Press release: Major summit staged in
London as part of global fight against
corruption in sport

More than 100 Ministers, international sports organisations and experts from
around the world will meet in London today to reaffirm the global commitment
to tackling corruption in sport.

Delegates at the International Partnership Against Corruption in Sport
(IPACS) will discuss how to manage conflicts of interest in awarding major
sporting events to ensure the process is fair and transparent.

They will also develop tools to prevent corruption around procurement at
sports events and the way infrastructure contracts are awarded.

Today's summit represents a strengthening of the international commitment to
protect sport from the corrosive effects of corruption.

It is the first high-level IPACS meeting since the partnership was launched
at the International Olympic Committee (IOC)’s Forum on Sport Integrity last
year. The partnership’s mission is to bring international sports
organisations, governments and inter-governmental organisation together “to
strengthen and support efforts to eliminate corruption and promote a culture
of good governance in and around sport”.

Jeremy Wright, Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport,
said:

We are proud to support the International Partnership Against
Corruption in Sport and today’s event is another important step in
the ongoing fight to eliminate corruption from sport. Every fan and
athlete should have faith that contracts are fairly awarded, events
are given to the strongest bid and the highest standards of
governance are being upheld.

OQur Sporting Future strategy sets out a commitment to tackle
corruption in sport and, working alongside our international
partners and UK Sport, I am pleased to see that significant

progress is being made through IPACS.

Co-ordinated by a Core Group of partners including the Council of Europe, the
I0OC, the Organisation for Economic Development and Cooperation (OECD), the UK
Government, and the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), IPACS consists of a
Steering Committee composed of governments, sports organisations and inter-
governmental organisations.

Thomas Bach, President of the IOC, said:


http://www.government-world.com/press-release-major-summit-staged-in-london-as-part-of-global-fight-against-corruption-in-sport/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-major-summit-staged-in-london-as-part-of-global-fight-against-corruption-in-sport/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-major-summit-staged-in-london-as-part-of-global-fight-against-corruption-in-sport/

The I0OC remains committed to fight corruption in sport at all
levels. Integrity entails credibility, and corruption threatens the
very credibility of sports organisations as well as competitions.
We know we cannot win this fight alone, but need the support of
governments when it comes to anti-corruption legislation and law
enforcement.

That is the value of IPACS, a very pragmatic partnership which can
get together quickly and offer effective solutions on pressing
topics. The high-level support IPACS received today is invaluable
and will further strengthen our team efforts.

Gabriella Battaini Dragoni, Deputy Secretary General of the Council of
Europe, said:

Match-fixing, illegal betting, bad governance, insider information,
conflicts of interest, and the use of clubs as shell companies: the
Council of Europe covers all these aspects through the Macolin
Convention on the Manipulation of Sports Competitions, signed today
by the UK Minister of Sport, as well as through the Council of
Europe anti-corruption body, GRECO.

We are ready to develop further an inclusive co-operation framework
with states and other international stakeholders to be put at the
service of our IPACS partners. Because, when it comes to corruption
in sport, there must be a change of gear. We must enable national
governments, international organisations and sporting bodies to
demonstrate their capacity to take on this problem in a spirit of
unity, determination and effectiveness. IPACS was founded for
precisely this purpose — and together we will meet the challenge”.

Ulrik Vestergaard Knudsen, Deputy Secretary-General-elect of the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Development, said:

IPACS is further evidence that corruption can be defeated only
through collective partnerships and actions. The OECD’s experience
in the fight against all forms of corruption serve as the basis of
our engagement with IPACS. Fighting corruption in sport is fighting
corruption globally.

Yury Fedotov, Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC), said:

In all of our efforts to combat corruption and organized crime,
UNODC emphasizes the need for multi-stakeholder approaches which
can set international standards and build capacities, while
harnessing the expertise and experience of all actors.



IPACS, of which UNODC is a core member, is a great example of such
an initiative. Together we can promote integrity, stop criminals
from exploiting sport for illicit gain and harness the power of
sport as a force for development and peace.

Attendees at the three-day summit include representatives from the Beijing
2022 Winter Olympics and Paralympics, the British Olympic Association and
British Paralympic Association, Interpol and the Commonwealth Games
Federation.

Yesterday (5 December) delegates reiterated their full commitment to
upholding and implementing internationally recognised standards of integrity
and anti-corruption in sport through engagement and collaboration with IPACS.

