News story: Heritage Lottery
Fund/National Heritage Memorial Fund
Reappointment

“Sir Peter Luff has been Chair of the National Heritage Memorial Fund and the
Heritage Lottery Fund since March 2015. He had previously been MP for Mid
Worcestershire and for Worcester, since 1992, standing down at the 2015
General Election. He was Commons Co-Chair of the Speaker’'s Advisory Committee
on the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta and the 750th anniversary of the de
Montfort Parliament.

He was Minister for Defence Equipment, Support and Technology from 2010-2012,
and Chair of two House of Commons Select Committees — (Agriculture 1997-2000,
and Business Innovation and Skills 2005-2010). He was knighted in 2014 for
political and public service.”

The role is remunerated at £42,964 per annum. This appointment has been made
in accordance with the Cabinet Office’'s Governance Code on Public
Appointments. The appointments process is regulated by the Commissioner for
Public Appointments. Under the Code, any significant political activity
undertaken by an appointee in the last five years must be declared. This is
defined as including holding office, public speaking, making a recordable
donation, or candidature for election. Sir Peter has declared no such
political activity.

Cabinet Office’s Governance Code on Public Appointments

News story: Heritage Lottery
Fund/National Heritage Memorial Fund
Appointments

Appointments have been made for a term of 3 years. Claire Feehily, Sarah
Flannigan and Rene Olivieri will start their terms on 01 March 2018 to 28
February 2021, whilst Maria Adebowale- Schwarte and David Stocker will start
their terms on 16 May 2018 to 15 May 2021.

Maria Adebowale- Schwarte

Maria is an inclusive place and urban renewal strategist, and the Founding
Director of Living Space Project, a place making and green space think tank
and consultancy. She has over twenty-five years of hands on and strategic
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expertise in national and international organisations with a major place,
heritage, environment and grant making focus. And, has been an advisor for
several funding programmes, amongst others, the Big Lottery, NESTA, Artists
Project Earth and Natural England. Maria’'s current public appointment roles
include a board member of the Environment Agency, the Chair of the Heritage
Lottery Fund’s South East Committee, and a Commissioner on the Mayor of
London’s Sustainable Development Commission. She’s also a former commissioner
of English Heritage. She holds a first degree in Organisational Studies and
Business Law from the University of Lancaster, a Masters in International Law
from SOAS, University of London, and is a recipient of a Clore Social
Leadership Fellowship. Maria’'s the author of the book ‘The Place Making
factor’ based on her research and experience of using place led thinking as a
disruptor of siloed grant making and philanthropy.

Claire Feehily

Claire is a qualified accountant and MBA and has particular expertise in
financial and risk governance, and in helping organisations to engage
properly with those who use services and to learn from what they say.

She has more than 30 years’' experience at executive and then non-executive
levels across the public and charitable sectors.

Board non-executive experience includes serving on three NHS boards since
2010, and Claire is currently a non-executive director at Gloucestershire
Hospitals Trust, following four years as Chair of Healthwatch
Gloucestershire.

Currently, Claire has one other government appointment as NEBM and Audit
Chair at the National Archive (Remuneration approx 12k per annum). She also
holds board positions with The Guinness Partnership (to September 2018),
Alliance Homes and volunteers as a Trustee with Stroud and Cotswolds Citizens
Advice and as a Committee member with the National Trust.

Claire’'s academic background was originally in modern history and she
completed a first degree at King’'s College London and worked in the archive
of the War Studies Dept. there. She later gained a PhD in English in 2008
from London University, examining the political debate about how to teach the
humanities and literary heritage, and taught at Birkbeck College and the
School of Advanced Study. She has particular research and teaching interests
in Cultural Memory and has published on the memorialisation of military
conflict. She is currently working on the University of Bradford archive of
Dr William Allchin, POW, psychiatrist and peace builder.

Sarah Flannigan

Sarah has been Chief Information Officer at EDF Energy since 2016. She was
previously CIO at the National Trust where she led a major 3 year digital
transformation programme. Sarah was named “European CIO of the Year” in 2017.
She is a member of the Board of Trustees at Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and of
the Board of Governors at Wells Cathedral School.



Rene Olivieri

René Olivieri was for many years the chief executive of the international
scientific and scholarly publisher, Blackwell Publishing. Under him Blackwell
became the leading publishing partner for scientific academic and
professional societies world-wide. He continues to mentor senior management
teams in the media and technology sectors on innovation, new business models
and cultural change. He is a non-executive director of IOP Publishing and has
also been the Chair of several start-up companies.

He continues to play a role in the development of higher education. He served
on the Board of the Higher Education Funding Council for England between 2008
and 2014 and is a member of the Chancellor’s Court of Benefactors at Oxford
University. René is passionate about protecting the natural environment and
improving farmed animal welfare.

