
Speech: Flying through Fire and Ice

On the occasion of the 95th anniversary of Chile’s Naval Aviation, including
commemoration of 50 years since the evacuation of British and Chilean
scientists from Deception Island.

‘Antarctica – where it is possible to see the splendours and immensities of
the natural world at its most dramatic’, so said Sir David Attenborough, our
leading broadcaster in the recent television series ‘Blue Planet’.

Drama was certainly seen by those on Deception Island, over 50 years ago. The
British base had been occupied since Feb 1944, but on 5 Dec 1967, there had
to be a temporary evacuation, after volcanic eruptions. The scientists
returned but had to evacuate again in February 1969 when further eruptions
damaged the station buildings. The only previous report of volcanic activity
had been in 1842.

In 2016 we celebrated together the centenary of the rescue of Shackleton’s
men from Elephant Island by Chile’s Piloto Pardo in the steamer Yelcho. In
1967, and 1969, it was ships named after that important part of our shared
history, that came to the aid of the British and Chilean personnel, stranded
on Deception Island.

My colleagues at the British Antarctic Survey have looked back in the
archives to find some of the first hand accounts of that time, 50 years ago,
and the appreciation of the help from Chile.

The accounts of 1967 relay the heavy ash and poor visibility, and record the
concerns about both the Chilean and Argentine bases on the Island. The 27
Chilean personnel were able to join the 15 men at the British base after a
very difficult and dangerous journey. The buildings were covered in c. 1 foot
of ash and hail. The heavy and rapid rise and fall of the water in the bay
meant it was not possible for the Chilean ships – Piloto Pardo and Yelcho –
to reach the Island. Helicopters were sent from the Piloto Pardo to effect
the evacuation. The report states:

An extremely fine show of flying skill and efficiency had been
given by the Chilean Navy.

In 1968 scientists returned to examine a new island which had appeared as a
result of the 1967 eruption. But on 5 February 1969 there was a further
evacuation because of heavy tremors. The account reads:

Two helicopters from Piloto Pardo arrived through ash and wet snow
cloud and picked up whole party and returned them to ship. Landing
on ship was extremely difficult as cockpit dome was completely
obscured by ash and wet snow. A heavy sea was also running with 30
knot wind… All on board consider rescue efforts by the Chileans a
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superb example of skilful seamanship and flying carried out under
appalling conditions.

Today, the Antarctic Treaty System, our collaboration, and the science being
undertaken in Antarctica is more important than ever. Through the Scientific
Research Memorandum of Understanding, with INACH, signed when President
Piñera visited London in 2012, BAS scientists have extensive collaborative
links with Chilean scientists, involving joint activities in Antarctica, the
Southern Ocean and in and around Chile. The projects include investigating
aspects of glaciology, physical and biological oceanography and marine and
terrestial ecosystems.

Just a few weeks ago the Chilean authorities helped ensure the smooth transit
of vital and unique science instrumentation to move from Antarctica to
Iceland. The equipment had been used as part of a collaboration between BAS
and the University De Santiago, and funded by INACH, on a joint project to
measure atmospheric conditions over Chile’s stations at Marsh. It was then
transferred to be used on a polar plane, as part of a major international
collaboration, to measure atmospheric conditions in the northern hemisphere.
This work will yield important insights into climate change.

Those working in Antarctica face many hazards and arduous conditions. Thank
you to those pilots of the Armada de Chile, who 50 years ago flew through
fire and ice, illustrating the great spirit of collaboration and commitment
of all those involved in one of the most beautiful, but harshest places on
the planet. Thank you to all those who work in Antarctica to preserve this
special place for the benefit of all and to to help us understand the world
around us.

We are building a new polar research ship – named appropriately the RRS Sir
David Attenborough. The facilities on board will transform ship borne science
in the polar regions, and I hope some of those insights will be through
further collaborations between the UK and Chile.

News story: MOD confirms death of
Lance Corporal George Partridge

Lance Corporal George Partridge.

Lance Corporal George Partridge joined the Army on 13th June 2010 at the age
of 19.

After completing his basic training at Bassingbourn in Cambridgeshire, where
he was awarded the prize for Fittest Recruit, he moved to 3 Royal School of
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Military Engineering Regiment at Minley in Surrey for combat engineer
training, and from there to Leconsfield for vocational driver training,
qualifying as a Military Engineer (Driver) in April 2011.

His first years in the Army were spent at 21 Engineer Regiment in Ripon,
North Yorkshire, where he qualified as a Class 1 Royal Engineer Driver and
deployed to Afghanistan on Operation HERRICK 17 in 2012-13. Successfully
selected for promotion he moved to 26 Engineer Regiment in Perham Down,
Wiltshire where he served as a motor transport Lance Corporal within 38
Headquarters and Support Squadron. He was responsible for allocating drivers
to tasks on daily driving details as well as scheduling maintenance and
repairs for the Regiment’s large fleet of wheeled vehicles.

