Speech: Foreign Secretary remarks on
the visit of Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman

Good afternoon,

It’s a pleasure to welcome my friend, His Excellency Adel Al-Jubeir, and I'm
delighted that His Royal Highness, the Crown Prince of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, has chosen to come to Britain during his first official visit
overseas.

This is a moment of huge significance in Saudi Arabia when ambitious reforms
designed to achieve economic and social renewal are taking place.

In the nine months since His Royal Highness became Crown Prince, we have
witnessed changes that would have been hard to imagine just a few years ago,
and as a longstanding partner of Saudi Arabia, Britain will do everything in
our power to support those reforms and help advance the ambitions contained
in the Kingdom’'s Vision 2030.

Adel and I have just come from Downing Street and an afternoon of excellent
meetings that we had with the Prime Minister and His Royal Highness and I
believe this occasion marks the beginning of a new era in our friendship
because the very breadth and ambition of Vision 2030 allows our relationship
to move forwards to include cooperation in education, health, culture, sport
and technology, with it creating new opportunities for British companies and
delivering jobs and growth here in Britain.

And I'm delighted that we’ve reached an agreement that should lead to new
Saudi investment in and through Britain, and procurement in companies worth
up to £65bn, virtually $100bn, over the next 10 years. Providing a vote of
confidence in London as the leading financial centre in the world.

Today, our talks have focused on how the UK can use its world-beating
expertise to support Saudi Arabia’s reforms and how we can work together to
end the tragic conflict in Yemen.

It is vital that we bring this appalling conflict which has inflicted so much
humanitarian suffering to an end. Britain supports Saudi Arabia’s right to
defend its national security against missile attacks from Yemen, many of
which have targeted the Kingdom’'s cities, including Riyadh.

Any solution to the conflict must ensure that Saudi Arabia no longer faces
this cross-border security threat. Today we have agreed to strengthen the UN
inspection of shipping in order to ensure that all Yemeni ports remain open
to the humanitarian and commercial supplies that Yemen'’s people so
desperately need.

We also call on the Houthis to do what they must and allow unimpeded
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humanitarian access in the areas that they control.

We will redouble, we in the UK will redouble, our efforts to support the UN
political process and we hope to convene our counterparts from the US and the
United Arab Emirates before Easter in order — that’'s to say, Adel and I will
do that, in order to make more progress towards a political solution which we
believe to be absolutely vital.

I'm delighted that Saudi Arabia will also develop a plan for the
reconstruction of Yemen after any settlement of the conflict.

Saudi Arabia is changing and so is Britain’s partnership with the Kingdom in
order to benefit the security and the prosperity of both our Kingdoms for
many years to come.

Thank you.

News story: CNC secure prestigious
Counter Terror Policing Award at
national event

The Civil Nuclear Constabulary (CNC) were the proud winners of the Counter
Terror Policing Award at the annual Security and Counter Terror Exhibition at
Olympia on Tuesday (6/3).

The annual exhibition incorporates the Counter Terror Awards, where public
and private sector organisations from across the UK and internationally are
recognised in 10 categories for their contributions to reducing the threat
from global terrorism.

The CNC were nominated in the Counter Terror Policing Award, which recognises
the efforts of the police sector in combatting domestic terrorism through
prevention strategies and operational excellence. The nominees in the
category were:

e The CNC, for the planning, exercising and testing that led to two very
successful live deployments under Operation Temperer in 2017

e National CT Policing, for the ‘Action Counters Terrorism’ campaign
designed to encourage the public to play a part in helping tackle the
terrorist threat

e City of London Police, as the first force to launch Project Servator

e Bedfordshire Police, for their introduction of an app entitled ‘Cross
the Line’ which is designed to deter young people from committing hate
crime
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In the face of strong competition from the other nominees, the Civil Nuclear
Constabulary were announced the winner by the guest of honour, Sir Michael
Fallon, who recognised in his speech the ongoing threat from terrorism in the
UK and the challenges that have been faced in responding to and defeating
planned attacks.

Supt Graham Bell, Head of Operational Support and Development, and Eugene
Johnson, the Resilience and Business Continuity Manager, accepted the award
on the behalf of the CNC.