Between 2012 and 2017 he was the Chair of the Wildlife Trusts and, prior to
this, Chair of Tubney Charitable Trust.

He takes a keen interest in the performing arts, and particularly in regional
theatre. He has been the Chair of the Belgrade Theatre in Coventry and he and
his wife are long-time supporters of the Royal Shakespeare Company in
Stratford-on- Avon.

David Stocker

David is hon. visiting professor at the University of Leeds and works in the
heritage sector in Lincolnshire and the East Midlands. He has worked as an
archaeologist and architectural historian in the heritage sector since 1978
and has held posts with many heritage charities, English Heritage (1986-2012)
and the Heritage Lottery Fund, where he sits on the East Midlands Committee.

David’s interests lie principally within medieval archaeology (buildings,
churches, settlement and landscape), about which he has written many articles
and books.

He is currently a trustee of the Society for Lincolnshire History and
Archaeology, trustee and President of the Lincoln Record Society, and also
Council for British Archaeology (CBA) nominee to the Council of the National
Trust. The role is remunerated at £6,560 per annum. This appointment has been
made in accordance with the Cabinet Office’s Governance Code on Public
Appointments. The appointments process is regulated by the Commissioner for
Public Appointments. Under the Code, any significant political activity
undertaken by an appointee in the last five years must be declared. This is
defined as including holding office, public speaking, making a recordable
donation, or candidature for election. Maria Adebowale- Schwarte, Sarah
Flannigan, Rene Olivieri and David Stocker have declared no such political
activity. Claire Feehily has confirmed that she is a member of the Labour
Party and that she pays an annual membership subscription.



News story: Secretary of State
Reappoints John Dowson to UK Sport

“John Dowson is a board member of the UK Boccia Federation which he joined in
2013 and has chaired since 2014. Boccia is a Paralympic sport with no Olympic
equivalent.

He is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants who,
after a decade in industry, joined Coopers & Lybrand where he became a
partner in 1991. He worked all over the world mainly in telecoms and postal
sector restructuring and held UK, European and global leadership roles in the
firm which became PwC in 1998. After co-leading the preparation of the global
strategy that supported the sale of PwC Consulting to IBM in 2002 for $3.5bn,
he then led the global development of new business in intelligent transport
systems at IBM. He rejoined PwC in 2007 where he became the UK industry
leader for all of the private sector excluding financial services. He retired
from the firm in 2012.”

The role is remunerated at £218 per day. This appointment has been made in
accordance with the Cabinet Office’s Governance Code on Public Appointments.
The appointments process is regulated by the Commissioner for Public
Appointments. Under the Code, any significant political activity undertaken
by an appointee in the last five years must be declared. This is defined as
including holding office, public speaking, making a recordable donation, or
candidature for election. John has declared no such political activity.

Press release: New funding scheme to
improve lakes and rivers in England

The Water Environment Grant scheme will help improve the English water
environment

A new £27 million scheme to improve the water environment across England has
been jointly launched today by Defra, Natural England and the Environment
Agency.

The Water Environment Grant scheme will provide £9 million each year over the
next three years to applicants applying for funding to restore local eco-
systems and deliver substantial benefits to people and the environment.
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Potential projects could include river restoration activities, removal of
obstacles to help fish moving along rivers and streams or actions to improve
the water quality.

Environment Minister Thérése Coffey said:

The Water Environment Grant scheme offers a fantastic opportunity
for applicants from across the country to secure funding for
projects to enhance the environment, boost wildlife and benefit
their rural community.

This project will help us to deliver a balanced programme of
environmental improvements across England and I am looking forward
to seeing the creative and innovative projects of the applicants.

The scheme, funded by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development,
will award grants to non-profit ventures with greater support for projects
which enhance water eco-systems.

WEG is now open to eligible applicants until 11 May 2018. Grants will be
determined by the Environment Agency and Natural England and funding will be
awarded in August 2018. Successful applicants will be expected to start their
projects before March 2019, with completion dates of March 2021.

Speech: Putin’s sinister threats and
lies extend far beyond his own
country: article by Boris Johnson

To understand why 3 people lie stricken in Salisbury, look at Vladimir
Putin’s actions inside Russia.

Yesterday he was proclaimed the winner of an election that resembled a
coronation, complete with a triumphant ceremony outside the walls of the
Kremlin. Mr Putin’s leading opponent had obviously been banned from standing
and an abundance of CCTV footage appeared to show election officials
nonchalantly stuffing ballot boxes.