The next meeting of IPACS will take place by mid-2019, with the aim of
discussing potential new focus areas for the Partnership and reporting on
progress achieved since the 2018 High Level event.

Notes to editor:

e Corruption is not unique to sport. But the selection and organisation of
major sporting events, the rapid commercialisation — and huge business
interests and value — of sport, and the behaviours and structures that
govern it carry high risks of corruption.

e As the custodians of sport, many international sports organisations have
increasingly recognised the need for greater transparency and have taken
active steps to reform and strengthen how they are structured and
function, in line with major reform agendas such as the Olympic Agenda
2020.

e TPACS responds to efforts and calls by governments and other public
authorities around the world to intensify the fight against corruption
in sport. These include, amongst others, the commitment made by leaders
at the 2016 London Anti-Corruption Summit; the adoption of resolution
7/8 on corruption in sport by the Conference of the States Parties to
the United Nations Convention against Corruption in November 2017; the
resolutions adopted at the 14th and 15th Council of Europe Conferences
of Ministers responsible for Sport in Budapest 2016 and Thilisi 2018;
and calls made by G20 leaders in the 2018 Hamburg Leaders Communiqué and
— most recently — the 2019 Buenos Aires Leaders Communiqué.

News story: Rail Review moves forward
as call for evidence launches

e review now seeking views from passengers and businesses across the
country
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e evidence to inform ‘root and branch’ review which will transform rail
industry
e ambitious reforms to help railway meet demands of 21st century

The sweeping review of the rail industry, announced by the Transport
Secretary in September, has moved significantly forward with the launch of
the call for evidence today (6 December 2018).

Keith Williams, independent chair of the Rail Review and former British
Airways chief executive, is inviting evidence from a wide range of
stakeholders in all parts of the country, including passenger
representatives, businesses, leading thinkers and investors, and local and
devolved bodies and governments.

He is travelling across the country visiting cities, towns and regions that
depend on rail connections, listening and gathering information that will
help inform a transformation of the rail industry to benefit passengers and
support a stronger, fairer economy.

Keith Williams said:

Creating a railway for the 21st Century passenger is at the core of
this review.

We’'re launching a call for evidence and want to hear from
passengers, the industry, leading thinkers and investors — and also
the cities, towns and regions who depend on their rail connections.

Next year, after forensic investigations and conversations with
people across the country, we will deliver a white paper with
ambitious proposals for change.

The review will consider ambitious recommendations for rail reform, building
on the government’s franchising strategy and bringing track and train closer
together to reduce disruption and improve accountability. It will also
consider regional partnerships and how we can use innovation to improve
services and value for money for passengers.

The government will publish a white paper on the review’s recommendations,
with the implementation of reforms planned to start from 2020.

Speech: Lessons on building and
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sustaining peace

Statement by Ambassador Karen Pierce, UK Permanent Representative to the UN,
at the Security Council Briefing on Peacebuilding and Sustaining Peace

Wednesday, 5 December

Thank you very much indeed Mr President. Thank you for travelling to be with
the Security Council today. And may I join other speakers in also expressing
my personal and the British government and Her Majesty the Queen’s
condolences on the death of President Bush who I had the honour to meet a
number of times. He was indeed a great statesman.

And as you and Minister Faki did Mr President, I think it’s also worth noting
once more the passing this year of Kofi Annan, another great statesman who
worked very closely with President Bush and both of them had at the heart of
what they were trying to achieve everything that this debate is about today.
So thank you very much for putting it on our agenda. And thank you to the
other ministers for coming to join the Security Council.

I think it’s very good Mr President that we’ve been able to have the benefit
of Cote d’'Ivoire’s own experience. Too seldom in the Security Council do we
hear of successes, so we wish your government well in everything it has
achieved and long may it continue. And we salute all the reforms that you
have brought in.

Another piece of good news that the Council was able to participate in
recently concerned the lifting of sanctions on Eritrea and this success in
Africa is very much welcome. I think a number of speakers have drawn
attention Mr President to the fact that two thirds of armed conflicts that
ended in the early 2000s relapsed within five years. So it'’s therefore vital
that we remain focused not just on resolving conflicts but on sustaining
peace in the long term.