Popular and hard-working, Lance Corporal Partridge was at the hub of the
Regiment and was always to be seen out in the vehicle park ensuring that his
vehicles were in good condition and ready for the next task. A genuine expert
in the complex area of motor transport management, he was well known across
the Regiment for his frank advice and his ability to find a vehicle for every
last-minute important job.

Whilst at 26 Engineer Regiment he deployed to Canada, supporting armoured
engineer training and construction exercises as well as deploying in support
of UK operations. He recently achieved a long-held ambition to commence
training as an Army diver, successfully completed his Junior Commanders
Course, and had just been selected for promotion to Corporal.

Lance Corporal Partridge loved sport and fitness. A regular in the Regiment’s
Gym every evening, he was also a talented sportsman who had represented the
Regimental Rugby Team and the Army as part of the Under 23 Army Football
squad. He also tried his hand at luge ice sports where he represented the
Corps.

The loss of such a popular and capable soldier is hard felt by his Squadron,
the Regiment and the Corps, as well as everyone in the wider Army who had the
privilege of working with him. He will be remembered fondly by his many
friends and colleagues throughout the Corps. He leaves behind his wife Zoe,
who is expecting their first child, parents Alyson and Stephen and siblings
Lucy and Ben.

Armed Forces Minister Mark Lancaster said:

It is with great sadness we must confirm the death of Lance
Corporal George Partridge. It’s clear from the testaments of his
colleagues that he had a bright future in the Army and was held in
the highest regard. Our thoughts are with his family and friends at
this extremely difficult time.

Lance Corporal Ash Skerten said:

If I could be half the man he was I would be proud, he was the best



soldier.

Corporal Anthony Matthews said:

George was a motivated and determined individual, who was a role
model to all those around him. His peers also looked up to him and
would come to him for advice. He was a family-orientated man who
was looking forward to starting his family with wife Zoe. He was
both a physically and mentally fit person who relished any
challenge thrown in his direction.

Sergeant Chris Brignull said:

I have had the honour and pleasure of knowing LCpl George Partridge
for well over 2 years now, from the start he was an outstanding
character and a great role model for younger Sappers within the
troop.

George had a very calm and collected approach to everything he did,
robust and professional during all tasks put his way, which he
always tackled head on. He was a true leader and had the potential
to progress through all ranks. Well liked throughout the whole
Regiment and Corps, he will be sorely missed by everyone who knew
him. Royal Engineers like George are a special type of person who
are hard to find.

His Troop Commander, Lt David Thornett said:

Lance Corporal George Partridge was a gift to me as a Troop
Commander. He had everything that I could have expected of a Junior
Non Commissioned Officer. He could always be relied upon to carry
out a task to the best of his ability and to get the best out the
individuals who were working for him. Having already been selected
to promote to Corporal, I have no doubt he would have climbed
through the ranks with ease and had a very successful Army career.
On top of this he was genuinely a good bloke who knew how to make
people laugh, he will be sorely missed.

His Squadron Commander, Major Matt Walker said:

Every member of the Squadron, regardless of rank, looked up to and
respected Lance Corporal George Partridge – we all aspire to be as
fit, humble and capable as he was. The loss of this epic Junior Non
Commissioned Officer leaves a void in the Squadron that can’t be
filled.



His Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Simon Doyle said:

Quietly determined, hard-working and immensely popular, Lance
Corporal George Partridge was an exemplary soldier. Humble but
hugely capable, he was always ready to lend a helping hand where it
was needed the most and at some point everyone in the Regiment has
had cause to be grateful for his ability to find you a car when the
vehicle park seemed empty. Our clearest memories of him will always
be on the rugby pitch and in the gymnasium, where he was the
epitome of a Royal Engineer Junior Non-Commissioned Officer, always
pushing himself and his soldiers to the next level, and always with
a smile on his face. He will be sorely missed, and our thoughts are
with his wife and family at this sad time.

Press release: Crackdown on rogue
bailiffs

Ministers announce that they will be launching a call for evidence after
concerns are raised that some bailiffs are aggressively pursuing debts

Review of government reforms highlights the positive impact of changes
but reveals lingering concerns over aggressive behaviour by minority of
bailiffs.

The Government is to launch a call for evidence following concerns that a
minority of bailiffs are still acting aggressively when collecting money from
debtors – particularly from vulnerable people.

The call for evidence, which will be launched shortly, will look to those
directly involved to share their experiences to help stop this in its tracks.

