
News story: Dangers of cold water
shock this Christmas

Our short video, which educates young men about the dangers of cold water
shock, especially following ‘a night out on the town’ is being re-launched in
a Christmas 2017 campaign . It’s going to be promoted via facebook, video on
demand and video advertising across the UK, and particularly in areas where
there have been several incidents of this type.

Cold water shock film

News story: Animal medicines
improvement notice: Bio-Tech Solutions
Ltd

This notice was issued to Bio-Tech Solutions Ltd, following a
pharmacovigilance (PhV) inspection which highlighted Bio-tech Solutions Ltd
had contravened the Veterinary Medicines Regulation 2013:

Schedule 1, paragraph 55 (Qualified persons responsible for
pharmacovigilance)
Schedule 1, paragraph 56 (Duties relating to the qualified person)
Schedule 1, paragraph 57 (Adverse reactions to a veterinary medicinal
product administered in the United Kingdom)
Schedule 1, paragraph 59 (Periodic safety update reports)

The improvements required are:

Implement a back-up procedure covering all aspects of PhV
Implement an appropriate training plan and training records for the
Qualified Person for Pharmacovigilance (QPPV) and deputy
Implement PhV agreements with all named distributors
Establish a database to ensure all suspected adverse reactions are
collated and accessible
Migrate historical adverse events into the database once established
Register with EVVET
Ensure internal procedures are adequate to ensure reporting deadlines
are not missed
Ensure internal procedures are sufficient to ensure all PSURs contain
all required information and are submitted on time
PSURs with data lock point of 31/12/17 should be submitted to the VMD no
later than 60 days after data lock point
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Press release: Don’t throw plastic or
other items at Matlock raft racers

With this year’s annual Matlock Boxing Day Raft Race given the go-ahead once
again, the Environment Agency is urging the thousands of spectators expected
to turn out to watch the popular event to leave their flour-filled plastic
bags and other objects at home.

In previous years, spectators have thrown eggs, flour, plastic or paper bags,
and other products at the raft racers from various points along the 3.5 mile
course of the race on the River Derwent, which poses a real threat to the
environment and wildlife.

Paul Reeves, Environment Officer at the Environment Agency, said:

We realise the Matlock Raft Race is an important social event for
the area, which attracts a large number of local residents as well
as visitors from further afield, has a positive impact on the local
economy, and raises funds for the Royal National Lifeboat
Institution (RNLI).

However, we are appealing to spectators to consider the environment
by not throwing flour-filled plastic bags or other objects at the
raft racers and into the water this year.

If plastic or paper bags enter the watercourse, they pose a real
threat to wildlife both locally and further afield. Last year there
were sightings of water birds trying to eat floating flour-filled
bags, and the deadly impact of plastics on river and sea life is
well known and currently in the news.

Councillor Lewis Rose OBE, Leader of Derbyshire Dales District Council, said:

The Boxing Day raft race has become something of a tradition here
in the Derbyshire Dales and long may it continue. However, we
absolutely support the Environment Agency’s plea to spectators to
refrain from activities that threaten the environment and wildlife,
as well as littering our waterways and streets.

Kath Stapley, Living Rivers Officer, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, added:

On behalf of the 60 partner organisations which make up the
Derbyshire Derwent Catchment Partnership, we’re asking people to
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spare a thought for the wildlife in and around the River Derwent.

We’re constantly working to improve the rivers in the catchment,
from Howden Moor above Ladybower Reservoir, down into Derby, but we
can only make a difference with support from members of the public.
If plastics and other items are thrown into the river at Matlock,
they may travel out of sight, but will inevitably affect the
watercourse and wildlife downstream in Belper, Duffield, Derby and
even down into the River Trent.

News story: Defence Minister reveals
new RAF Squadron at Qatar event

Defence Minister Harriett Baldwin hands a model Typhoon to His Excellency Mr
Yousef Ali Al-Khater. Crown copyright.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson was in Doha last weekend, where he agreed
a package of training and co-operation between the British and Qatari Air
Forces which will see them working together more regularly as part of the
multi-billion pound deal to supply the country with 24 Typhoon aircraft.

Defence Minister Harriett Baldwin expanded on that agreement at a State of
Qatar National Day reception in London today. She revealed that a new UK-
based Typhoon joint squadron will be called No. 12 squadron, and that it will
temporarily integrate Qatari personnel, including pilots and ground-crew
based at RAF Coningsby, Lincolnshire.

Defence Minister Harriett Baldwin said:

Qatar proudly becomes the ninth nation to buy the world’s leading
multi-role combat aircraft.

The formation of a joint squadron means our RAF will take the lead
in providing training and support to the Qatari Emiri Air Force as
it brings the Typhoon into service.

The Qataris will not be a permanent part of the squadron, but will be
integrated ahead of the delivery of the Typhoon aircraft. The move will
provide the country with valuable joint frontline experience on an RAF
Typhoon Squadron and speed up their preparation for when their own jets are
delivered.

The UK and Qatar already share a close defence relationship, with a joint-
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exercise between the Royal Air Force and Qatar Air force just last week
seeing Typhoon aircraft fly over the Arabian Peninsula. Defence Minister
Harriett Baldwin visited the country at the end of last month, where she met
the pilots taking part in the exercise.

