
Press release: Coarse fishing river
close season – Public consultation

The decision to consult the angling community and others on the close season
follows a preliminary survey of 20,000 anglers conducted last year.

As part of the consultation, the Environment Agency has published a paper
setting out the results of its close season evidence review and options for
future regulation. The options comprise retaining the current statutory close
season; retaining a close season, but starting on 15 April and ending on 30
June; and removing it altogether.

Kevin Austin, Deputy Director of Fisheries at the Environment Agency said:

We want to hear the views of anybody with an interest in coarse
fisheries, their preferred way forward and the reasons and evidence
to support that. This will help us decide whether there is a case
for change.

Our priority is to find the right balance between angling and
protecting the fish stocks on which angling relies.

Martin Salter from the Angling Trust said:

Whilst the Angling Trust will not take any formal position for or
against any changes in the river close season we welcome the
detailed examination of the available evidence and strongly believe
that the views of all anglers should be taken into account before
any decision is made.

We are pleased that this important issue is now going out to full
consultation. It will doubtless arouse some strong feelings on all
sides but as an angling community we shouldn’t be frightened to
debate, scrutinise and consider the evidence for the laws that
affect and govern our sport.

Steve Axford from the Institute of Fisheries Management (IFM) said:

The Institute of Fisheries Management is pleased to see that there
will be wider public consultation on the closed season for coarse
fish in rivers. We wish to help with assessment of the arguments
and any further evidence that may come from the consultation and in
the development of any proposed changes to byelaws that may result.

The consultation will be managed by the Environment Agency.
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The current coarse fishing close season runs from 15 March to 15 June and
aims to reduce risks to spawning fish caused by angling. The close season
period covers most spawning by most coarse fish species. The close season on
most still waters was removed in 1995 and on most canals in 2000.

The results of the preliminary survey of anglers are available online.

Notes to editors

The report that accompanies the consultation includes a summary of the
evidence around the close season and of the strengths and weaknesses of
each option. We would encourage anyone participating in the consultation
to read this. The complete evidence documents can be accessed from the
consultation webpage.
In our latest (2018) poll, 43% of anglers want retain the close season;
17% want to retain a close season, but change to start/finish dates; and
33% support removing it (the remainder were undecided).
Depending on the outcome of the consultation, we may develop proposals
for a change in the close season byelaw. Any proposed change must be
advertised, to give everyone the opportunity to object (or support). We
will respond to these objections, before applying to government for
confirmation. The final decision rests with Government.
The reasons we have chosen the 15 April and 30 June start and end dates
for the “change option” are that a) delaying the start of the close
season will most likely only affect three early spawning species and b)
changing to 30 June provides additional protection to later or repeat
spawning fish, in particular while they recover from spawning, which may
increase in importance to mitigate for the effects of climate change.
Any future change to the close season byelaw will involve a Habitats
Regulation Assessment of the risks to designated species, specifically
salmon, lamprey and shad.

News story: New taskforce to tackle
economic crime

The Home Secretary and Chancellor will today (14 January 2019) jointly chair
a new government taskforce which will work with senior figures from the UK
financial sector to tackle economic crime.

The scale of this type of crime – which includes fraud, bribery, corruption
and money laundering – is estimated to be at least £14.4 billion per year.

The new Economic Crime Strategic Board, which will meet twice a year, will
set priorities, direct resources and scrutinise performance against the
economic crime threat, which is set out in the Serious and Organised Crime
(SOC) Strategy.
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The board includes CEOs and chief executives from the banking institutions
Barclays, Lloyds and Santander as well as senior representatives from UK
Finance, the National Crime Agency (NCA) and the Solicitors Regulation
Authority, Accountants Affinity Group and National Association of Estate
Agents.

Home Secretary Sajid Javid said:

We need to take action on all fronts to target the corrupt
fraudsters who are lining their pockets with dirty money and living
luxury lifestyles at the expense of law-abiding citizens.

The Government is already investing millions in the fight against
economic crime, but it is crucial we work closely with our
financial sector partners to win this battle.

