work matters.

These forms are web based and:

make the completion and submission process simpler and quicker
reduce the chances of the form being rejected

Does this affect processing of work?

There are no changes to the way this category of work is processed. The
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electronic forms provide a more efficient way to submit the claim, which
providers should find more convenient.

Although no changes to the assessment process are being made the current Word
based versions of the form will eventually be withdrawn.

Using digital escape case claim forms will then be mandatory for submitting
your claims for controlled work.

Important to learn new process

We recommend that providers begin to familiarise themselves with the process
for submitting digital claims before the paper option is withdrawn.

There are separate electronic claim EC Claim1 forms for these escape case
categories:

civil
mental health
immigration and asylum

Once the form is completed providers should use the submit button so that the
form can be assessed. You can find a link to the new forms below.

Submitting your case file

Paper case files should be submitted to the usual escape cases postal
address.

The assessment will be completed and results issued to you in the same format
as at present.

Electronic case files should be placed in a secure cloud based system and
details of how to access the account included in the relevant section of the
electronic EC Claim1.

Assessment of the claim will then be completed without the need for a paper
case file. We will then email you with the assessment result.

Further information

Escaped cases – online portal – to download digital form for the appropriate
category

mhu-ec@legalaid.gsi.gov.uk – email for advice on using electronic claim forms
0151 235 6750 – urgent enquiries only

https://script.google.com/macros/s/AKfycbwmpeDbFsfKL-cc4kS_dpUCEaV9ut8nHAJJtGalGP6sUXp-Z4Q/exec
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Press release: Thales Alenia Space
signs contract with the UK Space
Agency to work on climate change
mission

Thales Alenia Space has signed a contract with the UK Space Agency to work on
MicroCarb, a joint UK-French satellite mission which will measure sources and
sinks of carbon, the principal greenhouse gas driving global warming. It is
the first European mission intended to characterise greenhouse gas fluxes on
Earth’s surface and gauge how much carbon is being absorbed by oceans and
forests, the main sinks on the planet.

The mission, scheduled to launch in 2020, will also contribute to
international efforts to measure how much carbon gas is being emitted by
natural processes and human activities. MicroCarb will enable the UK Space
Agency and CNES to pave the way for a longer term operational system in
response to the Paris COP21 Agreement.

Ben Olivier, CEO of Thales Alenia Space in the UK and Jo Johnson, Science
Minister.

Thales Alenia Space engineers will work closely with the CNES project team
and then take full responsibility to manage and deliver the satellite AIT
programme at the UK’s National Satellite Test Facility (NSTF) in Harwell.
This world class facility, due to open in 2020, has been awarded £99 million
in funding by the UK Government’s Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund to boost
the UK’s space capabilities for the design and build of more complex space
instruments and technologically advanced satellites.

Science Minister, Jo Johnson, speaking on a visit to Thales Alenia Space’s
Belfast facility, said:

“The UK space sector is brimming with talent and our collaboration with
France on MicroCarb is an excellent platform to demonstrate our cutting-edge
science and engineering, which is at the core of our Industrial Strategy.

“It is great to see our £99m investment in the new National Satellite Test
Facility is already making a difference for the sector. This facility will
make Harwell a world-class hub for innovative space technology, helping UK
companies like Thales Alenia Space be more competitive in the global market
and support our ambition to capture 10% of the global space market by 2030.”

Ben Olivier and Jo Johnson in Thales clean room.

The contract reflects Thales Alenia Space’s strategy of growing its European
footprint and is fully in line with market trends and growth dynamics.

Ben Olivier, CEO of Thales Alenia Space in the UK, said:
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“MicroCarb will be a significant demonstration of what space technology and
science from satellites can contribute to the understanding of the carbon
cycle; ultimately helping decision makers to develop the best policies to
make the World a better place. We are proud to be a part of this effort.”

For Thales Alenia Space in the UK, this is a significant milestone in the
recognition of the company’s developing capability as a Prime contractor in
the UK for major space missions.

The Assembly Integration and Test of the MicroCarb satellite is Thales Alenia
Space in the UK’s first opportunity to work with CNES to deliver on an
important Earth Observation Mission. It also demonstrates the confidence and
trust placed in Thales Alenia Space in the UK and its teams of highly skilled
engineers.