Chief Constable Mike Griffiths said: “It was an honour for the CNC to receive
this national award and is recognition of the hard work, dedication and
commitment of all our officers and staff. They went above and beyond to
deploy over 800 officers across two deployments to 23 different Home Office
force areas in a matter of hours. At the same time, military personnel were
received onto the civil nuclear sites we police to support remaining officers
in maintaining the safety and security of the sites.

“Our Authorised Firearms Officers provided armed support to these forces and
reassurance to the public after the tragic Manchester Arena attack in May and
the Parsons Green incident in September.

“This huge deployment of our officers wouldn’t have been possible without the
hard work and planning which went into the Operation Temperer plan and the
close working relationship we have with our stakeholders and I am very proud
that the work of my officers and staff has been recognised with this national
award.”

Supt Bell said: “It was a privilege for Eugene and I to collect the award,
which reflects the enormous amount of hard work that went on in the planning
stages, and the commitment of everybody who was involved — either through
deploying to forces or working with the military when they came to our sites.

“This national recognition, against strong competition, came as a very
welcome surprise and is a huge recognition of the CNC. We have now set the
bar very high, which is why we keep our plans under constant review, as we
never know when we may have to instigate them again but I have every
confidence that if called to again we will deliver.”

News story: UK steps up cyber defence

Minister for the Armed Forces Mark Lancaster at the opening of a new Defence
Cyber School at the Defence Academy, Shrivenham. Crown copyright.

Part of a joint investment by the MOD and the National Cyber Security
Programme, the School will address specialist skills and wider education in
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line with National Cyber Security Strategy objectives.

Armed Forces’ Minister Mark Lancaster, who opened the school, said:

Cyber threats to the UK are constantly evolving and we take them
very seriously. That's why the Defence Cyber School is so
important. It’s a state-of-the-art centre of excellence that will
train more personnel across Defence and wider government in dealing
with emerging threats.

With threats from hostile states changing at pace, the UK faces a deliberate
attempt to destabilise secured peace and prosperity.

The 2016 National Cyber Security Strategy provided £1.9 billion of
transformative investment in cyber, which is being used alongside more
conventional land, maritime and air capabilities, to meet these threats head-
on.

Now, building on current capabilities; which include the Global Operations
and Security Control Centre at MOD Corsham; and the MOD Computer Emergency
Response Team (MOD-CERT); Rapid Response Teams will be established from
April.

Teams of specialist Incident Responders will be available to deploy to
locations around the UK and overseas, to tackle malicious cyber activity.

Commander Joint Forces Command, General Sir Chris Deverell, said:

Defence has a number of very highly-trained military personnel on
hand to deal with emerging and complex cyber threats. We are
reinforcing these capabilities with the creation of Rapid Response
Teams. Our threat-hunters give us the ability to identify, isolate
and respond to these threats, whenever and wherever they might
arise.

The UK has advanced counter-cyber capabilities which can protect national
interests from harm caused by adversaries. Furthermore, offensive cyber can
be used to deal with serious threats to the UK.

Press release: Highways England
announces executive appointment

David, who joins the company on Tuesday 13 March, brings a wealth of
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experience.

David has led safety and supply chain development at Carillion as well as
sustainability strategies over the past 6 years. He was previously a Director
at Sky and at Motorola and also served 20 years in senior strategic and
operational leadership roles as a wing commander in the RAF.

He takes over from David Poole who is leaving Highways England on 16 March.
General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Speech: Aviation Minister pledges to
help aviation sector prosper

Introduction — impressions of industry

Good evening ladies and gentlemen.
Thanks for that welcome.

It’s an absolute pleasure to join you tonight (6 March 2018), and thank you
to Ed and the AOA for inviting me to speak.

It’s not often you get the opportunity to address so many distinguished
figures from across the industry.

It gives me the chance to talk a little about my first 4 months as Aviation
Minister.

Four busy, but fascinating months.

I've really enjoyed getting around the country — I now spend most of my
Fridays meeting organisations of all shapes and sizes.

I've seen how Luton Airport’s investing for the future, and met the
apprentices who’'ll be part of that future.

I’'ve visited Gatwick and heard about its new flights to places like Buenos
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Aires and Singapore.

I've seen how excellent surface access to Southampton Airport is making
passengers’ journeys so much easier.

How Newcastle Airport’s just reported record passenger growth.

And how Heathrow has been consulting on its plans for a possible third
runway .

