
Press release: DVLA staff hand over
£50,000 to mental health charity

The grand total was raised for the mental health charity throughout 2017 as
part of a year of fundraising by DVLA staff. Staff chose Mind as the agency’s
annual charity of choice and have been raising money through a number of
activities including half marathons, Three Peaks Challenge, skydiving and a
‘Music for Mind’ charity concert. Over the year staff also ran raffles,
sweepstakes and cake sales, with every opportunity raising funds for the good
cause.

Along with representatives from the charity, Swansea City Football Club
Ambassador Lee Trundle showed his support by attending the presentation of
the cheque to Mind at the DVLA in Morriston today, during the agency’s annual
Christmas fayre.

Oliver Morley, DVLA Chief Executive, said:

The efforts of our staff in our charity of choice campaign this
year have once again been truly outstanding, and I am really proud
of everyone who has raised or donated money to support Mind. We’ve
seen a massive range of fundraising activities taking place across
the agency throughout the year and I’m grateful to everyone for
getting involved and supporting this incredibly good cause.

Lorna Killin, Senior Corporate Account Manager for Mind, said:

We are absolutely thrilled that DVLA chose us as their charity of
choice and for all their fantastic fundraising support. The money
raised will be split between Swansea Mind, which provides support
locally, and the Mind Infoline which provides support and advice
for anyone experiencing mental health problems. The money raised by
DVLA will help Mind ensure that no-one has to face a mental health
problem alone.

Press release: Woman who tried to
pervert course of justice has sentence
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increased

Catherine Coslett has sentence increased after the Solicitor General referred
it as too low

A woman who conspired to pervert the course of justice has had her sentence
increased today by the Court of Appeal after the Solicitor General referred
it as too low.

Catherine Coslett was originally sentenced at Newport Crown Court to eighteen
months’ imprisonment suspended for two years. She was found guilty of
disposing of evidence and putting pressure on witnesses to retract their
statements in the case of a man murdered by her son, Richard Wallis.

Catherine Coslett conspired with her son and his daughter to wash and dispose
of the clothing that he was wearing when he killed Jan Jedrzejewski. They
also put pressure on three witnesses to retract the accounts they gave to the
police that incriminated Coslett’s son in the crime.

Following the Court of Appeal hearing, Coslett’s sentence was increased to
two years’ immediate imprisonment. Commenting on the increased sentence, the
Solicitor General said:

“I welcome the Court of Appeal’s decision to increase Catherine Coslett’s
sentence. The murder of Jan Jedrzejewski was a despicable crime and Catherine
Coslett’s actions to cover it up were disturbing. My thoughts are with the
family of Mr Jedrzejewski. I hope they can take some comfort from the
increased sentence today.”

News story: Spring Statement 2018 date
confirmed

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Philip Hammond, has announced that the
government will respond to the forecast from the Office for Budget
Responsibility (OBR) in a Spring Statement on Tuesday 13 March 2018.

Following the Chancellor’s announcement at Autumn Statement 2016, there will
now only be one major fiscal event in each year, held in the Autumn.
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News story: Anthony Browne appointed
to the Regulatory Policy Committee

Secretary of State for Business Greg Clark confirmed today that Anthony
Browne has been appointed as the new Chair to the Regulatory Policy Committee
(RPC).

The RPC provides the Government with external, independent scrutiny of new
regulatory and deregulatory proposals.

Anthony Browne brings a wealth of expert business experience to the position,
having previously held the roles of Chief Executive of the British Bankers’
Association, Head of regulatory affairs at the US investment bank Morgan
Stanley, co-founder of the HomeOwners Alliance and Director of the Policy
Exchange.

Minister for better regulation Lord Henley said:

High quality regulation is essential for ensuring robust and
effective policy-making. The Regulatory Policy Committee plays an
integral role in providing stakeholders with confidence that the
costs and benefits of regulatory change have been properly
considered.

Anthony brings decades of leadership and experience in regulatory
reform and I am delighted to see him appointed to this position.

Chair of the Regulatory Policy Committee Anthony Browne said:

It is in everyone’s interest that the UK has regulation that both
promotes growth and jobs, and protects the interests of society.

Never has getting regulation right been more important than now and
I very much look forward to doing my part to help ensure the UK has
regulation that is fit for purpose.

Press release: International Trade
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Secretary confident “best days of
global trade lie ahead of us”

International Trade Secretary, Dr Liam Fox today hailed the ‘immediate and
tangible’ benefits that will arise as the UK works to establish itself as a
global champion of free trade.

Addressing academics, policy makers and business representatives at the
launch of the Department for International Trade sponsored e-book ‘Cloth for
Wine? The relevance of Ricardo’s Comparative Advantage in the 21st Century’
he asserted his confidence that the best days of global trade lie ahead.

The publication produced by the Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR)
and sponsored by DIT is a collection of essays marking the 200th anniversary
of David Ricardo’s principle of comparative advantage.

Using the simple example of trading English cloth for Portuguese wine,
Ricardo explained how all actors, at all times, can mutually benefit from
commercial cooperation and voluntary trade. Whilst a radical idea at the
time, this insight generated the basis for international trade today.

Outlining his ambition to make the UK the world’s foremost champion of free
trade, Dr Fox explained how 200 years on, Ricardo’s transformative insight
still holds true for the modern global economy and will remain crucial to
securing future UK prosperity and growth.

In his speech, Dr Fox said:

As an international economic department, our ambition is to make
the UK the world’s foremost champion of free trade, upholding those
principles developed by David Ricardo, Adam Smith and others, to
generate wealth and spread prosperity across the globe.

By realising this ambition, the benefits to this country will be
immediate and tangible. The best days of global trade lie ahead of
us.

Opening a series of panels with participants from the OECD, TUC and leading
universities on comparative advantage and trade in the 21st century, Dr Fox
highlighted the vital role collaboration will play in developing a successful
future trade policy, and the importance of drawing upon expertise and
experience from across government, industry and academia.

The DIT and CEPR e-book fields contributions from prominent trade academics
across the globe such as former President of Mexico, Ernesto Zedillo, and
Penn State distinguished professor of economics Jonathan Eaton, and examines
Ricardo’s theory through a contemporary lens, including its relevance for
digital trade, the growth of trade in services, and the impact of automation
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on the labour force.

CEPR Fellow, Chad Bown said:

The current policy climate demands a more reasoned discourse around
the topic of globalisation. This volume brings together a tight-
knit and yet sophisticated analysis that shows off the fundamental
principles of comparative advantage as well as the nuance of its
implications for policy today.

Notes to editors

The e-book ‘Cloth for Wine? The relevance of Ricardo’s Comparative Advantage
in the 21st Century’ was commissioned by DIT to the CEPR.

Further information

http://voxeu.org/content/cloth-wine-relevance-ricardo-s-comparative-advantage-21st-century
http://voxeu.org/content/cloth-wine-relevance-ricardo-s-comparative-advantage-21st-century

