Press release: Prime Minister’s
Passover message 2018

Today marks the beginning of Passover, as Jewish families around the world
come together at the seder table to tell the story of their ancestors’
deliverance from slavery.

Here in the UK, we can all take the opportunity to celebrate the incredible
and enduring contribution made by our Jewish community, in every corner of
the country and in every walk of life.

Of course, the Exodus from Egypt did not mark the end of anti-Semitic
persecution. For millennia, the descendants of those Moses led to freedom
have continued to face hatred, discrimination and violence. It’s a situation
that continues to this day, including, I'm sad to say, here in Britain.

It’s something I have consistently taken action to tackle, both through
investing in security to protect our Jewish communities and through
education, with the creation of a National Holocaust Memorial to remind us
all where hatred can lead if left unchecked.

The story of Passover teaches us that, while wrong may triumph for a time,
the arc of history always bends to the righteous. So, at this special time of
year, let us all pledge to stand up and make our voices heard in the face of
anti-Semitism.

After all, as Elie Wiesel said, “Silence encourages the tormentor, never the
tormented.”

I wish you all a very happy and peaceful Pesach — chag kasher v’sameach.

Press release: Foreign Secretary’s
2018 Passover Message

Passover is a time of coming together, when Jewish communities commemorate
the liberation of the people of Israel from slavery in ancient Egypt. It is a
time to celebrate freedom as a basic human right.

Pesach Sameach to all Jewish families both in the UK and around the world. I
wish them a happy and peaceful holiday.
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News story: Home Secretary’s
Hillsborough advisor to step down

The Prime Minister and Home Secretary today expressed their gratitude to
their Hillsborough advisor, the Right Reverend James Jones KBE, following his
decision to stand down.

Bishop James decided to step down from his formal position after the Crown
Prosecution Service announced its final charging decisions and Hillsborough
matters move into the criminal proceedings stage.

He will continue to maintain a close interest in Hillsborough matters.

The Prime Minister and Home Secretary today thanked Bishop James for the
significant contribution he has made to Hillsborough matters, which began
with his chairmanship of the Hillsborough Independent Panel between December
2009 and September 2012.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

Bishop James Jones has been a trusted and loyal counsel to me, the
current Home Secretary and, most importantly, the Hillsborough
families for many years.

He has held a vital and unwavering role in the continued search for
justice through the independent panel and as an independent adviser
to government.

He steps down from this position with my utmost thanks and
gratitude for his work and service.

Home Secretary Amber Rudd said:

Bishop James has always provided timely, constructive and wise
advice which has proved very valuable, particularly in terms of
conveying the views of the bereaved families whose trust he has
gained.

I am immensely grateful to Bishop James for all his work, but agree
this is the right time for him to stand down as my advisor with the
focus now firmly on criminal proceedings.

Bishop James was appointed as the Home Secretary’s advisor on Hillsborough by
Theresa May in October 2012.
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Since then he has provided advice to the Home Office on a wide range of
Hillsborough-related matters during the fresh inquests and up to the charging
decisions.

Bishop James also researched and wrote his report on the experiences of the
Hillsborough families which the Home Office published in November 2017.

He will formally stand down on 31 March.

Going forward, the Hillsborough families will be entitled to support offered
by the government-funded court-based Witness Service, which provides
emotional and practical support, advice and information, regardless of
whether or not they are witnesses. The Crown Prosecution Service will also
keep the families informed regarding developments with trials and court
hearings.

News story: Dame Mary Archer
reappointed as Chair of Science Museum

Group

Dame Mary Archer

Dame Mary Archer DBE started her career as a physical chemist and taught
Chemistry at both Oxford and Cambridge Universities. Dame Mary was Chair of
Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, 2002-2012, and a founder
director of Cambridge University Health Partners, 2009-2012. In 2012, she was
appointed DBE for services to the NHS.

Dame Mary is President of the National Energy Foundation, the UK Solar Energy
Society, Cambridge Global Health Partnerships and the Guild of Church
Musicians. She is chair of Cambridge Early Music, a trustee of the Britten
Sinfonia, and a non-executive director of Hydrodec Group plc.

The role is not remunerated. This appointment has been made in accordance
with the Cabinet Office’s Governance Code on Public Appointments. The
appointments process is regulated by the Commissioner for Public
Appointments. Under the Code, any significant political activity undertaken
by an appointee in the last five years must be declared. This is defined as
including holding office, public speaking, making a recordable donation, or
candidature for election. Dame Mary Archer has declared no such political
activity.
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Press release: New government

initiative to reduce rough sleeping

e New Rough Sleeping Team to drive reductions in rough sleeping

e Targeted £30 million fund for 2018 to 2019 for local authorities with
high levels of rough sleeping

e Latest action is part of the government’s ongoing work to halve rough
sleeping by 2022 and eliminate it by 2027

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid today (30 March 2018) set out a bold cross-
government plan of action to significantly reduce the number of people
sleeping rough as the Homelessness Reduction Act comes into force next week.