These criminals threaten the UK’s reputation as a world-leading
place to do business and we have a joint responsibility to stop
them.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Philip Hammond, said:

The UK is leading the world in the fight against illicit finance,
preventing fraudsters from stealing billions from the public each
year. We know more can be done which is why the Home Secretary and
I are launching the first ever cross-departmental board to prevent
more people from becoming victims of economic crime.

By bringing together specialists across the public and private
sector, we can use the best of our expertise to maintain our status
as a global financial centre.

At the board meeting, the Home Secretary will confirm that the Home Office
will commit £3.5 million in 2019/20 to support work to reform the suspicious
activity reports regime (SARs).

With the private sector, law enforcement and regulators, the Home Office is
co-designing a new system which is more efficient and effective, and which
will benefit business and the public sector.

SARs are the mechanism used by members of the regulated sectors, including
the banking, accountancy, legal and property sectors to flag up suspicions
about potential money laundering and terrorist financing to the NCA.

The NCA received a record number of reports last year. The number of SARs
reports rose by about 10% to 463,938 during 2017-18, compared with the
previous year, including a 20% rise to 22,196 in requests for a defence
against money laundering.



The number of SARs reports rose by about 10% to 463,938 during 2017-18,
compared with the previous year, including a 20% rise to 22,196 in requests
for a defence against money laundering.

SARs reform is one of the commitments in the SOC Strategy, launched in
November, which is backed by Government investment of at least £48 million in
2019 and 2020 to further ramp up law enforcement capabilities to specifically
tackle illicit finance.

The Home Secretary will thank UK Finance for its commitment to SARs reform.
The government is discussing with the private sector the best way to ensure
this has the funding it needs. Since late 2018 the financial sector has
already committed over £1 million in funding for the project.

Bob Wigley, Chair of UK Finance, said:

We want to ensure the UK is the safest and most transparent
financial centre in the world. Banks already spend over £5 billion
a year fighting economic crime, but the private sector can’t tackle
it alone. That’s why the finance industry works closely with law
enforcement and Government agencies to stop the threat and protect
customers. The new Economic Crime Strategic Board will strengthen
these vital partnerships.

As part of this, it’s vital that we have the best anti-money
laundering reporting system possible. The industry is committed to
supporting the Government in reforming the existing regime and UK
Finance is currently hosting a team of industry and Home Office
experts to achieve just that.

Other measures in the SOC Strategy include additional investment in the
multi-agency National Economic Crime Centre (NECC) which is now operational
and includes officers from the NCA, HM Revenue and Customs, City of London
Police, Serious Fraud Office, Financial Conduct Authority Crown Prosecution
Service and the Home Office.

News story: UK implementation of the
Trade Mark Directive 2015 comes into
force
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The changes support innovation and economic growth in the UK, helping to
minimise differences between the trade mark frameworks across Europe.

They also modernise and future-proof the trade mark system for users.

The amendments reflect the outcome of a public consultation on the Trade Mark
Directive. Some of these important changes relate to:

the ability to file a trade mark for a sound or motion as an MP3 or MP4
file
the removal of expired trade marks from search reports
changes to who can apply for a collective trade mark
changes to proof of use periods in opposition and invalidation periods
separate oppositions will now be required to jointly oppose (or
invalidate) a trade mark based on earlier rights, unless the parties
jointly own these

Further information on the changes, and how they may affect you, can be found
in the business guidance.

The Trade Marks Act and Trade Marks Rules have also been updated to reflect
the changes.

Why did we make the changes?

The Trade Mark Directive 2015 aims to make trade mark laws consistent across
Europe. The amendments to the Trade Marks Act align the UK’s trade mark laws
more closely with those of the rest of Europe. These changes therefore make
it easier for UK businesses to protect their IP rights here and across the
EU.