I’'ve been trying to meet as many of you as possible.
What I’'ve encountered over these 4 months has been hugely impressive.

An ambitious, innovative, and rapidly evolving aviation industry with a clear
understanding of its importance to Britain’s future. But also a clear
appreciation of its responsibilities too.

I’'ve been struck by the way you’re all competing fiercely. Yet you come
together as a single, unified industry to meet common goals.

And it’s that same sense of shared purpose that I feel as Aviation Minister,
and that the department’s aviation directorates feel too.

We are dedicated to working with you.
Supporting you.
Championing you.

And when there are problems, finding solutions with you.

Industry success

As I said, it is great to see so many people here tonight. And you have a lot
of shared success to celebrate.

Record passenger numbers in 2015, 2016, and then again in 2017, with more
records broken for Stansted, Edinburgh, Leeds Bradford, Glasgow.

And many more.
Investment in airport facilities around the country is continuing.

Air freight was up 10% last year. Gatwick’s cargo volumes soaring by a
quarter.

And East Midlands forecasting that the annual value of non-EU trade passing
through the airport has exceeded £10 billion for the first time.

Then there’s the proliferation of new routes all over the world, from
regional airports, to countries like the USA, Canada and further afield

All evidence of a dynamic, evolving industry.
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But we cannot take future success for granted.
Without investment and growth, we’d lose our competitive edge.

So I and the DfT are right behind you, doing our best to support you and look
out for your interests.

The UK aviation sector is the third largest market in the world, and we want
to continue being a competitive and leading global partner.

In order to do this, we need to keep asking ourselves some fundamental
questions.

How do we maintain our competitive edge in the face of rapidly expanding
markets overseas?

How can we build and sustain a consensus around the need for growth?

How can we manage the impact of that growth on the environment — particularly
carbon emissions and noise?

How can we harness the power of new technology and data?

How can we ensure consumers’ interests are protected?

How can we keep passengers and cargo safe and secure?

And how do we best forge a new future outside the European Union?
The government cannot answer these questions alone.

The only way to address them is to continue the constructive and
collaborative approach that we have all developed, and taken, in civil
aviation.

Aviation strategy

That’s why our new aviation strategy will be rooted in partnership between
government and industry.

It will ask those challenging questions and more.

It is our shared willingness to do this and think creatively together that
will ensure we continue to be a global success.

The strategy will set a new framework for a safe, secure and sustainable
aviation sector.

With the connections Britain’s economy will need to continue growing up to
2050 and beyond.

It will consider areas where government can make a real difference —
including our borders, which for many passengers are their first experience
of coming in to our country.



I will work with the Immigration Minister, Caroline Nokes, and the Director
General of Border Force, Paul Lincoln, who are both with us tonight, to
deliver a secure border, that allows swift entry to the country for
legitimate passengers and goods, and that demonstrates Britain is open for
business.

Growth and Expansion

Central to demonstrating this is supporting the growth of aviation through
expansion.

That’'s why in October 2016 the government selected a new northwest runway at
Heathrow as its preferred scheme for delivering new airport capacity.

Among the reasons for this decision was the potential for strengthening the
links between our network of regional airports and our major international
hub.

In the immediate term we need to follow the recommendation from the Airports
Commission to make the best use of the capacity which already exists at all
our airports.

We will soon be setting out how best to achieve this as part of the next
steps in our development of the new aviation strategy.

Airspace

Another major priority for the strategy is to develop the way that UK
airspace is managed, in order to achieve a cleaner, quieter, more efficient
aviation sector.

I was fascinated to visit Swanwick recently and learn more about the work of
NATS controllers.

And also plans for wider airspace modernisation.

Including a feasibility assessment of potential future airspace demands of
airports in Southern England.

Something that is long overdue.

The government has confirmed it will implement proposals for.
A new Independent Commission on Civil Aviation Noise (ICCAN).
Changes to noise compensation policy.

And more accurate navigation of flight paths through the use of new
technology.



Environment

A modern airspace is just one of the ways we can make flying greener.

Together the government and industry have made important progress in recent
years.

In addition to introducing new noise policies, we’'ve also made progress on
carbon.

In 2016, we agreed the first ever sector-based global climate change deal
with the goal of carbon-neutral growth for international aviation from 2020.

New generation aircraft and engines are cleaner and quieter such as Easylet’s
new Airbus A320 NEOs.