Based on proven activity that has helped deliver substantial decreases
before, this further action will have a rapid impact on rough sleeping now
and represents major progress towards the government’s commitment to halve
rough sleeping by 2022 and eliminate it altogether by 2027.

The new package of measures — which builds on government action to date —
includes:

e a new Rough Sleeping Team made up of rough sleeping and homelessness
experts, drawn from, and funded by government departments and agencies
with specialist knowledge across a wide-range of areas from housing,
mental health to addiction

e a £30 million fund for 2018 to 2019 with further funding agreed for 2019
to 2020 targeted at local authorities with high numbers of people
sleeping rough; the Rough Sleeping Team will work with these areas to
support them to develop tailored local interventions to reduce the
number of people sleeping on the streets

e £100,000 funding to support frontline Rough Sleeping workers across the
country to make sure they have the right skills and knowledge to work
with vulnerable rough sleepers.

In addition, the government is also working with the National Housing
Federation to look at providing additional, coordinated move-on accommodation
for rough sleepers across the country. This builds on the existing 3,750
‘clearing house’ places already provided in London

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid said:

This winter has tragically claimed the lives of a number of people
sleeping on the streets. This is completely unacceptable in modern
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Britain.

No one should ever have to sleep rough and this government is
determined to break the homelessness cycle once and for all.

Tackling the causes of rough sleeping is undoubtedly complex but we
must do all we can — working across central and local government,
the voluntary and charity sector — to help the most vulnerable in
society and eliminate rough sleeping for good.

The Homelessness Reduction Act is the most ambitious legal reform in decades
and places new duties on councils to prevent and relieve homelessness,
including for single homeless people who are at greater risk of sleeping
rough.

The new package of measures announced today provides cross-government support
and funding for local housing authorities to drive a significant reduction in
rough sleeping.

Departments across government are working to support the Act and make sure
there is sustained progress on the commitment to halving rough sleeping by
2022 and eliminating it all together by 2027.

This package of new measures will be supported by the:

e Department of Health and Social Care — which will make available experts
in mental health and drug treatment services to help support the new
outreach teams, including in hostels

e Ministry of Justice — which will focus on making sure prison and
probation work with local authorities and outreach teams to identify
prisoners and offenders serving community sentences who are at risk of
sleeping rough

e Home Office — will encourage the policing sector to work in partnership
with local authorities on rough sleeping, including enforcement where
appropriate, and to identify and share best practice

e Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport — which will work in
partnership with MHCLG to explore opportunities for new Social Impact
Bonds that build on the success of existing programmes providing
effective and innovative support to rough sleepers

The government is taking significant action to tackle homelessness and rough
sleeping through:

e £1.2 billion investment in various programmes, including protecting core


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/13/contents/enacted

funding of £315 million to local authorities for their work on
homelessness, and an additional £617 million in Flexible Homelessness
Support Grant funding, which councils can use to work more strategically
to prevent and tackle local homelessness pressures

e piloting the Housing First approach — working with the Metro Mayors in
the Liverpool City Region, Greater Manchester and the West Midlands, to
support rough sleepers with the most complex needs

e a new cross-government taskforce supported by a panel of homelessness
experts, charities and local government that is driving forward a new
national strategy to be published in July that will make life on the
streets a thing of the past

e investing £9 billion to build more affordable housing, including new
council homes

e up to £135 million of dormant assets will be directed to Big Society
Capital for them to deploy into a substantial programme of investment in
housing for vulnerable people including those most at risk of
homelessness or rough sleeping; the first investment opportunities in
this programme will be launched in the autumn

Further detail is available on gov.uk

The Homelessness Reduction Act comes into effect on 3 April 2018. Read more
information on the Homelessness Reduction Act.

Clearing Houses provide supported housing in London for people with a history
of rough sleeping. All properties are self-contained 1-bed or studio flats
and are provided by housing associations.

In January, the Secretary of State for Culture announced that up to £135
million of dormant assets would be directed to Big Society Capital (BSC). BSC
are currently developing a strategy to deploy the majority of this into a
substantial programme of investment in housing for vulnerable people
including those most at risk of homelessness or rough sleeping. Read more on
dormant assets.
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