And I'd like to focus in my remarks on three key lessons today:

Firstly, and as other speakers have noted, a political settlement needs to

include the full spectrum of society — including women, including the Polish
focus on human rights, including what the Dutch minister said about women and
girls and education — and all of this is vital if peace is to be sustainable.

We need to be bold in this approach and we recognise that it can often be
extremely difficult in the aftermath of a conflict to be magnanimous and to
reach out to all sections of society. Nevertheless it is a very critical
element. In the British experience from Northern Ireland, we believe that we
were able to accommodate the interests of diametrically opposed armed groups
in the political process that has brought two decades of peace.

It’s important also that we engage with elites and that we encourage them to
give a lead rising above political, ethnic and religious divides and take
tough choices for the benefit of all of their citizens. And I think it is all
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on our minds Mr President that the peace talks in Yemen are about to start
and we look to all participants to approach these constructively and in a
spirit of compromise.

Secondly post-conflict power structures and institutions need to be fully
representative and they need to be legitimate. Fair power structures that
broaden inclusion, accountability and transparency over time are more likely
to reinforce a sustainable peace. That said there must be a political
agreement, and I think we are all aware that in Iraq, Libya and Afghanistan
and result power struggles undermined ambitious state and institution
building. Syria Mr President becomes even more important in this context. We
will not be able to consider providing reconstruction assistance absent of a
political settlement.

I think it’s also worth pointing to the virtues of patience. The World Bank
estimates that making meaningful improvements to institutions takes a minimum
of 10 years. And I think the Peruvian intervention spelled out the vital
importance of getting things like infrastructure right. So the conclusion
from that is that long term, predictable and coordinated support from the
international community as a whole is obviously going to be critical if peace
is to last.

Bosnia represents a successful example in this particular context -The
success of their transition to a peaceful state over 20 years after the
Dayton Accords — this is in part due to the collaboration and support of this
Council, the European Union and NATO and many others, including civil society
and NGOs. In fact Paddy Ashdown who was the High Representative in Bosnia had
three particular lessons for managing the end of a conflict. The first was do
the rule of law first. His second rule was have a plan and stick to it. But
his third rule was be prepared for it to take a long time. And I think we
often approach things in haste Mr President. Obviously we don’t condone
backsliding; the key is to keep moving forward but we do need to have
patience.

Thirdly we need to ensure that basic needs are provided for in the short term
and support economic development in the long term. The provision of basic
needs is vital to the alleviation of immediate post-conflict humanitarian
needs but also to ensure political processes have the capacity to develop and
thrive.

Development itself needs to be inclusive and create widespread benefits to
ensure that groups are not inadvertently left behind. The ILO’s Decent Work
Agenda and Jobs for Peace and Resilience Programme rightly emphasizes the
importance of employment-centred recovery and accessible opportunities for
society to grow and for cohesion and this all helps to reinforce the
Sustainable Development Goals.

If we wish to ensure that the 2 billion people who live in countries affected
by conflict are not trapped in a cycle of violence then we must address
instability head on. And it was very good to learn of the African Union’s
Agenda 2063 which will clearly have a key role to play in this regard.



Mr President it isn’t possible to touch on all ramifications of this
important subject but thank you once again for sharing Cote d’Ivoire
experience with the Council and starting a very thorough discussion of this
issue.

Thank you Mr President.

News story: 100,000 whole genomes
sequenced in the NHS

The Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock has announced that the
100,000 Genomes Project has reached its goal of sequencing 100,000 whole
genomes from NHS patients.

The 100,000 Genomes Project uses whole genome sequencing technology to
improve diagnoses and treatments for patients with rare inherited diseases
and cancer. It is led by Genomics England and NHS England.

Since the project was launched in 2012 it has delivered life-changing results
for patients who have had their genomes sequenced, with 1 in 4 patients with
a rare disease receiving a diagnosis for the first time.

Thirteen NHS Genomic Medicine Centres (GMCs) were created to support the
project, along with a state-of-the-art sequencing centre and an automated
analytics platform to return genome analyses to the NHS.

The UK is the first nation in the world to apply whole genome sequencing at

scale in direct healthcare. Genomics can enable doctors to identify those at
risk of disease, help prevent it and provide personalised treatments to give
patients the best chance of recovery.