One loyal functionary in Siberia used balloons in Russia’s national colours
for the novel function of covering up a prying camera. “A choice without a
real competition, as we have seen in this election, unfortunately is not a
real choice,” was the verdict of the observer mission from the Organisation
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).


http://www.government-world.com/speech-putins-sinister-threats-and-lies-extend-far-beyond-his-own-country-article-by-boris-johnson/
http://www.government-world.com/speech-putins-sinister-threats-and-lies-extend-far-beyond-his-own-country-article-by-boris-johnson/
http://www.government-world.com/speech-putins-sinister-threats-and-lies-extend-far-beyond-his-own-country-article-by-boris-johnson/

As he extends his grip on power, Mr Putin is taking his country in a
dangerous direction. Throughout his rule he has eroded the liberties of the
Russian people, tightened the screws of state repression and hunted down
supposed foes.

When a leader starts behaving in this way then no-one should be surprised if
many of his compatriots feel drawn to the example of countries that observe a
different scale of values. They will notice that plenty of nations hold
elections where no-one knows the result in advance. They will see how free
societies in Europe, America and elsewhere thrive and prosper precisely
because people are able to live as they choose, provided they do no harm.

They will understand how an independent media exposes the failings or
evasions of democratic governments. And they will wonder why Russia cannot
have the same? Mr Putin cannot give the straight answer, which is that he
must deny Russia those freedoms in order to guarantee his perpetual rule.
Instead, he has to send an emphatic message that asking awkward questions or
turning against him carries a terrible price. Which brings us back to
Salisbury. The use of a Russian military grade ‘Novichok’ nerve agent against
Sergei Skripal and his daughter, Yulia, was very deliberate.

As Ken Clarke pointed out in Parliament last week, the obvious Russian-ness
of the weapon was designed to send a signal to anyone pondering dissent amid
the intensifying repression of Mr Putin’s Russia. The message is clear: we
will hunt you down, we will find you and we will kill you — and though we
will scornfully deny our guilt, the world will know that Russia did it.

There was a hint of this in Mr Putin’s first public response to Salisbury. He
denied Russia’s culpability — of course — while carefully injecting a note of
menace. “If it was military grade agent,” he said, “they would have died on
the spot, obviously.”

Obviously. After all, he had already told state television that traitors
would “kick the bucket” and “choke” on their “pieces of silver”. Yet the
Kremlin, accustomed to a tame official media, is clearly struggling to get
its story straight.

Since the Skripals and Detective Sergeant Nick Bailey were struck down on
March 4, Russian officials and the state media have claimed variously that
‘Novichok’ never existed, or the stockpiles were destroyed, or they weren’t
destroyed but mysteriously escaped to other countries.

Russian disinformation

Alexander Shulgin, the Russian Ambassador to The Hague, told Sky News: “I’ve
never heard about this programme, about this Novichok agent. Never.” But his
memory suddenly improved when he appeared on Russia Today and said that
Novichok had been developed by the Soviet Union. “There never was such a
programme under such a codename in the Russian Federation,” he said.
“However, in Soviet times research began to produce a new generation of
poisonous substances.”


https://youtu.be/BGDi8y-yfq8

This seemed to wrongfoot the Russian foreign ministry, whose spokeswoman,
Maria Zakharova, declared on the same day that neither Russia nor the Soviet
Union had created Novichok. “This programme is not the creation of Russia or
the Soviet Union,” she said, before disgracefully pointing the finger at
Sweden, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, America — and inevitably the UK.

Meanwhile, other Russian officials have sought to conjure doubt and suspicion
out of thin air. Alexander Yakovenko, the Russian Ambassador in London,
questioned the absence of photographs of the Skripals in their hospital beds.

His counterpart in Brussels, Vladimir Chizhov, accused Britain of breaking
“consular conventions” because Russian officials had not been able to visit
the Skripals.

The response to the 2 envoys is so obvious that I can scarcely believe they
require instruction. Sergei and Yulia Skripal have been in a coma since 4
March — as you would expect from victims of a nerve agent attack. They cannot
give their consent to be photographed or receive visitors. Under the NHS Code
of Practice, hospitals must have their patients’ permission before allowing
this to happen.

And I will make the point as delicately as possible: it is not obvious that
the Skripals, of all patients, would welcome a visit from Russian officials.
The Russian state is resorting to its usual strategy of trying to conceal the
needle of truth in a haystack of lies and obfuscation.

But when I met my European counterparts in Brussels yesterday, what struck me
most is that no-one is fooled. Just about every country represented around
the table had been affected by malign or disruptive Russian behaviour. Most
had endured the kind of mendacious propaganda onslaught that the UK is
experiencing today.

This is how Mr Putin behaves at home; we should not expect anything different
abroad.