The two countries share mutual interests in countering violent extremism, and
ensuring stability in the region, and this formation will further reinforce
those ties by helping to prevent terrorism from spreading and protecting the
prosperity and security of the UK at home. The new 12 squadron is currently
operating Tornados, and will transition to the future Typhoon force.

The biggest export deal for the Typhoon project in a decade, valued at around
£6 billion and sustaining thousands of UK jobs, Qatar is the ninth country to
purchase the Typhoon. This year also saw the first delivered to Oman, whilst
the MOD is leading the offer to replace Belgium’s F-16s with the jets and
continues to discuss the prospect of a second batch of sales to Saudi Arabia,
as it continues to bang the drum for Britain’s world-leading aerospace
industry around the world.

Notes to editors

Qatar National Day is on Monday 18 December. Today’s reception at The
Savoy Hotel on The Strand was hosted to celebrate the occasion.

Statement to Parliament: Written
Ministerial Statement: government
accountability and transparency

Chris Skidmore MP, Parliamentary Secretary (Minister for the Constitution)

Since 2010, the government has been at the forefront of opening up data to
allow Parliament, the public and the media to hold public bodies to account.
Such online transparency is crucial accountability for delivering the best
value for money, to cutting waste and inefficiency, and to ensuring every
pound of taxpayers’ money is spent in the best possible way. Indeed, such
data has allowed those working within central and local government to
identify savings and stop excessive spending they did not otherwise know
about.

The sunlight of transparency also acts in itself as an important check and
balance, and helps ensure the highest standards of public life amongst
elected representatives and officials. Alongside this, open data has great
potential to deliver better public services through innovative uses of
digital and mobile technology.
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This moves away from more bureaucratic processes under previous
administrations, such as Public Service Agreements, Departmental Strategic
Objectives and Comprehensive Performance Assessments, which were time
consuming for public servants and opaque to the outside world.

Open data and transparency

Today a new webpage will go live on gov.uk that will, for the first time,
bring together in one place a comprehensive list of the core transparency
data published by all government departments, alongside details on how that
data is prepared.

We have published new guidelines that clarify not only what core transparency
data will be published by central government and how frequently; but also how
we will ensure it is available in the most usable format and is easy to find.

This new landing page and publication guidance will help people find and
navigate the information they need more easily and reaffirms our commitment
to continue to drive forward the transparency agenda.

This guidance represents the minimum requirements which are common to all
central government departments: many departments can and do go further.

Single Departmental Plans

We are also publishing today a refreshed set of Single Departmental Plans
across government. These set out each government department’s objectives and
how they will achieve them. Taken together, they show how departments are
working to deliver the Government’s programme.

Single Departmental Plans are important tools for transparency and
accountability. They allow the public to track the Government’s progress and
performance against a number of indicators. They also indicate which
Ministers and senior officials are responsible for delivering each objective.

Ministerial Accountability

Under the terms of the Ministerial Code, Ministers must ensure that no
conflict arises or could reasonably be perceived to arise between their
Ministerial position and their private interests. Today we are publishing an
updated List of Ministers’ Interests which captures those interests relevant
to Ministers’ responsibilities; it should be read alongside the two
Parliamentary Registers.

We are also publishing an update report on the handling of Ministers’
Interest from Sir Alex Allan, the Prime Minister’s Independent Adviser on
Ministers’ Interests, alongside an updated List of Ministerial
Responsibilities and the regular quarterly disclosure of Ministers’ gifts,
hospitality, overseas travel and meetings with external organisations.

The Government is also publishing agendas and the meeting notes of the first
two meetings of the Coordination Committee between the Government and the
DUP, as well as the terms of reference.



Diversity in public appointments

The Cabinet Office is also today publishing an action plan for improving the
diversity of public appointments. Getting the balance right when making
public appointments is a key part of ensuring we have public services which
understand and respond to the needs of the population they serve.

In 2013, Government set an aspiration that 50% of new public appointments
made each year should go to women. Good progress has been made – 49% new
appointments made in 2016-17 went to women.

However, up until now we have had very little data on the make-up of existing
bodies. This report sets out the record of each department, and the steps we
are taking to ensure public bodies accurately reflect the diversity of 21st
Century Britain with a new strategy and new aspirations for increasing
diversity in public appointments.

Transparency of senior officials and special advisers

Special advisers are a critical part of the team supporting Ministers. They
add a political dimension to the advice and assistance available to Ministers
while reinforcing the impartiality of the permanent Civil Service by
distinguishing the source of political advice and support. The Cabinet Office
is today publishing the annual list of special advisers and their cost.

Special advisers are temporary civil servants. They represent 0.05% of the
Civil Service pay bill. There are 88 special advisers across the whole of
government; the total Civil Service has 423,000 civil servants.

Departments are also publishing routine quarterly data on gifts and
hospitality, received by special advisers, as well as information on meetings
with senior media figures.

Alongside quarterly data on the travel and expenses of senior officials, the
Government is also publishing today the transparency returns on senior public
sector pay, as well as updated guidance on the controls for remuneration of
senior civil servants and ministerial appointments to public bodies.

The government will also shortly be publishing new figures on gender pay
differentials across the Civil Service.

Copies of the associate documents are being placed in the Library of the
House and will be published on gov.uk.