To build on the project’s success, in October the Secretary of State set out
an ambition to sequence 5 million genomes in the UK over the next 5 years.
The health secretary also announced the launch of the NHS Genomic Medicine
Service. This will see all seriously ill children and adults with certain
rare diseases or cancers offered whole genome sequencing as part of their
care from 2019.

Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock said:

Sequencing the 100,000th genome is a major milestone in the route
to the healthcare of the future. From Crick and Watson onwards,
Britain has led the world in this amazing technology. We do so
again today as we map a course to sequencing a million genomes.
Understanding the human code on such a scale is part of our mission
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to provide truly personalised care to help patients live longer,
healthier and happier lives.

I'm incredibly excited about the potential of this type of
technology to unlock the next generation of treatments, diagnose
diseases earlier, save lives and enable patients to take greater
control of their own health.

Sir John Chisholm, Chair of Genomics England, said:

At launch the 100,000 Genomes Project was a bold ambition to corral
the UK’'s renowned skills in genomic science and combine them with
the strengths of a truly national health service in order to propel
the UK into a global leadership position in population genomics.

With this announcement, that ambition has been achieved. The
results of this will be felt for many generations to come as the
benefits of genomic medicine in the UK unfold.

Professor Dame Sue Hill, Chief Scientific Officer for England and Senior
Responsible Officer for Genomics at NHS England, said:

This achievement has only been possible because of the amazing
commitment and contribution of NHS teams across the country and I
would like to thank each and every one of them for rising to this
challenge and excelling in its delivery.

The results, which will continue to be returned to patients, show
how genomic medicine can transform lives, bringing quicker and
better diagnoses and increasing the number of patients surviving
cancer, and the opportunity now is for the NHS to turn this
research into reality by introducing sequencing technology as part
of our world-leading NHS Genomic Medicine Service.

News story: Crossrail and HS2 Chairman
steps down

The Transport Secretary and Mayor of London have today (5 December 2018)
accepted the resignation of Sir Terry Morgan as Chairman of Crossrail Ltd.

The Transport Secretary has also accepted his resignation as Chairman of HS2
Ltd.


http://www.government-world.com/news-story-crossrail-and-hs2-chairman-steps-down/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-crossrail-and-hs2-chairman-steps-down/

Sir Terry, who recently joined HS2 Ltd, was Chairman of Crossrail Ltd for
almost a decade, guiding the project through construction towards completion.

The government has also announced that Allan Cook CBE has today been
appointed as the new Chair of HS2 Ltd. A successor for Sir Terry on Crossrail
Ltd will be announced in due course.

Transport Secretary Chris Grayling said:

Sir Terry has been an integral part of Crossrail for almost a
decade and I would like to thank him for his dedication and the
expertise he brought to the role. I am also grateful to him for his
work as chair of HS2 Ltd.

HS2 is the country’s biggest infrastructure project and, with his
wealth of experience, Allan Cook CBE is the right person to oversee
the project as it progresses towards full construction.

Allan Cook CBE DSc is a chartered engineer with more than 40 years’
international experience in the infrastructure, automotive, aerospace and
defence industries. His experience includes serving as Co-Chair of the
Defence Growth Partnership, Chair of the High Value Manufacturing Catapult,
as a director of JF Lehman and Company, and as a former lead non-executive
director for the then-Department of Business, Innovation and Skills under the
coalition government. Among his other senior posts, he was also chair of WS
Atkins Plc, Leonardo UK, and Deputy Chair of Marshalls Group. He served as
the CEO of Cobham Plc from 2000 to 2009.

Allan Cook CBE said:

It is a privilege to be asked to take on this crucial role on UK’s
biggest infrastructure project. HS2 will transform Britain through
the creation of jobs and skills across UK industry. It will improve
connectivity and passenger experience as well as creating value for
the UK economy.

HS2 has made impressive progress in the past 18 months — with 7,000
highly skilled people currently working on this project. The
regeneration of the West Midlands and Curzon Street in Birmingham
are now well underway.

I'm looking forward to working with Mark Thurston, his team and our
partners, getting ready for the next few years when we will be
making significant progress on building HS2 for the future.

HS2 Ltd continues to work with its supply chain partners ahead of main
construction work on Phase 1, and is working to deliver services from London
to Birmingham from 2026 in line with the target delivery date.



Crossrail Ltd and TfL will appoint a new chair for the company as the project
moves from construction to testing.