We know the changes are widely supported by users of the UK trade mark
system. We have committed to introduce and maintain them regardless of the
outcome of the negotiations surrounding the UK’s exit from the EU.
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Speech: UK and Norway energy
partnership for clean growth

Thank you for the invitation to speak today about a subject that is right at
the heart of the UK-Norway relationship and the British strategy for clean
growth. Given the natural gas focus of this seminar, I would like to begin by
setting out the importance of gas to the UK economy. I will also comment on
where gas fits with our plan for decarbonisation and how this provides new
opportunities for growth in the British-Norwegian energy partnership. Role of
gas in the UK energy mix

Gas remains one of the key pillars of the UK’s energy mix, and a central
reason why the UK’s energy partnership with Norway is so important.

Gas accounts for over one third of the UK’s energy production. Around 70 per
cent of all heat generated is from gas. For electricity, around 40 per cent
is from gas. We have seen that gas generation is one of the most flexible and
reliable sources of power.

The UK produces less than half of its gas requirements. We have one of the
largest and most liquid gas markets in Europe, with extensive import
infrastructure and a diverse range of gas supply sources.

To give you the latest statistics [2017]:

British energy policy-makers give a lot of thought to present and future
demand. Their analysis tells them that gas will remain critical to the UK
energy mix, both for energy security, and our transition to a low carbon
economy over the medium term into the 2030s.

UK gas demand is expected to remain relatively stable over the next two
decades.

We expect domestic production to gradually reduce by around 5 per cent per
year until 2035. Therefore, the role of imported gas to the UK is set to grow
in the medium term.

This presents opportunities for our suppliers including Norway.

The decline in UK domestic gas production means that in the decade from 2007
to 2017 our gas imports increased from 20 percent to 45 percent of UK demand.

The UK’s main source of gas imports has been Norway, making up three-quarters
of UK imports in 2017. Reliability of supply is of great importance to
British gas consumers. It is part of the regular conversation which we have
with Norway, at both policy and technical levels.

We are encouraged that in our various dialogues with Norway we are receiving
excellent understanding and a resolve to ensure that gas outages don’t
happen. I take this opportunity to underline the importance of this to the
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UK, particularly as our gas supplies from Norway look set to increase.

Decarbonisation is central to UK policy. We need to reduce our fossil fuel
consumption across the economy, including the way in which we use gas.

Last year, the UK announced an end to coal-fired power generation. We will
phase out the use of unabated coal to produce electricity by 2025.

This will bring further opportunities for gas generation, alongside the
growing sources of renewable generation.
I mentioned that the role of imported gas to the UK is set to grow in the
medium term and that this presents an opportunity for foreign suppliers
including Norway.

We note the tremendous investment that has gone into Norwegian gas
infrastructure, including the expansion at Nyhamna and the new Polarled
pipeline. The Aasta Hansteen field which came on stream last month is now
producing Arctic gas that reaches the UK market.

We believe that gas has a place in the UK Clean Growth Strategy. This is our
blueprint to cut carbon emissions, protect the environment, meet our domestic
and international climate change obligations, and drive economic growth.

Low carbon innovation is at the heart of our approach, with over £2.5 billion
in government investment from 2015 to 2021.

The Clean Growth Strategy sets out British policies and aspirations up to
2032 and beyond across the economy. It encompasses housing, business,
transport, the natural environment and green finance. And there is a big
focus on continuing to decarbonise the heat and power sectors.

So what have we achieved so far?

Since 1990, the UK has cut emissions by over 40 per cent while our economy
has grown by two thirds. Our shift from coal to gas and renewables accounts
for this.

20 years ago, around 2% of our electricity came from renewable sources. Last
year renewables accounted for 33% compared with only 5% of power generation
from coal.

We are committed to clean, smart, flexible power – Investing in renewables
such as offshore wind. This is an area where the UK and Norway already have a
strong partnership with significant Norwegian investment in the UK, which now
has the largest installed offshore wind capacity in the world.

Through the Clean Growth Strategy, we have also set out a new ambitious
approach to technology and innovation, including Carbon Capture, Usage and
Storage (CCUS).

As part of this, we want to work with other Governments and industry to
reduce its costs and accelerate its global deployment. I know that Norway
shares this ambition, so we were delighted by the strong Norwegian



participation last November in a high-level international Summit on CCUS, co-
hosted by the UK and International Energy Agency.