Justice Minister Lucy Frazer said:

The majority of bailiffs act professionally and within the rules,
but we have been told by those working on the front line that this
may not always be the case.

Aggressive tactics will not be tolerated, and through our call for
evidence we will identify where the problems are and, if necessary,
take action to ensure all bailiffs operate professionally and with
proper respect and sensitivity.
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In 2014, the government brought in new laws to protect the public from
aggressive enforcement agents, while at the same time making sure that debts
could still be collected fairly.

The first review of those reforms is published today (2 April), demonstrating
positive progress since our changes. This includes better awareness around
debtor rights and how to complain, more clarity for debtors about the fees
that can be charged, the processes that should be followed, and where to go
for advice.

It also found the overall effectiveness of proper enforcement has improved,
with a greater proportion of debts now being successfully enforced.

Read One year review of enforcement agent reforms.

However, following concerns raised by the advice sector, the call for
evidence which will be launched shortly seeks to address those minority of
bailiffs who continue to flout the rules and aggressively pressure vulnerable
people.

Notes to editors

Debts which enforcement agents (formerly known as bailiffs) enforce include
council tax arrears and unpaid debts owed to individuals and businesses.

In 2014 the Government introduced reforms to strengthen protection from rogue
enforcement agents, while at the same time making sure that debts could still
be collected fairly.

The reforms centred on the implementation of Part 3 and Schedule 12 of the
Tribunals, Courts and Enforcement Act 2007. The reforms provided legal
protection by introducing a comprehensive code governing, amongst other
things:

when and how enforcement agents can enter somebody’s premises

the safeguards to prevent the use of force against debtors

what goods they can and cannot seize and, if necessary, sell

what fees they can charge

The reforms also stopped enforcement agents entering homes when only children
are present, and introduced mandatory training and a new certification
process for enforcement agents.

Ministers pledged to review the impact of the reforms, and the first review
is published today.
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The review started in early 2015 and involved analysing a variety of data,
and gathering views from key stakeholders including creditors, the advice
sector, other government agencies and enforcement agents themselves.

For further information please call the Press Office 0203 334 3536.

News story: FCO Minister Burt appalled
by deaths on Israel/Gaza border

I am appalled by the deaths and injuries on the Israel/Gaza border on Friday
(30 March). There is an urgent need to establish the facts, including why
such a volume of live fire was used and what role Hamas played in the
violence. But the most important thing is to ensure that there is no repeat
of what happened, with all sides committing to peaceful protest, restraint
and international law.

This issue cannot just be managed over time. We need a political process to
deliver a two-state solution; urgent action to improve the economic and
humanitarian situation in Gaza, including easing of restrictions by Israel
and Egypt; and Palestinian reconciliation based on full adherence to the
Quartet principles by Hamas.

News story: Scheme opens to help
combat VAT evasion by non-EU online
traders

The central part of a package of measures to combat the abuse of VAT rules by
online traders based outside the European Union (EU), The Fulfilment House
Due Diligence Scheme (FHDDS), opens for registration today (1 April 2018).

Fulfilment houses that are part of this scheme will be required to perform
proper due diligence on the goods they fulfil and their overseas clients.

If you run a business in the UK, such as a warehouse, that stores goods
imported from outside the EU that are owned by, or on behalf of, someone
established outside the EU, you will need to apply to register for the
scheme.

The deadline for applications from existing fulfilment businesses is 30 June
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2018, and businesses that start trading on or after today to 30 June 2018
will need to apply on or before 30 September 2018. There are penalties for
late applications.

Businesses that meet the FHDDS criteria will not be allowed to trade as a
fulfilment business from 1 April 2019 unless they are approved by HMRC, and
risk a £10,000 penalty and a criminal conviction if they do so.

The FHDDS will help HMRC identify and combat non-compliant overseas suppliers
more easily and make it more difficult for them to trade in the UK.

This will make the market fairer for the many legitimate and compliant
businesses trading in the UK that pay the VAT and customs duty that they owe.

The scheme was announced by the government at Budget 2016 as part of a
package of measures that will disrupt and deter abuse by some overseas
businesses selling goods to UK customers through online marketplaces – HMRC
estimated that this was costing the Exchequer £1 billion to £1.5 billion of
unpaid VAT a year.

Businesses that only store or fulfil goods that they own, or only store or
fulfil goods that are not imported from outside the EU, are not required to
register.

Transport businesses that need to store goods temporarily as part of their
service, such as during an overnight break, are also not required to
register.

Approved fulfilment businesses must complete due diligence checks on their
overseas customers and maintain records about the goods they store from 1
April 2019.

Last month, other measures took effect that are helping to combat VAT fraud
committed by online sellers.
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