I was pleased to see all this excellent work highlighted when I attended the
launch of the ‘Sustainable aviation progress report’.

Again I was struck by how our industry achieves its goals when it works
together.

Throughout all this work, we must never forget the communities that we serve.
A major challenge for us all is to improve engagement with local communities.

We need to consider those living in areas surrounding airports, and how we
explain what we’re doing to make best use of capacity and airspace, and
reduce the environmental impacts of flying.

I know that airports are keen to grow. But in order to do so, we need to
ensure you have the support of the communities around the airport.

That is why community engagement is vital, and I know many airports
represented in this room tonight have made significant progress in this area.

Consumer

But of course aviation is also about the millions of people up and down the
country that take flights every year.

So we need to continue putting the passenger at the heart of everything we
do.

But about serious issues that affect the travelling public. Issues like those
we saw last week when severe weather hit the country.

I want to thank you for the way you responded.
To minimise disruption.

And to advise, help and support passengers whose flights were delayed or
cancelled.
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Great service is a powerful tool in keeping passengers coming back.
It is the human face of the aviation industry that passengers value.

The personalised care and service provided by airport employees or cabin crew
on aircraft.

And it is for this reason we must redouble efforts to tackle the problems
that undermine people’s overwhelmingly positive experience of air travel.

Dealing with disruptive passengers.

Providing quick and efficient compensation when justified.

Making sure there’s support to help disabled or elderly passengers.
And ensuring we respond when things go wrong.

The importance of this was brought home late last year with the sad collapse
of Monarch.

Despite how challenging this was for all involved, it clearly showed that by
government and industry working together, we were able to successfully
deliver the largest peacetime repatriation in UK history.

I thank those in government, the CAA and across industry, including many of
you in this room, that worked tirelessly to bring our citizens home, and who
also provided new opportunities for staff who lost their jobs.

It’s imperative that we learn from this, and listen to the views of those
affected.

So Peter Bucks’ review has been tasked with finding a solution that allows
the orderly wind down of an airline as it enters insolvency.

Ensuring that it can repatriate customers as an integral part of the process.

Security

Part of the consumer journey is the interaction with airport security.
No issue is more important in keeping passengers safe.

Last week the Home Secretary and I were in Washington talking to the US
government and industry from both sides of the Atlantic, about the terrorist
threat and how to address it.

Another example of how we are at our best, coming together to achieve shared
goals.

Security standards in UK airports are second to none.

The excellent work of our new force of overseas aviation security liaison
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officers is helping ensure that passengers get improved protection at
airports abroad.

Thanks to your innovation.

And by hosting overseas delegations who come to see aviation security at its
best.

You are instrumental in raising standards globally.

As the 5 terrorist attacks in the UK in 2017 vividly demonstrated, the threat
is real.

Which means we need to keep innovating to try and stay one step ahead.

And I certainly welcome your continued collaboration.

Brexit

Before I finish and let you get on with your dinner, there is of course one
last subject I should address — Brexit.

The Prime Minister set out our ambitious, yet credible, vision for a future
economic partnership last Friday.

And specifically on aviation, she announced the UK’s intention to seek
participation in EASA.

I know this confirmation will be very welcome to everyone in this room.

The fact it was part of the Prime Minister’s speech shows the importance of
aviation and aerospace to our Brexit negotiations.

And how vital it is that we get a positive deal for the industry.
A positive deal will be crucial for both the UK and the EU.

My officials and I are working with the third countries where air services
are currently governed by EU agreements, to ensure that new, replacement
arrangements are in place after we leave the EU.

Despite some reports to the contrary, talks so far have been positive and we
have made significant progress.

It is obviously a high priority to provide reassurance for our industry, and
I would like to thank you for your engagement and support in this area.

It has been incredibly helpful to hear all your concerns and priorities.

And as negotiations progress, we will of course continue to work closely with
you.
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Conclusion

My main messages tonight are.

I, and the rest of the government will work with you at every stage to
address the challenges we face.

We are committed to ensuring the aviation strategy represents the interests
of every airport across the country.

I'm incredibly proud to be your Aviation Minister, and to champion our world-
leading aviation sector.

So I will do what I can to represent your interests.
To support sustainable growth.

Which, with your help, will make Britain a stronger, more competitive and
more prosperous country.

Thank you.