CCUS is one of the technology solutions that could make gas a viable energy
source for the long term and consistent with our climate change goals. The UK
is looking at the potential for gas conversion to hydrogen using CCUS to
provide clean energy. Trials are underway in Leeds to determine if hydrogen
can be used in heat networks. Norway is playing a part in this research with
involvement by Equinor.

Our policies for decarbonising the economy are happening as the UK prepares
to leave the European Union.
This diplomatic forum provides an opportunity for me to share UK ambitions
for energy relations with our European partners.

As our Prime Minister has made very clear, the UK wants to secure broad
energy co-operation with the EU, ensuring that energy trading continues as
efficiently as possible with the EU to underpin our future economic
partnership. Energy is an area in which there is no doubt that we all share a
strong alignment of interests. We have been a leading advocate for the
development of the internal market in energy since the early 1990s when we
were one of the first countries in the world to liberalise the energy market.

We want this to continue. We have a mutual interest in agreeing broad energy
cooperation given our geographic proximity. Broad cooperation can lead to
reduced emissions, lower energy bills and increased security of supply, and
will accelerate the transition to a low carbon economy and help to deliver
both the UK’s and the EU’s energy and climate objectives.

But whatever the exact nature UK’s future energy relationship with EU, we are
in no doubt about the importance of our energy partnership with Norway.

Norway already plays a pivotal role in Europe’s gas supply security – meeting
around 20% of all of Europe’s demand, and will continue to do so in the
future as we require more imported gas.

We are already seeing the growth of the European gas pipeline network
underway, solid plans for new routes as well as bringing new supply from
harder to reach areas. Expansion further north is bringing new supplies that
the UK sees as positive for energy security and long-term gas supply to the
British market – and growing our energy partnership with Norway.

More broadly, we have shared interests in the North Sea – underpinned by our
established bilateral agreements. Norway is a valued investor in UK wind
projects. And we are looking forward to the completion of the North Sea Link
Electricity Interconnector, which we believe will benefit both Norway and the
UK.

In closing, I would like to thank Gassco for the invitation to share these
reflections and the NHO for hosting this diplomatic forum.



News story: Theatres Trust
Reappointments

Richard Baldwin
Richard is a chartered quantity surveyor by background and has over 40 years’
experience in the UK and global construction market where he was responsible
for the successful delivery of numerous high-profile projects. Richard is
Head of Development at Derwent London. Derwent London is one of London’s most
innovative office specialist property regenerators and investors and has a
strong record of quality architecture with a distinctive design led ethos.
They now have an actively managed portfolio of 5.5 million sq. ft. valued at
£5.0bn as at 30 June 2018. Richard is a fellow of the Royal Institution of
Chartered Surveyors and the Royal Society of Arts. Richard has recently been
engaged by the Marylebone Cricket Club on the Estates Committee and he is
also currently engaged by the Royal Academy of Arts on the Client Committee.
Richard is a trustee of the Architectural Association Foundation. Richard was
appointed by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport as a Trustee
of the Theatres Trust on 1 January 2016

Patrick Dillon
Paddy Dillon is noted as a theatre architect and conservationist, and as a
writer and broadcaster. He headed Haworth Tompkins’s architectural team for
the award-winning regeneration of the National Theatre, and before that led
the regeneration of Snape Maltings. He was a director at Allies and Morrison
Architects and is now an independent architect and consultant. He sits on the
casework committee of the Twentieth century Society, and chairs the editorial
board of ITEAC. His publications include a monograph on the National Theatre
and a children’s history of architecture. Paddy Dillon became a Trustee on 1
January 2016.

These reappointments has been made in accordance with the Cabinet Office’s
Governance Code on Public Appointments. The appointments process is regulated
by the Commissioner for Public Appointments. Under the Code, any significant
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political activity undertaken by an appointee in the last five years must be
declared. This is defined as including holding office, public speaking,
making a recordable donation, or candidature for election. Richard and
Patrick have declared no such activity.
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