
Press release: PM announces landmark
new package of defence and security
cooperation with Poland

The Prime Minister will travel to Warsaw today for an annual summit designed
to strengthen the relationship between the UK and Poland as Britain prepares
to leave the EU.

The UK-Poland bilateral summit will bring together both Prime Ministers along
with a number of senior Cabinet ministers, including the Chancellor, Foreign
Secretary, Defence Secretary, Home Secretary and Business Secretary.

As an integral part of the summit, the Prime Minister is expected to announce
a new joint UK-Poland Treaty on Defence and Security Co-operation. The only
other European Union country we have such a treaty with is France.

It will provide a framework for defence cooperation on areas such as
training, exercises, information sharing, defence industry cooperation and
capability development, building on the deployment of British troops to
Poland under Enhanced Forward Presence following the last UK-Poland summit
held in London in November 2016.

The Prime Minister is also set to agree improved UK-Poland cooperation to
counter Russian disinformation in the region, including through new joint
strategic communications projects. The UK will provide £5 million for the
projects, with Poland expected to contribute a similar amount. The projects
will aim to build both of our capacities to detect and counter Russian
information operations, and deliver valuable support to Belsat, a Polish-
funded TV channel providing unbiased, free and frank reporting for
Belarussians.

And she will announce that we will enhance our cyber security cooperation
with Poland, including by hosting a Polish cyber delegation at our National
Cyber Security Centre in March next year to share the UK’s world-leading
expertise and best practice in this area.

Speaking ahead of the summit, the Prime Minister said:

Poland matters greatly to the UK: our partnership is broad, vibrant
and diverse and we both share a steadfast commitment to Europe’s
security and defence.

I am determined that Brexit will not weaken our relationship with
Poland. Rather, it will serve as a catalyst to strengthen it.

And that is why I am in Warsaw today, to ensure that we can work
even more closely together to ensure the security and prosperity of
our nations in the years ahead.
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Although the UK is leaving the European Union, we are not leaving
Europe. And I will reaffirm to Prime Minister Morawiecki that we
want to work with Poland and the other member states in the future
to protect our shared values, people and interests.

We are building a strategic partnership from a base of shared
history and deep ties of friendship that will continue to flourish
long after our departure from the EU.

The bilateral defence treaty we are signing today is a powerful
symbol of our continued close cooperation.

News story: CoRWM plenary meeting
dates and locations 2018

CoRWM open plenary meetings in 2018 will be held on the following dates. Each
plenary session will end with questions from the public and an opportunity to
comment. All dates are subject to change; please check the website for
updates to meeting dates and locations.

Date Time Location

10 January 2018 09:00 BEIS Conference Centre, 1 Victoria Street, London,
SW1H 0ET

23 March 2018 11:30 BEIS Conference Centre, 1 Victoria Street, London,
SW1H 0ET

2 May 2018 11:30 BEIS Conference Centre, 1 Victoria Street, London,
SW1H 0ET

20 June 2018 11:30 Edinburgh – venue to be confirmed
26 September 2018 11:30 Cardiff – venue to be confirmed

14 November 2018 11:30 BEIS Conference Centre, 1 Victoria Street, London,
SW1H 0ET

If you would like to attend any of the plenary meetings, please email
corwm@beis.gov.uk 2 weeks prior to the date of the meeting.

Please inform us of any access or other requirements that you have.

We are unfortunately unable to accommodate attends who have not registered in
advance.
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News story: Flood defence milestone:
100,000 more properties better
protected

Better protecting communities from flooding continues to be a top priority
for the government, the Environment Secretary Michael Gove will reaffirm
today.

Flood defences continue to be built apace across England and 100,000
properties are now better protected thanks to the 350 new flood schemes that
have been completed since April 2015.

The Environment Secretary is in Devon today to open a new £12 million flood
defence scheme in Dawlish Warren, reducing flood risk to 2800 homes and
businesses around the Exe Estuary, as well as the main rail line into South
Devon and Cornwall.

Environment Secretary Michael Gove said:

Our £2.6 billion investment programme is well underway, with
100,000 more properties already better protected from flooding and
that figure set to triple in under four years.

Dawlish Warren is only one of 350 new defences built since 2015 and
work continues on schemes across the country – all of which are
helping to bring peace of mind to communities, as well as
investment and opportunities.

With elements including a new 100 metre long flood wall and over 200,000
cubic metres of sand, Dawlish Warren uses top engineering techniques and the
natural landscape to reduce flood risk, while also conserving habitat for
birds and wildlife.

As the Environment Secretary opens one flood scheme for Devon, he will
simultaneously announce that work will begin next year on another £12 million
scheme just across the estuary, in Exmouth. Both schemes are part of the
government’s continued £115 million investment drive to reduce flood risk to
15,000 homes and businesses in Devon and Cornwall by 2021.

On top of this existing funding, the Environment Secretary will announce an
extra £1.6 million for Devon from the recent Budget: this will go towards two
schemes, one in Plymouth and one in Whimple.

Emma Howard Boyd, Chair of the Environment Agency said:

We have made great progress in the last two years to reduce flood
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risk around the country and this milestone of 100,000 homes better
protected shows how far we’ve come. These new schemes at Dawlish
Warren and Exmouth are brilliant examples of how the Environment
Agency’s teams continue to work hard to benefit local communities.

In addition to building new defences, this winter we are better
prepared than ever before to respond if flooding occurs with new
equipment, better technology and more than 6,500 trained staff
ready to act.

Following his visit to Dawlish Warren, the Environment Secretary will visit
the Devon Wildlife Trust’s trial reintroduction of beavers on the River Otter
to see the visible impacts they have had on the landscape; creating new dams,
pools and other dramatic changes.

The Environment Secretary’s interest in the project follows the recent
announcement that he is supportive of a planned similar scheme in the Forest
of Dean, which has been granted a licence to proceed.

Press release: PM calls with King
Salman bin Abdulaziz and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman: 20 December 2017

The Prime Minister spoke to King Salman bin Abdulaziz and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman of Saudi Arabia earlier this evening.

She welcomed the decision by the Saudi-led Coalition to reopen the Yemeni
port of Hodeidah and noted the arrival of UK staff in the region to assist
with the UN inspection process, helping to speed up the distribution of much
needed humanitarian and commercial supplies.

The Prime Minister strongly condemned yesterday’s attempted missile attack on
the Yamama Palace in Riyadh, and welcomed the restraint shown by Saudi Arabia
in the face of unacceptable Houthi aggression.

She reiterated the UK’s ongoing commitment to Saudi Arabia’s security and our
determination to push for stronger action through the UN to expose and
counter Iran’s destabilising activity in the region and to find a political
solution to the conflict in Yemen.

Finally, the Prime Minister looked forward to welcoming the Crown Prince to
the UK in the New Year.
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Speech: “As our world becomes more
connected, so too will the challenges
that we face. So to succeed, we must
confront them together”

Thank your Mr President for the floor and for holding this important debate.
It gives us the opportunity both to reflect on the past year and to look
ahead to the year ahead.

I want to thank the Secretary-General for his excellent briefing, which
clearly demonstrates that these contemporary challenges are highly relevant,
not just to the Security Council, or the rest of the United Nations, but
indeed to the whole world.

The Security Council has engaged this year on a number of conventional
threats to peace and security. North Korea‘s nuclear weapons programme,
Da’esh in Syria, or Iraq.

These conventional threats have been fuelled by contemporary challenges that
we all face. North Korea’s illegal missile programme is partly funded by
modern slavery. Syrian terrorists spread their poisonous messages and plan
transnational attacks using the internet.

In fact, it is hard to find a situation on our agenda where peace and
security dynamics are not bound up with contemporary transnational
challenges. The illicit trading of natural resources in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. The enslavement of migrants in Libya. Smuggling in the
Sahel. Drugs flows in Colombia. Ecological and climate stress in the Lake
Chad Basin. The list goes on.

So if we want to tackle these conventional threats effectively, the UN and
its member states must also consider contemporary transnational challenges.
These challenges don’t care about national borders. As our world becomes more
connected, so too will the challenges that we face. So to succeed, we must
confront them together.

To counter these challenges we must act at home, in partnership, and
multilaterally. We cannot hope to prevent conflict, sustain peace or enable
development otherwise.

I would like to illustrate the action that the United Kingdom is taking in
each of these areas with three examples.

Firstly, at home, we are tackling illicit financial flows. Globally these are
estimated to be up to $1.6 trillion a year. Our National Crime Agency
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believes that tens or even hundreds of billions of dollars are laundered
through the United Kingdom. They include the proceeds of armed groups,
terrorists, organised crime and corrupt officials in predatory states. These
proceeds fuel further conflict and are a barrier to peace and stability. This
year we passed the Criminal Finances Act which ensures that we are better
able to tackle this illicit financing and consequentially promote peace.

Secondly, through our partnerships we are tackling climate change, recognised
by the Security Council as a factor that can aggravate existing threats to
international peace and security. We have partnered with others to improve
their resilience to the impacts of climate change. In one project, we support
13 countries to integrate risk reduction and climate adaptation into
government policies and institutions. This reduces their instability and
safeguards our collective security.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, we are acting multilaterally,
including here at the United Nations. Consider the universal issues of modern
slavery and human trafficking. We know that these appalling human rights
abuses are most prevalent in conflict zones, and that they feed instability.
We have sought to respond, and will continue to do so, through the Security
Council, the General Assembly and the Human Rights Council.

Working through these multilateral organisations allows us to connect the
dots and better address the complex and multi-faceted challenges that we are
confronted with. We must all endeavour to do more, and do it better, here at
the UN.

If the UN itself is to rise to the challenge we must support the Secretary-
General in his ambitious reform programme to join the UN up so that it can
act more effectively and more efficiently at the heart of a rules-based
international system.

The risk of too much reform or too rapid reform is dwarfed by the risk of not
enough reform or too slow reform. We need to get on with the reform to
sustain peace better, to meet the sustainable development goals, and to
protect the human rights that we cherish. Success in these interlinked areas
depends on our ability to escape silos and tackle the challenges coherently.

Mr President, I have a simple wish for the year ahead. I hope that as member
states deliberate over the Secretary-General’s reform proposals they remember
that, as we sit and debate this important issue, millions of far less
fortunate people confront insecurity, forced displacement, rights violations,
hunger, and poverty as a single reality. They do not recognise them as
isolated issues. Neither should we.

So let us take responsibility at home, build partnerships overseas and, most
importantly, enable the UN to respond ever more effectively to these
challenges so we can achieve a safer and more secure world for all.

Thank you.


